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Reflections on the
Buddhist Knowledge Contest
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By Lotus Lee, age 13, from Gold Sage Monastery

I May, when DM Heng Yun asked me if I wanted to sign
nup for the Buddhist Knowledge Contest at CTTB’s 30th
Anniversary Celebration in July, I was totally for it. After my
experience with Jeopardy at summer camp the previous year, I
definitely wanted to try it out.

From my previous experience with Jeopardy, summer camp
style, it involved no preparation. You just used whatever you
knew beforehand and went and had fun. Although it was a rather
primitive form of Jeopardy, it was heated and exhilarating, full of
laughter and jokes. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed it. I thought it
would be the same this time around too.

To my surprise, a few weeks later, my mom got an email about
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the contest that had at least one hundred pages of studying
material. All my mom could mutter was, “I'm too old for this!!”
I was just dumb struck and speechless. So, I began the studying.
It was rather like cramming for finals at med school. Until then,
I didn’t realize just how little I knew about Buddhism. For
example, I had no idea that the first sutra to be translated from
Sanskrit to Chinese was The Sutra in Forty-two Sections, and
that there are twelve kinds of ascetic practices. Because of this
contest, I greatly broadened my knowledge of Buddhism.

The 30th Anniversary Celebration was the biggest event for
CTTB this year. From the moment we drove through the mountain
gate, I could feel the excitement sparkling in the air. I had never
seen so many people at CT'TB. There were many commemorative
events throughout the day, such as lectures, the Lion and Dragon
dances, a parade put on by the boys' summer camp, a Liberating
Life Ceremony, and a lot more. The Buddhist Knowledge Contest
was scheduled for 1:00 p.m. in Dao Yuan Hall.

The categories for questions included precepts, sutras,
Buddhist history, and Buddhist idioms. There were two forms
of questions: multiple choice and Q&A. The multiple choice
questions were the most nerve-wracking, not because of the
questions themselves but because of the required method of
answering. We had to state the correct number of the choice
before stating the answer. The question could also have multiple
answers—including me—Ilost points because of this rule. On
that first round my team did really well, with a total score of
160 points, earning our spot in the final round. At the finals, our
team started picking it up. Our score began climbing steadily
until the end, where we came in a close second place.

I think one of the most important things I learned from this
competition was that we shouldnt try to win and be greedy for
the title. I found that whenever I was thinking about winning,
I would often press the buzzer too early and/or get the answer
wrong. But when I stopped thinking about winning and just
concentrated on the question, I usually got it right. I guess the
saying “Maintaining a placid attitude is the Way” is really true.

I want to thank all the Dharma Masters and laypeople
for making this year’s Buddhist Knowledge Competition so
successful and so very fun, with its great variety of questions,
state-of-the-art buzzer system and so much more. So whether
you were MC-ing, judging, keeping score, reading questions, up
on stage competing, or doing lots and lots of work behind the

scenes, or were just a spectator providing enthusiastic applause, I

THANK YOU FROM THE BOTTOM OF MY HEART.
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