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The Architecture of CTTB: Manifesting through Pure Sincerity

44836 & 4 Compiled by Editorial Staff

Venerable Master on his vision of the Wonderful
Enlightenment Monastery (the Jeweled Hall of Great

Heroes) in 1970s

All students, fellow cultivators and those with the same
vows! People commented that CTTB has strict rules. In
actuality, CTTB has just started and everything is not yet
on track or in order. Our Buddha hall is not a formal one,
either. It was a basketball court which we transformed into
a Buddha Hall. However, I already wished to establish a
formal Buddhist Monastery. When we applied to build it
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... Approach to Wonderful Enlightenment Mountain: We will go and see the area where we are building the Jeweled Halrl.#

in the space behind the Hall of Ten Thousand Buddhas,
the government granted us the permit to do so. Our long-
term plan has changed and the rooms no longer suit our
needs. As a result, it seems like there are many difficulties
to cope with. It had over 30 acres but it is still not enough
to match up with the Buddha Hall.

Although the government has approved our application,
we changed our plan. We moved to the east side to include
ninety some acres along with the forest. If the application is
approved, we will build a formal palace-like temple, where
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all cultivators can move and live there. It will be equipped

so that we can transmit precepts and have enough space
and equipment for everything we do. Then, we can say,
CTTB is already on track.

When the Wonderful Enlightenment Monastery is built,
this area [in front] can then be used for the university, high
school and elementary school. This is a period of laying
the foundation. Nothing is fixed. Things always change as
we seek to improve.

One would say, “Why get a place this big? What is it
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for?” This place is not considered large! In the United States,
this is an international city, which means that people from
all over the world can come to visit. A small place will not
suffice for our purpose here. In the past, it was a big deal if a
monastery in China could accommodate 500 or 1000 people.
However, in the United States, I feel that accommodating
10,000 people is quite normal. Look at the grand cathedral
of the Vatican in Rome, which can accommodate some
10,000 people!

After lunch, people from Los Angeles are returning to Los
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Angeles at two o’clock, those from San Francisco are returning
to San Francisco, and those from Vancouver have to go back
to Vancouver. Therefore, time is very tight. We will wait for
Huang Guo-Song and Li Guo-Jing who are coming from San
Francisco. We will go and see the area where we are building
the Jeweled Palace. I believe that when you go up there,
you will certainly be ecstatic because that place is the most
wonderful piece of land in the world. Our own elder Upasaka
Zhang said that at least within the next 150 years, it is the most
wonderful. Elder Zhang said that this is where patriarchs are
born. Therefore, let’s bow and pay respects to the patriarchs
to celebrate for the future patriarchs. If you are interested, you
can see the place later as well! That's all I will say to you today.

The Murals of the Four Great Heavenly Kings

On the outside of the Jeweled Hall of Ten Thousand Buddhas,
there is a mural of the Heavenly King Increasing of the South
on the right side. On the left side of the Hall is a mural of the
Heavenly King Broad Eyes of the West. In the back of the Hall,
the left wall is painted with the Heavenly King Upholding
the Country of the East. The right wall has a mural of the
Heavenly King Much Learning of the North. These splendid
and imposing twenty-foot-high murals convey the awesome
and majestic bearing of the Heavenly Kings. Each one wears
a golden helmet and golden armor, holds a Dharma treasure,
and wears cloud shoes. The murals were designed by Professor
Jian-you Yang, a pioneer in Buddhist art, and several of the
Ven. Master's disciples helped to paint them. The project took
half a year and was completed in 1993.
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Here is an interesting anecdote of the painting process.
When the Heavenly King Much Learning of the North
was being painted on the side door of the Rebirth Hall,
the heavenly king appeared in a dream to the artist saying
that he was missing one leg. After waking up, the artist
thought it strange because he did finish the entire mural.
How could one leg be missing? Therefore, he went to the
Rebirth Hall and saw that the mural was indeed finished.
However, a leg was painted on the door, which was left
open coincidentally. Just as the dream conveyed, the
heavenly king looked like he was missing one leg.

Junkang (“To Your Health”) Vegetarian Restaurant Has
a Name that Says It All

In the northeast side of the Buddha Hall one finds
the renowned vegetarian café: Junkang Vegetarian
Restaurant. It opened in August 1991. Its cuisine features
pure natural ingredients free of monosodium glutamate
(MSG) and the five pungent plants. It provides a place
where the residents, visitors and neighbors can go for
good vegetarian food.

“May your heart be compassionate, and may the
bliss of meditation be your food. May you be healthy,
peaceful, and filled with the joy of Dharma." This verse
gently states the mission of this restaurant: to promote
vegetarianism. It is hoped that through a plant-based
diet, individuals will enjoy be healthy and energetic and
will nurture their compassion as well as minimizing the
wars and conflicts in the world. Most of the workers in
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the Junkang Restaurant are volunteers. Because they are
touched by the Ven. Master’s lofty spirit, they came to the
monastery to cultivate their roots of goodness and nourish
their blessings. The Ven. Master once said, “Those who can
come to CTTB have great blessing and will become Buddhas
in the future.”

