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The Architecture of CTTB: Manifesting through Pure Sincerity
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From every brick or shl'nj/e i the C/'t?g, one could ﬁ:e/ how peop/e in the mr[q days
contributed their wisdom, experiences and enerqy to establish CTTB out af I'Iofjﬂ'hﬂ.
Their /mrds/n]y and toil in creating the City evoke our respect and ﬂrﬂtl'tm/e. The
process of developing CTTB is ceaseless, just as Ven. Hua said: “CTTB is developing.
There are more and more construction projects day [{y dﬂy. Whoever is not aﬁﬂid
ﬂf crmt/n\g merit and virtue may come to support this manﬂste(y. 7 Here, we are
cardiﬂ//ﬂ m V/'tlhj everyone ﬁam all corners of the world to ) Join us in faster/n\g bless-
ing and wisdom. We /10/15 more peop/z will bl”l'nﬂ forth their resolve to he/p furt/ler
deve/op CTTB.
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many people
or too few
people. Now,
ten thousand
Buddhas
have arrived
at the
Jeweled
Hall of Ten
Thousand
Buddhas,
and in the
, future people
of many religions will come from around the world. Our current dining
hall can only hold 500 people. Often during a large Dharma assembly,
not everyone can eat together. Hence, we will build a big dining hall
that can hold 2,000 people. Afterwards, we also plan to build a Jeweled
Hall of Great Heroes and a jeweled pagoda along with a large pool
for liberating life. The construction projects at CT'TB are endless and
boundless. We are founding the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas as a
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sanctuary for all the religious people in the world.

"Some say, 'Dharma Master, such development will require tremendous
funds! Are you asking for donations from our laity?' Don't worry. I never
ask for donations or scheme. You don't need to be afraid. Anyone who is
still afraid of being asked to donate may leave CTTB as soon as he or she
likes. Whoever is not afraid to create merit and virtue can stay and support
CTTB. Let me tell you, I do what I say and don’t make empty promises.
I am determined to build a sanctuary for all the religious people in the
world.

"Someone may ask, "Then why is there a need for all these empty
buildings?" They are not prepared for the current residents, but for the
people of the future. Ten years later, you will know how many people there
will be in the Earth Store Bodhisattva Dharma assembly. Now we only
have a few people, but in the future, there will be many people filling up
all the rooms and there won’t be enough rooms for everyone!

"I have planned to set up CTTB as a place for people from the ten
directions to make offerings and engage in spiritual practice; this is the first
such institution in the West. No matter which religious group comes here,
we welcome them. They can come here to live, to eat, and to perform their
ceremonies and rituals. I am also establishing CTTB as a place for the Five
[Buddhist] Schools of Practice. Hence, this needs to be a large place that
can accommodate more people!

"There are many living beings who come to the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas every day to pay their respects. They all hope to attain true
enlightenment here. So, there are both visible and invisible living beings
who have come from all over to make a pilgrimage to CTTB. They
have come from every country to pay their respects to the ten thousand
Buddhas as well as the to the Greatly Compassionate Guanyin Bodhisattva
of a Thousand Hands and a Thousand Eyes. The faithful who make a
pilgrimage here are like those [Catholics] who make pilgrimages to the
holy city of Rome; the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas is the Rome, that
is, the dwelling of the Pope, of Buddhism."

A Virtual Tour of CTTB

Currently about eighty acres of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas have
been developed for use as part of the monastic complex. Twenty-five of
the seventy-some large buildings are already being used for religious,
educational, administrative, and residential purposes. The remaining 400
acres are fields, orchards, vineyards, and woods. In the springtime, the
flowers bloom and the trees have fresh young foliage. In the autumn, the
red leaves flutter down, filling the City. Squirrels, deer, and rabbits dwell
in the woods. Peacocks dance in the vineyards, feeding on the grapes.
Whether seen from a distance or at close quarters, the City gives people a
feeling of cheerful expansiveness. Whether one gazes at the City from the
ground or from above, one feels refreshed, relaxed, and content. So, let’s
start our virtual tour of CTTB.
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Coming through the Triple-Arched Gate, One Enters Another World
On the main entrance to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, a gate
of three arches, the words “The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas” are
engraved at the top in the center. “Tathagata Monastery” is engraved on
the left and “Dharma Realm Buddhist University” is engraved on the
right. The first line of the engraved matching couplet says, “The Flower
Adornment Dharma Assembly, the Shurangama Platform, and the Forty-
two Hands and Eyes establish the Heavens and the Earth.” The second
line says, “The World Honored Ones of Wonderful Enlightenment and
the Bodhisattvas of Equal Enlightenment, with a billion transformation
bodies, can turn oceans into mountains.” Before walking through the
gate, many faithful visitors will first make a half bow to the couplet with
joined palms. This is because the inscriptions on the gate express not
only the great vows and conduct of the City’s Founder, Venerable Master
Hua, but also numerous practices that were taught to his disciples.

