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REFLECTION IN THE WATER-MIRROR:TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY
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His name was Dan. He was the younger

brother of Emperor Wu, and the uncle
of Emperor Cheng. After Emperor Wu died, Emperor Cheng succeeded the
throne. Since the new emperor was still young, the Duke of Zhou served as re-
gent for him. That upset the “Three Supervisors”, who had mistakenly thought
that the Duke had a conspiracy. So, they deliberately spread rumors and slan-
dered him, saying, “Ji Dan is disloyal with an ambition to usurp the throne.”
They abetted the rebellion of Wu Geng and instigated the feudal lords to join
him. The Duke of Zhou then led an expeditionary troop and waged war with
the Eastern regions. After three years, he defeated all the rebellions. He killed
Wu Geng, executed Guan Shu, banished Cai Shu, elected Wei Ziqi (elder half-
brother of Emperor Zhou) as the Emperor of Song, and gathered the insurgent
troops and rebellious subjects all in Luoyang. After seven years, he resigned his
office as regent and returned the political power to Emperor Cheng. The Duke
of Zhou was credited with the establishment of rites and music in teaching and
transforming people to become law-abiding citizens who would mutually help
one another and live together in peace and harmony. In politics, he established
feudalism. For the economy, he set up the “Well-Field’ land system. For the
society, he instituted the clan rule system. The cultural affairs of the Zhou dy-
nasty were so well organized and implemented that they became the standard
for later generations. If one were to speak of loyalty and treachery, there is a
saying that final judgment can only be passed on a man’s merits or demerits
after his death. Hence, if the Duke of Zhou had died early, he would have been
misjudged as treacherous. If Wang Mang had perished early, then he would
have been mistaken to be loyal.

Commentary:

Confucius said: “Seriously, I am very senile. How long it’s been! No longer do I see
the Duke of Zhou in my dream.” Obviously, the Duke of Zhou and Confucius were
two sages that often bonded spiritually; most certainly while Confucius was still
young, if he had an issue, the Duke of Zhou would come to guide him in his dream.
Later, when Confucius became advanced in age and his character had matured, there
was no need for the Duke of Zhou to help him anymore. Therefore he no longer had



ZR - BER=EAF R - At
BREES > RRTFCE > B
HAEEE > BEERLAL AR
NESREREG » RHERBEER -

ERE > BEAS HERE
P - R RBIZAERE > FAEE
RGN IRAE - &0 = F i
ALPE T o MInfT R (RS
AL - R B RE R
INE L Yt SR = D
REIHIE E - DLHARFIRTIR
0 BER BB T UK
R0 BRI B S Y B BN
B @A R - A AR
SAAEIE o

A ARAEEEN Z % > #aE
ZFB o 511~ WIS
TS e =TS - &8
— ERYER—BLIEAGSERIE -
WA= R4y - JBEFE © AT
DIEBIZ B G IRH AT - FTal

"EIFRRZ - EERNIE,  EE
g HIE > SRR - LR
Ao RISPIEAE - TR A] ASRE G
RS TR AR ~ SRR
PR MGEENREL i i AT EK
2R -

FABBEE - RREBRN
AL - AELORHIE E > FAAHET
HHZE > BUG EHIETEFEHIE -
NETFERIE - g2 > —Y)
—UJE ERUE T - SERAERUA
&~ HEITTHEHERED -
I Rv:RE PN I TE S 1w
AELE - E A LA S — (eI
& SCBUERTHIRF > FEED
PR AR > EZE IR R -

PRV R S e Famm = > A H
BRI A E SR
SPEL 5 MEFIHY EFFAIRFIE
—fR A —E g R (E S -
HE > A B - AR
i - WWHBEFFIEGRCE T > 4
AE R IEREM: -

s F

A0y

dreams in which he saw the Duke of Zhou.

The Duke of Zhou was the son of Emperor Wen of the Zhou dynasty. His last
name was Ji and his first name was Dan. He was the younger brother of Emperor
Wu and the uncle of Emperor Cheng. After the passing of Emperor Wu, Emperor
Cheng ascended the throne. Since Emperor Cheng was still young in age, the Duke
of Zhou acted as the regent to govern all affairs of the country. Consequently, Guan
Shu, Cai Shu, and Huo Shu became jealous of him. They scattered rumors, saying
that the Emperor Cheng was young and the Duke of Zhou had a conspiracy to
usurp the throne. They also went to instigate the feudal lords and Wu Geng to rebel.

At that time, it was unclear who was right or wrong, crooked or straight. Since the
country of Song was located on the east side, the Duke of Zhou led a mighty army
to conquer the Eastern regions. After three years, the rebellions were all defeated.
He elected Wei Zigi (elder brother Emperor Zhou of Shang. Sima Qian of the Han
dynasty in order to avoid mentioning Emperor Jing’s name in the historical records,
changed the name to Wei Ziqi ) as the emperor of the Song country to replace the
descendant of the Yin dynasty. He also killed Guan Shu and Wu Geng, and banished
Zhai Shu. Those who followed Wu Geng, the insurgent troops and rebellious sub-
jects, were all imprisoned at Luoyang to live out their lives.

After the Duke of Zhou returned from the Eastern regions, he governed and
brought peace and order to his country. He established rites; there were standard
rules regarding who should perform what kind of music on what occasion. He com-
menced a proper system for all rites and music.

Because the Duke of Zhou cared for his citizens as if they were his own sons,
and he was most dutiful in governing the country; the country was in peace and
harmony. There is a saying, “The country is at peace and the citizens are harmoni-
ous; the wind is seasonal and the rain is timely.” The citizens were in peace with
their work; they guarded and looked after one another; they befriended all and lived
harmoniously together. At that time, the country was so well governed that “Spears
and swords were stored in the warehouse, horses were sent out to pasture on South
Mountain.” The rites and music flourished and hymns of peace could be heard
everywhere.

The Duke of Zhou acted as regent for seven years before handing back the gov-
ernment to Emperor Cheng. For the economy, the Duke of Zhou established the
“Well-Field” land system. In politics, he set up feudalism and a clan rule system.
Generally speaking, everything was on track, whether it was the political system, the
economy, or the military. All had made good progress. As a result, the cultural affairs
of the Zhou dynasty were so well organized and implemented that they became the
standard for later generations. It was considered an era of progressive civilization, an
era of cultural teaching that transformed the world. The feudal lords from the four
quarters all came on pilgrimage. The imperial court was extremely prosperous.

Therefore, speaking from the historical perspective, if the Duke of Zhou had died
prematurely, the average person certainly would say that he was a disloyal minister.
On other hand, if Wang Mang of the Han dynasty had died early, the average person
would certainly say that he was a loyal person. In reality, neither disloyal nor loyal
was correct. One must wait until after a person dies and is buried before one can
judge accurately.

$>To be continued
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