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there will be no Bodhisattvas. There are highs, lows, and uneven spots
when walking on the path. Not only should one have compassion but also
wisdom, courage, patience and persistence.

On June 28th, 2009, 168 Bodhisattva preceptees, either came with
blessings or had to work through difficulties, gathered in CTTB from
various places in the world in order to perfect the most crucial period of
time in their life. It’s said that “When living beings receive the Buddha’s
Precepts, they realize Buddhahood. When their state is identical to Great
Enlightenment, they truly become a disciple of the Buddha.” In an earlier
time, CTTB had been transmitting the Precepts of the Bodhisattvas’ mind
grounds from the Brahma Net Sutra. Starting in 1990s on, it was changed
to transmit the Six Major and the Twenty-eight Minor Upasaka Precepts.
Sutra of Upasaka Precepts praised as such, “Good man! The Upasaka/Upasika
Precepts are called strands of gems and adornments. Their fragrance is
subtle, wonderful and pervades everywhere. The Precepts shield us from
unwholesome dharmas and function as the Vinaya of wholesome dharmas.
They are a treasury of unsurpassed, wondrous jewels.” During this period,
all instructions impart the preceptees with all they have. Preceptees received
this unsurpassed, wonderful jewel of treasure like thirsty people crave for
water, and hungry ones crave for food.” Within these 6 days, the wholesome
seeds started to sprout. Preceptees, attaining the profound benefits from the
Dharma, felt refreshed in both body and mind. Regarding the perspectives
of understanding and personal practices, their cultivation went up a level
and has become the foundation of practicing the Bodhisattva Path in the
future!

Sutra of the Upasaka Precepts says, “Good man! As the Buddhas tell
us, there are two kinds of Bodhisattvas. One is the lay Bodhisattva and
the other is the monastic Bodhisattva. Monastic Bodhisattvas are called
Bhikshus; lay Bodhisattvas are called Upasakas. It is not difficult for the
monastic Bodhisattvas to uphold the monastic Precepts. It is difficult for
the lay Bodhisattvas to uphold the lay Precepts. Why is that? It is because
laypeople are entangled in and surrounded by many evil causes and
conditions.” Why did the Buddha say that it is not difficult for monastic
Bodhisattvas to uphold the precepts? It is because left-home people live in
the monasteries with a pure environment; therefore, it is not hard. On the
contrary, maintaining the precepts becomes difficult for laity when being
compelled by everyday life in the mundane world in addition to dealing
with many evil causes and conditions everywhere they do. Hence, I believe
that there were no problems when adhering to the precepts during the 6 days
in CTTB. After leaving CTTB, that is when the tests start. Moreover, the
precepts were established 3000 years ago by the Buddha. The surroundings
back then and now really differ. How does one interfuse the spirit of the
precepts in the modern complex environment and at the same time, not
afflict oneself and others so that the precepts are maintained perfectly? This
requires having wisdom as the foremost guiding force — operating on both
levels of compassion and wisdom. Courage, patience, and perseverance are
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also a must-have characteristics and attitudes.

Where do we foster these qualities? We need to eat, wear clothes, and sleep
everyday. However, if we don’t know how to eat, wear clothes and sleep, we
are rolling and swaying in greed, anger and delusion with much afflictions.
Knowing how to eat, wear cloths and sleep is cultivation. Although these
are trivial matters in daily life, if one knows how to skillfully apply your
mind, they can turn into lofty matters with meanings and value. Therefore,
the Pure Conduct Chapter of the Avatamsaka Sutra says, “If Bodhisattvas
skillfully apply their minds, they will attain all kinds of excellent and fine
meritorious virtues. Their minds will be unimpeded with regard to all of
the Buddhadharma.” There are 141 vows in the Pure Conduct Chapter.
One brings forth the vows in accordance with everyday matters to prevent a
scattered mind. The purpose is to augment the practices of compassion and
wisdom and teach us to skillfully apply our minds in daily life. Take food
for example. Everyone prefers delicious food and dislike coarse food. The
Pure Conduct Chapter instructs us,

“When I obtain soft food,

[ vow that sentient beings

Will be permeated by great compassion,
So their minds are supple and soft.”

