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+ Others Drowning As If We Are Drowning
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- Let’s transfer merit and virtue together for the relief of Typhoon Morakot
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Flood waters brought by Typhoon Morakot submerge a
house in Chiatung, Pingtung county, in southern Taiwan, on
August 9, 2009. (SAM YEH/AFP/Getty Images)
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Typhoon Morakot devastated southern Taiwan, southeastern coastal
provinces of China, and Philippines on August 9, 2009.

Heavy rain, flood and mudslides created huge disasters. According to local
newspaper in Taiwan, “This typhoon destroyed 20 bridges. The damage is
worse than the 921 Earthquake." At least 133 people are known to have
died as officially reported on August 17. Over 577 people remain missing in
Taiwan.

One of the severely devastated areas is Liu-Gui in Kao Hsiong County. The
transportation to the outside world was cut off for 5 days. However, Dharma
Realm Sagely Monastery, which is a branch of DRBA remained miraculously
intact without any damage. The laity from the Buddhist association in Kao
Hsiong was sincere in protecting the Dharma. When the rain slowed down
on August 11, they tried to carry water and food to support Dharma Realm
Sagely Monastery. However, they had to give up their rescue mission since
the roads were blocked and the devastated areas were restricted for entrance.
On August 14th, the road to Liu-Gui was repaired and opened again but the
original road to this town and the Liu-Gui Bridge were all destroyed. The lay
people could only drive through the dried riverbed to get to the monastery.

Liu-Gui, Kao Hsiong were either flooded or damaged due to avalanche
or mudslides. The situation was quite serious. However when the lay people
arrived at Dharma Realm Sagely Monastery, everything was calm and intact.



SHENEEEEEZ—
AN BT AR LR 0 AT

YA T H A 4 S A S
FAI R E RS o Sl
SEME RO &8
HUHRRRE > Sake
K > BEPITHE AVE R EETERL
$% 0 (R i H S
SR ATTHCGE - 8H14H » A
BT ERE o (H A
B AR - ARG 4
o ASEE FIUELT S B
BEFE IR N -

— B O EEE - SR
B —merd sy R S S R E K
A AT Es AR
EAl - S5 E - EHE T
A A R — P S 2E e
U T AR A e v (5]
ARG B ARIEE - SF1R 1L
#5828 AR AR LA R
HIBNEE » SR B -
T8 B AT > B E At L TE
HILES IS - BESRTF K
B - Bl EAELS
FLHT - S R T S
R T PR S I — R
& WEETERIET -

AR B T & L
ISR R G ERRE AR
I S 5 0
8% 5 BRELIEAE DN YD 4 g i
S OH I 19 108 5 [ A S Sk 1
WA KR FEAIERIITY
{3 ] 46 438 1S B SRR > T
RS o EHRIE A
S o AR AT S BT B
M TAEANSEE » MRS
St ORI N=E ¢/ A

THHE - AE T ABOH
B RV L A
B S -

HRE FARERR P IL R
Dharma Realm Sagely Monastery stands unshakable
in Typhoon Morakot
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A man stands on a roof as he awaits rescue in heavy flooding
in Taimali, south-eastern Taiwan's Taitung county on August 8,
2009 during Typhoon Morakot. (AFP/AFP/Getty Images)
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Amassive landslide is seen across a mountain road in Pingtung
county, southern Taiwan, Monday, Aug. 10, 2009. (AP Photo)
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Only two trees were knocked down
by the typhoon but the building of
the monastery was fine. There were
no signs of avalanche or mudslide
in the back of the moanstery,
where the hill was. The laity were
really amazed since everywhere
they saw on the hills have traces of
avalanche. Although there was no
tap water, no electricity and the
phone line was down, luckily there
was mountain spring water, gas,
and dried food such as noodle and
canned food. So, Dharma Masters
cooked for themselves as they
normally would and continued
their daily practices.

When the branch monasteries
of DRBA heard about this news,
all started to Great
Compassion Mantra and Guan Yin

recite the

Bodhisattva’s holy name or Earth
Store Sutra for Taiwan. Even the
preceptees who are undergoing the
108 days of rigorous ordination
training in Sacremento also dedicate
the merit and virtue from bowing
the Great Compassion Repentance
to Taiwan everyday with the wish
to alleviate disasters, all those who
passed away be born in the Pure land;
moderate weather with timely rain
and wind; and the world be in peace.
We want to send sincere regards to
all rescue workers, pay respect to
those died on the rescue mission
and mourn for all victims.” With the
spirit of “When seeing people drown,
it is as if we are drowning ourselves”,
let’s dedicate the merit with a united
heart to help the victims resulted by
Typhoon Morakot.
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left: A storm-damaged bridge in Chiashien,
southern Taiwan's Kaohsiung county, seen on
August 10, 2009. (AFP/AFP/Getty Images)
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