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Avatamsaka Sutra
Recitation Session (continued)
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A talk given at the Buddha Hall of the CTTB at June 20, 2009
4o dnsmet 32 Edited and Compiled by Editorial Staff

Bodhi Field E23i<lan

A Report on the

Speaker #4 —Yi Huan Shi. Her Dharma name Qin Li. She came from Taiwan
to New York some years ago to study. Then a few years ago she moved to the East
Bay where she currently lives. Last year (2008), she took the Three Refuges as
well as the Five Precepts here.

After completing my recitation of the Avatamsaka (Flower Adornment) Sutra
while kneeling, I could only bow to express my inner feelings which are so
hard to describe in words. The first time I encountered the Avatamsaka
Sutra was at Berkeley Buddhist Monastery. I heard the sutra lecture there
delivered by the Reverend Dr. Heng Sure. At that time I understood very
little Buddhism. I only knew that the Avatamsaka Sutra is an exciting one;
yet, I did not make much sense of it.

Then, this year, I suddenly started to detest the mundane world and
wanted to transcend it. I felt like my eyes and heart had suddenly opened
up, and I realized that the Avatamsaka Sutra is the antidote I have been
looking for. That is to say, this sutra tells us all the answers: who we are,
what we came from, and how the universe comes into being, how time
comes to exist, and the reality of life. It explains all of this very clearly
and perfectly. In addition, it also tells you the whole set of principles and
methods of cultivation completely.

As an artist, I thought that I could use art to purify and change this world,
and eventually to solve all the problems and sufferings of the human race.
However, I now feel it is impossible. Art can’t transform the fundamental
afflictions of human beings, but Buddhism can. Having read the Avatamsaka
Sutra, however, I now believe this even more profoundly.

When we were reading about the admirable and profoundly respectful
Youth Good Wealth in Avatamsaka Sutra, 1 thought about the two good-
knowing advisors in my life. Now that I think about it, they have been
speaking Avatamsaka Sutra to me from very early on. I thought of my
mother, for example, who, for her entire life, was very filial to her father
and mother. She was never afraid of fatigue, and never complained about
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her suffering. The second good-knowing advisor in my life is my father. I
remember before I was leaving Taiwan to go abroad to study for the first
time, he took me to a swimming pool anyway. At that time, a Typhoon
had just passed by. He swam in the pool which was full of twigs and
trash, but he just moved around in the water and was very much at ease.
However I just sat on the side and didn’t want to go in since I felt like the
water was too dirty. Then, he said something to me that I will benefit from
for the rest of my life, and I have remembered what he said ever since.
He said, “Daughter, it’s the humans who dirty the water. It isn't the water
that makes humans dirty.” This makes me think of another good-knowing
advisor who is just down here in the crowd right now, elder Dharma Sister
Wang, who took me all around the City to help clean the bathrooms.
I remember that she didn’t use gloves and she was very much at ease
touching a lot of things that people are not normally comfortable with.
This is very much like my Dad. Because her mind is pure, the myriad
things and all the phenomena she sees and touches are also pure.

In the past, the importance of making the resolve to be born in the
Pure Land never got brought up. But lately, when I was listening to the
Dharma in Taiwan, many Dharma Masters told me to do so. And even
DM Yang, here, told me to make the resolve to be born in the Pure Land.
A laywoman also told me that I really need to end birth and death in this
life. Even today, after finishing the 40th chapters of the Avaramsaka Sutra,
I understand that the Youth Good Wealth was encouraged to apply his
cultivation efforts to be born in the Pure Land.

When my father named me, he included our family tradition in my
name. His wish was that whenever I am helped and aided, I might, in
turn, repay the kindness of others, sparing nothing. For example, if I
receive one share, then I should repay with 10 shares, or even 100 shares.
As it is, I have received so much kindness during this time of reciting
the Avatamsaka Sutra. 1 have received incredible kindness from everyone,
and that includes from the Sangha, from the Buddhas, and from the
Bodhisattvas. I can only hope that I will be more vigorous and truly bring
forth the great Bodhi resolve. Only then can I truly repay this kindness.