On the other side of the gate, “Teaching and Protecting All Nations”
is inscribed in the center, “Educating for Outstanding Abilities” is on
the left, and “Adorning with Dharma and Precepts” is on the right. The
first line of an engraved matching couplet says, “With kindness and
compassion, cross over all. Those who believe will be saved. Bring forth
the Bodhi mind and advance with courage and vigor to perfect the Right
Enlightenment.” The second line says, “With joy and compassion,
cultivate together. Those who worship will obtain blessings. Make firm
vows and practice patience and Dhyana-concentration to awaken to the
true teaching.” This couplet reveals the ideal of Ven. Master when he
built CTTB back then — that education and spiritual practice go hand in
hand. At the same time, this couplet also describes the vision of CTTB
and Dharma Realm Buddhist University — as the Rome of Buddhism
and Nalanda University.

The construction of the triple-arched gate started in 1979 and was
completed in 1982. The project was done by a group of volunteers
headed by the Ven. Master’s long-time disciple, Bob (Guo Fa) Olson.
Among the volunteer workers were some former members of the China
Youth (Wah-ching) Gang, young people who took refuge and started
new lives. Although they resolved to help, they had no construction
skills. However, the Ven. Master said to them, “You will know how
naturally when you get there!” Simon Lau recollects, “Basically, when a
carpenter saws wood, he does the job with the first cut. For us, it would
take four or five tries to the point that the wood no longer looked like
wood. At that time, the Ven. Master would come back to the City once
a week to encourage us since everyone wished to see him. We would
think, “Oh, the Ven. Master is coming today!” and be extra energetic
in our work that day. That's how the first wooden frame was made.
Gradually, the wooden frame for the middle arch was also done that way.

CTTB never asks for donations from anybody. Most of the people
outside don’t know about these projects. Many people were puzzled and
asked, “How was the mountain gate built?” The Ven. Master mentioned
once, “How did CTTB come into being? It came from our hard work

22 EMEIRE

=00 FA+A



BEHBOE S ~ MIERKEK

BB o ) 3 NEAZGE > ALY EE
ALY 7 B AR T E AR AR 7
LB TE IR #AREY ~ BIT2REY - TFIETTAEE
Rt - SEFIBITES T - HERMFZVEER
1Y > GBS A RRE | ) sCleE S E L
AEEe: - A OE—T T - BERALFIRER
AR R RS EN > BRI EA TSI > &
aA LBl AR - FrLL T A D g -

[F3e) rufBa 8200959 A 1 B #2432 %
FA8OFMRA —K E AW EERI RS > (-1 H#
EEMRR P EE: 2 EEUE S e E —EAE
B BN TIRMIFEEEEFSET - BARE
—{E A ESE LIPS EL - Sk
B EEREMEES > BURAREHE M =R E
NEBIFR > MEHERR > ARSI S EEEES &
R T EEE A BIE S oy PAFETER . TH
R 2 TERESR, IR T o FEEE R4

"TEZGHREEY | BERERZBEAUME
E o BOGESEm

ARAEHE LA TRIGEE > A A
ERFRBEIE 2 4 B AGR - THk > —BHBERAKER T
HFERGRTL 0 1Y Bk T ERA SIS EIEE I
+ZFRZ R B EEEEETHELS
SRRy 4 o WIPIERIEE: - (AABEELRZE
AR B A—EBITIREERTE 0 KFEAE
RHET

AT B

BiE T F— b

EABIEEAIILFT > SHE RGBT EOR
18 ABEEENARZFELCRIICRER A
[ELEERRTT GRS RS R E LR
73> TERE A RSP o AR S R
AN RSEEHTEUR O A E S - DUEZ A

and cultivation. In cultivation, we cannot praise ourselves,
disparage others and say that our cultivation is right.
However, we are somewhat sincere; hence, we have received
tremendous responses from the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas!” I
remember when we started the project to build the mountain
gate, someone resolved to donate over a thousand dollars.
However, because some materials had to be imported and
shipped from Taiwan and because that type of work was not
easy and we had to hire professional workers, we ended up
spending quite a lot of money.

[Appendix] A Talk by Bhikshuni Heng Gwei, September 11,
2009, at the City of the Dharma Realm

Back in the 1980s, the Ven. Master once asked the assembly at
Wonderful Words Hall, “Can any of you recall the matching
couplet inscribed on the mountain gate?” At that time, no
one could recall it. The Ven. Master said, “All of you have
been living in the CTTB for more than ten years, yet none
of you can remember the mountain gate’s matching couplet.
This makes me feel very sad.” Being a student visiting CTTB
during my holidays at that time, I mustered my courage
and recited it to the Ven. Master in simple mandarin, “The
Flower Adornment Dharma Assembly, the Shurangama
Platform...” The Ven. Master said, “That is wrong! It should
be “The Flower Adornment State’; you have remembered it
wrongly.” At that time, I silently thought that I should have
remembered it correctly. The next day after the morning
recitation, I went to the mountain gate and checked it out: I
was right! Later I had an opportunity to ask the Ven. Master,
“I did not memorize it wrongly; why did the Master say that I
was wrong?” The Ven. Master said, “At the very beginning, I
wrote ‘The Flower Adornment State’ but later I changed it to
“The Flower Adornment Dharma Assembly, the Shurangama
Platform, and the Forty-two Hands and Eyes establish the
Heavens and the Earth’.” I personally feel that the matching
couplet at the mountain gate describes the Ven. Master’s
state as well as the essence of the Ven. Master’s entire life of
cultivation. No one should overlook it!