“When I obtain coarse and rough food,

1 vow that sentient beings

Will have no defiled attachments in their minds,
And will sever worldly greed and love.”

You see, isn't this practicing to adhere to the Three Clusters of the Pure
Precepts — cut off evil, cultivate good and benefit living beings?

Due to the 30th anniversary of CT'TB’s inauguration, many preceptees
gathered together for this special cause and condition to learn from each
other by exchanging views. This condition is likened to the appearance
of the Udumbara flowers - rare and scarce. Furthermore, after receiving
the precepts, all the Bodhisattvas of the ten directions are our studying
companions. We are not lonely on the path to the Buddhaland. Hence,
I'd like to send a message to all the preceptees to read, recite and study the
“Pure Conduct Chapter” more frequently so that we can make vows and
train our minds when encountering matters. This is extremely helpful when
practicing the Bodhisattva Path especially in the mundane world for it can
transform the mundane matters into the Buddha’s work.

When living beings receive the Buddha’s Precepts, they

realize Buddhahood.
Written and Translated into English by Bhikshuni Heng Jiao

The 2009 Laity Bodhisattva Precepts at CT'TB was held for one week, ending
on July 3rd. One hundred and sixty-eight men and women successfully
completed the laity Bodhisattva precepts training program and established
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their Bodhi resolve
to embark on the
Bodhisattva
Many  of
traveled from long-

path.
them

distances and various
countries. In order to
accommodate this
group, the
lectures in Confucius

Hall

participants were spontaneously translated to cover five languages including

diverse

for women
Chinese, English, Vietnamese, Cantonese, and Mien (spoken by Yao
Tribe of Laos). Lectures for the men participants were separated into three
different classrooms based on Chinese, English, and Vietnamese languages.
Of the preceptees, one hundred and thirty-one were female. The youngest
of these, a student of Developing Virtue Secondary School, was under 18
years of age, and the eldest was 80 years old. The average age was 50, which
coincides with the example of Confucius: "At the age of 50, I know the
decrees of Heaven.” These preceptees are attempting an even loftier goal by
walking on the Mahayana Bodhisattvas path, notwithstanding the heavy
responsibility and the long journey it entails.

Although they cover a wide range of nationalities, languages, educations
and cultural backgrounds—extending from elementary to PhD levels—
they share in common the vow to follow the perfect and expedient teaching
toward Bodhi, maintaining a spirit of “seeking the Way to Buddhahood
above, and transforming living beings here below.” Undaunted by an entire
week of scorching temperatures, they attended ceremonies and ate silently
and formally in the dining hall wearing the black robe and the precept sash
following the Sangha assembly, and their Bodhi resolve remained intact.
Such conduct is a reflection of the good characters with which they were
—“Adorned with Precepts,” as described in the banner hanging in the Five
Contemplation Hall. Not only did they adorn themselves, but also they
adorned the Way-place.

Dharma Masters who lectured on the precepts used simple principles to
illustrate profound teachings.They also used expedient and skillful ways to
explain how to apply in contemporary life the precepts transmitted by the
Buddha 3,000 years ago, so that they can obtain liberation at various levels.
Due to this special and auspicious occasion, the preceptees united as fellow
cultivators to help each other, and some of them were able to become Dharma
relatives, transformed from the relationships of mother and daughter, mother
and son, older sister and younger sister, and husband and wife.

One mother mentioned that the reason for her not taking laity Bodhisattva
precepts earlier was because she had to take care of her son’s dinner. Now
her son has graduated from Developing Virtue Secondary School, and so
they decided to take laity precepts at the same time. In this way, they will
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support one another to keep the six vegetarian days and to accomplish their
cultivation. This Laity Bodhisattva Precepts session—to which more than
thirty Dharma Masters contributed their effort—was completed on the busy
eve of CTTB 30th anniversary.