[Appendix 1] A Talk by Yvonne Chu, November, 2007, at
Gold Sage Monastery in San Jose

There were eight Vietnamese laypeople who were renovating
the interior of Junkang Restaurant and had put a lot of effort
into the renovation. There was a lot of work and it was

an extremely tiring job. The day before the re-opening of

Junkang Restaurant, because they were trying to meet the
deadline, they worked until 2 in the morning. By the time
they finished, they were exhausted. While they were heading
back to where they were staying, they saw bright lights up
in the sky. It was so bright that they couldn't even open
their eyes. Why was that? It was because all eight of them
saw Amitabha Buddha, Guanyin Boddhisattva, Earth Store
Bodhisattva, Manjushri Bodhisattva, and Universal Worthy
Bodhisattva. The Buddhas and Bodhisattvas had appeared
in front of them. It was an awesome sight!

In fact, the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas are always beside us.
It's just that we normally are not sincere enough, or it could
be that we aren't exhausted enough, and so the Buddhas
and the Bodhisattvas do not show themselves. When you are
really sincere, and when Buddhas and Bodhisattvas appear
to you, it is to strengthen your faith. And so, since they saw
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that sight and grew in faith, I believe the eight Vietnamese
laypeople will progress really fast in their cultivation. We
can all imagine how happy and surprised they were at that
moment.

[Appendix 2] A talk by Guo-Ji Chung

That night, after everyone finished the work, Guo Juan
Ha and I drove our cars back from Junkang to cottages
#10 and #11. When I got out of my car, I looked at the
moon. Wow! I saw a dragon and a phoenix surrounding
the moon. I quickly called the rest of the people to look.
A few moments after everyone got out of the car, we saw
the Buddhas and Boddhisattvas. And so we were started
bowing to them.

Then I remembered that a few of our fellow Dharma
friends were resting inside, and so I went inside to call
them out. At first, they thought that I was joking and
refused to come out. I was afraid that I would miss the
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas by going inside for so long,
so I quickly came back out again. Amitabha Buddha was
still there, and everyone was still bowing. I went back in
a second time and told the rest of the people: "I'm telling
the truth, if you don't believe me, you don't have to come
out. But it's your own business." The older people saw
that I was really serious, and they all came out. And when
they saw Amitabha Buddha, they cried. Everyone was
crying and kept bowing at the same time.

In the past when we saw images of the Buddhas and
Bodhisattvas in the clouds, they were not very clear. But
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this time, what we saw was very clear. The image of the
Buddha was very big. Everyone stood by Cottage #10
and looked up in the sky in the direction where the
former gate was.

Amitabha Buddha waited for us to finish bowing, and
disappeared. After that, Guanyin Bodhisattva appeared.
He was also very big, bigger than the Bodhisattva image
in the Buddha hall. It was like watching a movie or
a slideshow. While everyone was bowing, Guanyin
Bodhisattva disappeared, then Earth Store Bodhisattva
appeared. It's true! Everyone kept on bowing.

What I remembered clearly was the last Bodhisattva,
Manjushri Bodhisattva.  When the Buddhas and
Bodhisattvas appeared, they were moving. First, second,
third and fourth - the fourth was Manjushri Bodhisatva.
Usually when we see Manjushri Bodhisattva, he is sitting
on the back of a lion. But this time, he wasn't. The lion
was sitting beside him. He was also very big. (A few days
ago, when I was helping the nuns to move the image of
Manjushri Bodhisattva, I looked at the image of the lion,
and it looked exactly the same.) This lion was big and
black. We kept on bowing, and the lion looked like he
would like to play with us. Then "whoosh", he came in
front of us. It looked like he flew, but he didn't. He was
sitting beside the Bodhisattva, and he stood up and ran
in front of the Bodhisattva.

I also remembered clearly that while everyone kept
on bowing and bowing until 3 in the morning, and
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the Bodhisattvas had disappeared, suddenly, the sky was filled
with Arhats. In any direction you looked, you could see Arhats
all over the sky. Their heads were all shaved and they were all
seated. It was just like when Shakyamuni Buddha spoke the
Dharma in the heavens, and the Arhats would specifically go
to listen to the Dharma. At that time, we kept on bowing and
bowing, and we saw that the whole sky was filled with lots of
auspicious signs. Everyone was filled with joy!

There were eight adults and one child who witnessed this
event. All of us saw it. Guo Juan Ha used her mobile phone to
call her husband (in Berkeley) and told her husband to watch
the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas in the moon. She called him
twice, but her husband couldn't see them and thought she was
joking.

After one year, we went to visit the Dunhuang Caves in
China; Madalena went with us too. When we entered the place,
we saw a painting of many Arhats listening to the Dharma.
The picture looked a lot like the images that we saw that night.
I guess a few thousand years ago, someone had already seen
these auspicious images. It is for sure that people from long ago
already saw the images of the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas. That's
why they created Buddha statues and images that look like that.
Furthermore the images of the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas in
the caves really looked like the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas that
we saw that night, even down to the details of their hair and
clothes.

50To be continued



