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Dhyana Master Xing Xiu

(Superior Practice) of Wansong (Ten Thousand Pines)
(The Fifty-sixth Generation of Patriarchs)

TN EAFHEA198545H 98 Lectured by the Venerable Master Hua on May 10, 1985
% 4R35 363 Translated into English by Pei Ling Ooi
45 27 #% Revised Version

The Master was born into the Chai Family in Henei (Interior of River). He
studied with Master Sheng Mo (Wonderful Silence). Master Sheng Mo asked
him to investigate the public record of Master Xuan Sha, in which Master
Xuan Sha instructed his disciple to question himself. Master Xing Xiu
couldn’t fathom it. Master Sheng Mo said, “I would rather you understood
it later.” Master Xing Xiu was suddenly awakened. He further investigated
the public record of Master Xuan Sha before his enlightenment. He then
visited Master Xue Yan (Snow Adornment). He chanced to see a rooster fly
and crow. He was then greatly enlightened. Master Xue Yan presented him
with a robe and a verse. He encouraged him to propagate the great Dharma.
Thence Master Xing Xiu propagated the Dharma in the two regions of the
river and Sanjin. Everyone admired his virtues. He began to stay in the Pure
Land Monastery, and subsequently moved to Wanshou (Infinite Lifespan)
Monastery. In the year of gui chou during the reign of Zhangzong of the Jin
dynasty, he was received into the forbidden court. The emperor personally
bowed to him to request the Dharma. The emperor also bestowed a brocade
robe on him. In the year of ding si, he went to live in Yangshan by the
emperor’s decree. In the second year during the reign of Taizong of the
Yuan dynasty, he again became the abbot of the Wanshou Monastery by
the emperor’s decree. The Master was erudite. Of all the scriptures in the
Buddhist tradition and beyond, there was not a single one which he did not
thoroughly understand. He read the Tripitaka thrice. Some of his words of
Dharma circulated in the world. In a summer day of the year bing wu, i.e.
the first year during the reign of Dingzong of the Yuan dynasty, he wrote a
verse and passed away. There were countless relics after his cremation. His
disciples divided the relics in several pagodas and made offerings to them.

Commentary :

The Fifty-sixth Patriarch, Dhyana Master Xing Xiu (Superior Practice) of
Wansong (Ten Thousand Pines). In the past, the emperor conferred the title of
“National Master” upon the fifty-sixth patriarch. We generally address him by a
different name — the Elder of Wansong.
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The Master was born into the Chai Family in Henei (Interior of
River). The Dhyana Master was the sixteenth patriarch of the Caodong
Lineage. He was born in Henei and his secular family was the Chai Family.
Now there is a Henei (Hanoi) in Vietnam but this Henei was named
Hebei (North of the River) in the past. He studied with Master Sheng
Mo (Wonderful Silence). He was inherently predisposed to Buddhism,
and was especially fond of the Buddhist scriptures. Upon reading many
Buddhist books, he renounced the home life, after which he studied with
Dhyana Master Sheng Mo (Wonderful Silence).

Master Sheng Mo asked him to investigate the public record of
Master Xuan Sha, in which Master Xuan Sha instructed his disciple
to question himself. Dhyana Master Sheng Mo asked him to investigate
a topic, which was the public record of Dhyana Master Xuan Sha from
an earlier time. What public record was that? Someone asked Dhyana
Master Xuan Sha, “What is the personal issue of someone who studied
the Way?” You see, isn't this too verbose and ignorant? Why did he need to
ask about his own matters? One should mind one’s own business and do
one’s own work. So when someone raised the question, Master XuanSha
gave him a stern and timely warning, like a head on blow. He did not
answer the question but asked in turn, “What do you do on your own?”
It was as if he gave him a key to unlock his doubt. He should understand
his own matters; why did he need to ask others? Isn't it redundant? Did he
understand this principle? It was exactly because he did not understand
that he had to ask. Since he did not understand, Dhyana Master Xuan Sha
taught him to counter his doubt with a question, to turn the light within
and investigate, “Why do you have to ask yourself?”

He did not know what to do, so Master Sheng Mo asked him, letting
him step forward and stopping him, “Ask yourself, what do you do?” That
is, if you do not have a perception of “I”, why do you have your own self?
If you have the perception of “I” then you have an attachment. If you have
an attachment, then to break that attachment is your own business--why
do you need to ask someone else? If you don’t have a perception of “I”,
then you don't need to ask yourself; if you have a self, it is an attachment.

Therefore he asked, “What do you do yourself2” When he asked himself
what he was doing, certainly he gave rise to many false thoughts. He
probably thought he was going to become enlightened, or that he was
going to become a Buddha or attain sagehood. If you keep thinking about
these day and night but never take any action, everything is false and
vain. If you are prepared to do something, then you will understand! Do
you still need to ask me? There is no need! What is a retort? A retort is a
counter question. He asked, “What is the personal issue of someone who
studied the Way?” He gave him a retort and asked what he was doing.
That was a topic for investigation. Dhyana Master Sheng Mo asked him
to observe the topic and ask himself what he was doing. He still did not

understand it. s To be continued
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