(Excerpts from the preceptees' sharing of experiences below)

The Supreme and Sublime Experience
of Taking the Precepts 2007
By Rong-Chyn Dai, Preceptee from 2007

CTTB is a pure, holy and proper way place, which is far from the noise of the
cities. The only things that filled with the place were fragrance of flowers, sound
from peacocks, chanting, drum and bell. Even the air gives the atmosphere
a sense of peace and calmness. Besides the wonderful environment, the
“Committee of Transmitting Precepts” did such a comprehensive preparation
for the preceptees, which allowed us have the most wonderful experiences.

Due to very tight class schedule, many of us still had lots of questions
regarding the Bodhisattva Precepts in our minds. Some Dharma Masters
knew the situation and kindly offered to stay with us after class. They
sacrificed their personal time to answer our questions and stayed until right
before the evening recitation began. The “selfless spirit of benefiting others”
is really a personal teaching on how to become a Bodhisattva.

Finally came our big day, the actual precept transmission. The transmission
ceremony was held in the morning of the last day. I believed all of us have
already brought forth the Bodhi Resolve, made vows to practice Bodhisattva
Path and sincerely wish to receive supreme precept substance. When the
drum started to sound, I was aspired by the beat in the heart. We listened
carefully to what Dharma Masters instructed and repeated after them. When
they asked “Can you uphold these precepts?” We answered clearly and loudly
with“ Yes, we can”.

The Abbot of CTTB taught us if your mind can “contain the entire empty
space”- meaning if you extend your kindness and compassion to the whole
universe and Ten Dharma Realms, the precept substance you get should be
perfect. He also said “There is a way to check to see if you have received the
precept substance. That is when you see living beings, are you joyful?” I think
that is a profound line, which stimulates deep thinking. From now on, if I
meet people, things, events that don’t accord with my wish, will I no longer
get angry? Will I no longer complain and truly put the Venerable Master’s
instructions into practice, that is “Truly recognize your own faults; Don’t
discuss faults of others; Others’ faults are just my own: Being one substance
with all is called Great Compassion”.

Bring Forth the Bodhi Resolve Wholeheartedly
By Li-Chu He, Preceptee from 2007

When the news of Bodhisattva Precepts Transmission was announced from
CTTB, I started practicing my daily dharma courses. I thought that if  hadn’t
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received these precepts from the monasteries the Venerable Master established,
then I would have passed my life in vain without meaning. I worried there
would be some obstacles hindering my vows. Therefore, I worked very hard
and was looking forward to this event. When the Dharma Masters lectured, I
listened attentatively. Sometimes even when I was extremely tired, I still tried
my best to focus on the lectures. In Taiwan’s Monastery, one Dharma Master
told me that I had to purify my mind and listened carefully to every single
word while receiving the precepts.

The day we received the precepts, I sincerely contemplated and welcomed
Buddhas and Budhisattvas of the ten directions to come to the Dharma
Assembly when chanting Incense Praise. It was incredibly wonderful that the
Buddhas, the Bodhisattvas and the Worthy Ones were all gathering in the sky
on top of CTTB. I felt amazingly blessed. It felt like the Buddhas and the
Bodhisattvas merrily transmitted the precept substance to all the preceptees.
While reciting every single Bodhisattva precept, I willingly committed and said
I will uphold the precepts. I brought forth my Bodhi resolve wholeheartedly
and was eager to cross over all the living beings.

Abbot specially taught us how to contemplate. When we had three
Kamavachana and recited the precept the first time, I contemplated that I am
willingly cross over both sentient and insentient beings so that they will leave
suffering and attain the bliss. The second time, I envisioned the great white
canopy appearing in the sky and growing bigger and bigger and suddenly I
was surrounded by the fragrance. The whole Buddha Hall was adorned with
the fragrance. It was sweet-scented beyond the description of my words. I was
very moved since I had never smelled such fragrance before. The third time, I
sincerely received the precepts and prayed that all wholesome Dharma would
be poured in from my head into my body. It was an unimaginable experience
beyond description.