The Administration Center: The First Stop
¥ at CTTB
Passing through the grand mountain gate,
as one travels up Bodhi Way one will see the
Administration Center of CTTB on one’s
right. To the left is the Tower of Blessing,
consists of the left wing where the elderly
| nuns and laywomen live, the right wing

which is the Bodhi House where laywomen

live, and the clinic. Everyone who arrives at
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CTTB should first sign in at the Administration Center in order to be
properly received. The Administration Center includes an exhibition
lobby, Chan Hall, VIP Room, conference room and a book and gift
shop. The exhibition lobby was just renovated this year as the first
stop to welcome visitors. According to the plan, the exhibition lobby
will serve multiple functions in the future so that visitors, in a short
period of time, can gain a general understanding of CTTB’s history,
the essence of Buddhism, and the Ven. Master’s exemplary deeds.
Combining Eastern and Western style, the Chan Hall has a peaceful
atmosphere that allows meditators to be relaxed in body and mind.
Aside from Buddhist souvenirs, the Book and Gift Shop primarily sells
translations of the Venerable Master Hua’s Dharma talks and lectures
on sutras in the forms of books, CDs, DVDs, and MP3. There are
also issues of Vajra Bodhi Sea, the monthly journal of the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas, which is almost in its forthieth year. In addition
to propagating the Buddha’s teachings, these publications and audio-
visual media facilitate cultural exchange between East and West.

The Jewelled Hall of Ten Thousand Buddhas:

The Brightest Place in CTTB

Traveling southeast along Bodhi Way, one sees in succession: Instilling
Goodness Girls Elementary School, Developing Virtue Girls Secondary
School and the Girls’ Dormitory. The classrooms of Instilling Goodness
Elementary School were originally nursing classrooms for the mental
hospital. Joyous Giving House, the nuns’ residence behind the girls’
schools, was originally a pediatric ward. To the north, across from the
elementary school is the main landmark of CTTB, the Jewelled Hall
of Ten Thouand Buddhas, where residents gather to attend the daily
ceremonies. Rows of yellow bowing cushions are lined upon the red
carpet. Many ornate banners are suspended above. It is the brightest
place in CTTB. The assembly gathers here to listen to the sutra lectures
and Dharma talks to nourish their roots of goodness. The entire Buddha
Hall is magnificently adorned with red carpet, yellow bowing cushions,
banners hanging in the front, and eight large antique-looking hanging
lamps. Probably no one would guess that this spacious hall used to be
an indoor basketball court, which is why the structure is completely
sealed with no windows.
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The original appearance
of the gymnasium before
the décor of the Ten
Thousand Buddhas

- F T A& B
The simple, no-frills
Buddha Hall in the early
days.
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There is a nearly twenty-foot-high wooden
statue of the Thousand-Handed, Thousand-Eyed
Guanshiyin (Avalokiteshvara) Bodhisattva in the
Hall of Ten Thousand Buddhas. The Venerable
Master commissioned Layman Wang Taisheng,
a master sculptor of wooden Buddhist statues
from Hong Kong, to carve this statue. Layman
Wang spend several years creating this Thousand-
Handed, Thousand-Eyed Guanshiyin Bodhisattva
statue. Majestic and towering, this adorned
figure is crowned with transformation Buddhas.
There are a thousand hands in the front and
back, each with a compassionate eye in its palm.
Regarding this statue of Guanshiyin Bodhisattva,
Venerable Master said, “All of you must know that
Guanshiyin Bodhisattva didnt just arrive here
today. He arrived long before. It’s just that you can’t
see him; therefore, you don’t know he is already
here in spirit. Now, when the actual wooden status
arrives, you say, “Guanshiyin Bodhisattva is here!”
In actuality, the Thousand-Handed, Thousand-
Eyed Guanshiyin arrived long before this statue.”
One thought of sincerity can dispel myriad
disasters. Guanshiyin Bodhisattva’s compassion
and her response to prayers are inconceivable. As
long as one is sincere, one’s wishes will be fulfilled.
There are countless stories of responses received
from Guanshiyin Bodhisattva at the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas.

The most eye-catching thing about the Jewelled
Hall of Ten Thousand Buddhas is that the
walls on all four sides are covered with a grid of
compartments, each of which contains a statue
of a Buddha. The Buddhas™ features are simple
and serene, not elaborately decorated. It should
be mentioned that these ten thousand Buddha
statues were made by the Venerable Master himself
over thirty years ago. Foregoing sleep, the Master
spent the nights casting each statue from a mold
and then etching its features by hand. It is said that
when the Master cast the molds, he added a bit
of his own hair to each statue. When we sincerely
focus and bow amidst them, we will feel these
small Buddha statues telling us of the Master’s vow
to create ten thousand living Buddhas here, and
urging us to cultivate vigorously and not be lazy.

$0To be continued
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