Speaker #5 — Jian Hua Huang, Dharma name Qin Jian. He would like to
give thanks to the Venerable Master Hua, the Abbot, and all the Dharma
Masters, volunteers and all the good-knowing advisors who have been his
fellow cultivators every day for the entire session.

During the past three weeks of sutra recitation, we chanted many passages
proclaiming the great practices and cultivation carried out by all great
Bodhisattvas. I believe that many of you here are profoundly touched, so I
would like to share the three passages that I connect with the most.

The first passage I would like to share is when the Youth Good Wealth
meets Lady Maya, who is the Buddha’s mother. Lady Maya tells how
Shakyamuni Buddha was born into this Saha world. When I was chanting
this passage, my eyes got all watery, and I almost wept because I was
thinking about the Buddhas great compassion. He was born into this Saha
world and that is why we have this great opportunity to hear and receive the
Buddhadharma, and to be able to put an end to birth and death.
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& The second passage is about when the Youth
Good Wealth meets Maitreya Bodhisattva,
“v| who praises all the good deeds and practices

| of the Youth Good Wealth. After the long
verses of praise, the Youth Good Wealth is
so deeply touched by Maitreya Bodhisattva’s
praise that he gets goose bumps all over. When
I read this passage, I had almost the same
reaction, physically and mentally. It was like
an electrical current passing though my body.

Actually, I did not expect to have such a

great response to this third passage, which is
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the next one that I would like to share with
everybody tonight. It is Universal Worthy Bodhisattva’s Ten Great Kings of
Vows that we recite every morning. This afternoon, when I chanted these
Ten Great Vows, I felt the energy going all around and through my body. It
was such a wonderful experience of Dharma joy. But during all the morning
recitations, I did not have the same experience at all - only in this one
afternoon. I hope that when I read the verse next time, I will feel equally as
moved as I did today so that the Bodhi seeds can be planted even deeper. The
reason that I would like to share the thoughts and feelings from the session
is not to show off how much Dharma joy I have. In fact, every day I am still
struggling with the three poisons.

So the main reason for sharing is to point out the importance of, and the
benefits gained from, participating in a large Dharma practice assembly. I
hope that everyone can have this experience sometime. I believe that the
energy generated from feeling so profoundly touched, both mentally and
physically, will be perpetuated, and ultimately extend to every moment of
time. Then, if we encounter difficulties in our daily lives, we will be able to
use wisdom and compassion to handle them as we truly walk the Bodhisattva

Path.
Speaker #6 — Xiu-li Shi , Dharma name Qin-Li. She came from Taiwan.

The Avatamsaka Dharma Door is subtle, wonderful and inconceivable, just
like CTTB. Both are profound, mysterious and wonderful beyond words
for me. The exterior of The City indicates a pure Way Place, and a forest
for cultivation, while the interior holds inexhaustible and endless buried
treasure. From the couplet on the Mountain Gate, we can find the essential
spirit of CTTB: “The Vast Sea of Avatamsaka Assembly, the Shurangama
Bodhimanda, and the Forty-Two Hands and Eyes Settle Heaven and Earth.
Wonderful Enlightenment, the World Honored Ones and Bodhisattvas
of Equal Enlightenment with Hundreds of Thousands of Millions of
Transformation Bodies, Transform the Seas into Mountains”. Because this
is so very profound, I often ponder it. Although I cannot explain it, the
Bodhisattvas compassionately let me benefit from the Dharma. Also, it just
happens to be CTTB’s Thirtieth Anniversary, and I have some causes and
conditions that allow me to participate in the Avatamasaka Dharma Assembly.
It is too special and wonderful to express in words.