I felt so peaceful the next day, it was different from my last visit to CTTB.
Last time, I was reluctant to leave CTTB, just like I didn’t want to return to
the mundane Saha world. This time I felt particularly serene after I took the
precepts.

Knowing the Future Direction Clearly
Yun-Yun Zhang, Preceptee From 2009

In order to let preceptees
understand the meaning

and proper views and

knowledge of upholding
the Bodhisattva precepts,
DRBA arranged a series of
classes for them. Dharma
Masters  explained  the
profound with simple terms,
we gradually understand the

supremacy and sublimity of
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the Bodhisattva precepts. This is the resolve brought forth in life after life and is the
inevitable path one must tread to realize Buddhahood. Originally, “Buddhahood”
is not a noun but a verb, instead. Buddhahood is not too far away to be reached in
the future. As long as one receives the Bodhisattva Precepts and maintains the initial
resolve and adheres to the precepts strictly, one will see obvious progression in one’s
practice of the Path. How fortunate we are to be able to receive and uphold the
precepts and also participated in the “Class for Quickly Attaining Buddhahood”.

As for the content of the class, I remembered most clearly that Dharma Masters
really emphasized on “Rising above oneself, it eventually is the essence of the
Buddhas; Being for oneself and not for others, one passes the life in vain after all.”
“The key to start one’s practice, the bring forth the Bodhi resolve is most primary.
The eminent task in cultivation, making vows is number one in priority.” With a
short verse, the Dharma Master expounded the truth about Bodhisattva Path and
the method of practice. In everything we do, the starting point shall be benefiting
others. However broad your mind is how vast your vows will extend and to be
realized.

The short four-day class went by and ended quickly. On the day of formal
transmission of the precepts, there was a Kamavachana ceremony. At that time,
not knowing why, there were so many feelings and thoughts mixed in like billows
dashing up one after another. I was delighted that I had such root of goodness to
be able to uphold the Bodhisattva precepts since making the trip to CTTB was
not easy. The precept-text also seemed so familiar to me. Is it possible that I have
already maintained the Bodhisattva Precepts in the past life? If so, why is that I am
taking the Bodhisattva Precepts in such old age in this life? The confusion between
this life and the previous one is so deep and scary. I am grateful that the Buddhas
and Bodhisattvas never gave up on guarding me and guiding me to cultivate the
Path step by step. I have no way to repay the kindness of the Buddhas and the
Venerable Master Hua. The sense of great shame, remorse and repentance poured
forth unceasingly, tears welled up in my eyes.

Upholding the Bodhisattva precepts is the incipience of a new life. From now on,
my heart opened up and understood the importance of the “mind”. We must know
very clearly every rising of our thoughts and movement of mind and behaviors. We
shall no longer be muddled and do everything with the intention to benefit others.
Having returned to Taipei, the six major and twenty-eight minor precepts become
the standard of everyday life. The essence of Buddhism is to walk your talk. Only
with step-by step personal practice can one further experience Buddhadharma and
rectify ourselves. Due to the difference in the attitude, my mind changed when
dealing with people and matters. Subsequently, various kinds of attachment and
afflictions also lessened along with this change.

I tried really hard to focus on the present moment not being preoccupied so
that my vision is not limited to what is immediately in front of me. I know clearly
the direction for the future. Although the road might be a long one, it is like the
precept book says, “It is difficult for the lay Bodhisattvas to uphold the lay Precepts.
Why is that? It is because laypeople are entangled in and surrounded by many evil
causes and conditions.” However, one fears not being slow but being stagnate. So
long as the direction and the methods are correct, one will eventually arrive at the
destination when cultivating single-mindedly with progress.



