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The Analects of Confucius (continued)

F 4 t A# Lectures by Venerable Master Hua
%) 448 33% Translated into English by Yong Wei Kwong and Liew Yen Chong

(%)

Chapter 1: Xue Er (To Learn)

He told his family: “Today, I'm exhausted.” What was the reason? “I
‘His son rushed to the field to take
“Oh! Father must have acquired spiritual

helped the seedlings to grow taller.”
a look.” His son thought:
penetrations. Could he have chanted one of those rat mantras from
the Secret School to help the seedlings grow? I must go there and take a
look!” When he arrived, he saw that ‘the seedlings had all withered’. As
they were pulled out by the roots, how could they not have withered?
Therefore, don't help them to grow. As the saying goes: “Grinding
an iron pestle down to a sewing needle — things will naturally be
accomplished with the right effort.” You must have patience and
perseverance, as well as a still nature. Forge ahead vigorously and do
not regret or think of retreating.

We should recall how Shakyamuni Buddha cultivated blessings and
wisdom over a period of three great asamkheya kalpas. Of course, we
do not know how many great asamkheya kalpas we have cultivated.
However, even if we have done so, we should not feel smug and say:
“Wow! I have already cultivated for so many great asamkheya kalpas.”
We still ought to treat this as the first step and begin our journey from
here.

(9)Zeng Zi said, “By carefully observing the funeral rites for
parents and conducting memorials for ancestors, the people’s
moral behavior will tend towards sincerity and kindness.”

Zeng Zi said. Zeng Zi spoke these words. All of you know about Zeng
Zi — he is related to Guo Xi whose lay surname is also Zeng. [To Guo
Xi: This is your ancestor. With such an illustrious forbear, you should
study the Buddhadharma well and not keep on having false thoughts.]

Zeng Zi said, “By carefully observing the funeral rites for
parents.” What is the meaning of the character “f£’ (shen)? It
means to be careful or cautious. When one’s parents pass away, one
should look upon it as a serious and solemn affair, not something
to be trifled with. Preparations for the funeral should be carried out

properly. Conducting memorials for ancestors. One should adopt a
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careful approach not only at the time of death of one’s parents, for the
process doesn’t just end there, but on every anniversary of their deaths,
on which one ought to reminisce about them. The character /B’ (zui)
means to remember or recollect, as in visiting their graves and tidying
up the sites.

The Chinese custom of burning paper money (for the deceased) is
not a good practice as the ash that remains becomes a mess and is a
source of pollution. Moreover, I have mentioned it many times and all
of you should probably know this: Ghosts do not require any money.
If they do, then they are worse than people! Even if they want to use
money, they can create it themselves without the need for us to offer
it to them. As for us human beings, who creates money for us? No
one. It’s just that we ourselves think of a way to manufacture it. Since
it is the case that even people know how to create money, why would
ghosts have to depend on us to give them such offerings? They do not
have any particular use for it and they don’t have to go around bribing
others. If it is true that they use paper money, then what becomes of
Westerners who do not subscribe to this practice? Will their spirits
become impoverished ghosts or mendicant ghosts? There is no such
logic in the world! People ought to be a bit smarter!

All this is due to the custom of relaying distorted information practiced
by those foolish and ignorant people in China! Take the modern day
Chinese for example. Upon the death of a loved one, they make a paper
model of a big airplane. Can it be used after it has been burnt? It is made
of paper and particularly, in the form of ash, how could anybody board
it and take a flight? Think about it! What's more, some people make
paper replicas of limousines and burn them. That is simply cheating!
Those businessmen think of all ways and means to cheat people of their
money by targeting their weaknesses such as greed. Your greedy mind
says, “Oh! Ghosts need money too. They will receive whatever you burn
for them, be it a train, airplane or sedan.” This is simply ridiculous!
There is no such thing. However, why do most people still spend huge
sums of money to purchase paper offerings for burning? It is the greedy
mind that is playing tricks! As human beings, they are greedy for money
and so they presume that ghosts are also greedy and fond of money.

Actually, even if ghosts do like money, how could they possibly make
use of it when it has turned into ash? Does ash have any use? Before
burning, paper currency may look like the real thing but once it is
burnt, is it still considered money? Do you all believe this principle?
am convinced that the culprit is the mind of greed. Furthermore, people
nowadays can be as foolish as this: They say that ghosts need money and
therefore, when they are still alive, they burn a lot of fake gold and silver
ingots, as well as paper horses, with the intention of depositing them
in King Yama’s bank in the nether world deaths. Wouldn’t you say that
such people are as stupid as pigs, for how else would you explain their

behavior? Ponder over it.
> Continued on page 12
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2 Continued from page 19

Why don't these people think: “Ah! I am going to the World of
Ultimate Bliss. I don’t require anything and have no need for such
fuss!” Instead of thinking like this, they want to go to the hells
and even harbor the notion that there is a bank in the hells where
they can deposit their funds. Ha! When King Yama takes one look
at them, he will say, “You good-for-nothings! Since you are such
greedy ghosts, I will let you go and eat excrement,” and send them
packing off to be worms in a cesspit.

Therefore, all of you should use your true and actual wisdom to
break this superstition. What is called superstition in Buddhism?
This is exactly it! Some monks even encourage people saying, “Burn
more offerings. The more the merrier!” In this way, people think
that it is true. “Oh! Those Dharma Masters tell me to burn more
of these offerings. They can’t be bluffing me!” Everyone knows that
left-home people do not cheat others and do not tell lies. It is
unimaginable that they are actually in cahoots with the business-
men! All of you must understand this aspect clearly! Now that I
have explained it to you, propagate this principle wherever you
go. Make it a point to discourage people from burning paper cur-
rency, gold foil and the like. It is of no use at all and truly a waste

of worldly money.