I came to CTTB by accident in year 2000. From that moment on, my
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expectations for life have changed completely. I began to realize, for example,
that we living beings (wandering for so long on the turning wheel of birth
and death) now instead have a brighter path to walk. Although it’s hard
work, I remind myself that this route is the only real choice for liberation.

From Shakyamuni Buddha to the Venerable Master Hua, the pioneer
Sages have opened up myriad lands and left us with Mahayana Buddhism, so
now we have a chance to change and remold our way of thinking. Venerable
Master has also established numerous monasteries so that we can practice
the Way with a peaceful mind. His goal is to help us end birth and death.
So, in the process of cultivation, can we truly see the danger of “birth and
death™

I used to think that spiritual cultivation was too difficult and too
burdensome. Although Mahayana sutras are wonderful and I am happy to
believe in and to uphold them, I still wonder how to get a good balance
between learning/understanding and practice, that is, how to achieve praxis
within the limited time-frame of my remaining life, which is short and full
of suffering. To office workers like me, it’s a big challenge.

Since 2008, things have changed a great deal for me, especially since I
participated in the Repentance before Ten Thousand Buddhas at CTTB,
and understood the dharma-practice of Repentance. Also, after returning to
Taiwan, I bowed and recited “Universal Worthy’s Conduct and Vows,” as
well as the “Leaving the World” chapter of the Avatamsaka Sutra. A Dharma
Master also introduced me to the Pure Land Dharma, including the Suzra
on the Buddha of Infinite Life, Amitabha Buddha’s 48 vows, etc. Then, I felt
that my mind opened up and I understood a lot more. So I have been able to
truly experience the pleasure and joy of the Mahayana. Subsequently, I have
with a sincere and single mind made vows to seek rebirth in the Western
Land of Ultimate Bliss.

I came to CTTB to participate in the Repentance Before Ten Thousand
Buddhas with a very sincere mind. While here, I have also recited the
Avatamsaka Sutra and listened to various sutra lectures and instructional
talks by the Venerable Master, and by several other Dharma Masters as well.
I have also had an opportunity to ponder the meaning of such terms as
stillness, nonattachment, the mind of liberation, etc. Also, without quite
being aware of it, my mind has simultaneously become rather purified.
When I bowed in the morning, for example, I knew how to skillfully use
my mind to contemplate the wonderful states associated with “worshipping
and respecting all Buddhas, making praises to the Thus Come Ones,
practicing profoundly the giving of offerings, repenting and reforming all
karmic hindrances, rejoicing and following in all merit and virtue, etc., up
to universally transferring all merit and virtue. So then during the evening
ceremony, it has also become easier to concentrate on reciting the Buddha’s
name with a pure mind. In the Hall of Ten Thousand Buddhas, I can feel
that my body and mind are pure. It is too wonderful to express in words.
Reciting the Buddha’s name in the Buddha Hall at CTTB makes me feel so
light and so at ease.

Finally, I'd like to suggest that as we celebrate the 30th Anniversary of the
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas with so much gratitude for all the Buddhas
and Bodhisattvas — and for the Venerable Master Hua, that we also show
special appreciation for all the hard work of the Sangha in applying so



DHARMA REALM NEWS

H o SHAEDI R - EAFE I much effort in their cultivation. Because of their hard work, the causes and
BX—iy o b ACRTERYFIUEAR » BRI EE conditions have ripened to the point where at times we can’t any longer

B EEEE s FRER DR E DR all squeeze together and fit into the one big Buddha Hall here. Thus, the
4 SERRPIREIEIBE - 24 - faEEgyrs tentn fact, during the fourteen years of Venerable Master Hua’s absence,

BRELE « RE o B the Dh'a.rma Wheel herf:‘ has continued to turn, day and night, accordigg
to tradition, and The City has not only grown and become strong despite
frequent difficulties, but also has continued to provide a stable, secure and
healthy environment for all of us to learn in. Thank you very much.

SRR R AR R R AR AR TR R R R IR VR VR R T )

ah#&;{;, ce oo



