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Sutra:
You will enter the Tathagata’s sea of wondrous adornments, perfect the
cultivation of Bodhi, and return to the state of nonattainment.

Commentary:

In this state, you will enter the Tathagata’s sea of wondrous adornments,
perfect the cultivation of Bodhi, and return to the state of nonattainment.
Ultimately, there is nothing to be attained. Why? Because Bodhi is inherent
in you and is not obtained from outside. The Treasury of the Zarhagata is
not something obtained externally. Rather, it is inherently yours. Thus, you
“return to the state of Non-Attainment.”

Sutra:

These are subtle demonic states that all Buddhas, World Honored Ones,
of the past, discerned with their enlightened clarity while in the state of
shamatha and vipashyana.

Commentary:
These ten states discussed above, which occur in the consciousness skandpa,
are subtle demonic states that all Buddhas, World Honored Ones, of
the past, discerned with their enlightened clarity while in the state of
shamatha and vipashyana. Shamatha is a kind of samadhi, in this case the
wonderful Shurangama Samadhi.

Vipashyana refers to the skill of subtle and refined contemplation. Because
of their enlightened understanding, they could discern those demonic states,
which are extremely subtle and very difficult to detect.

Sutra:
If you can recognize a demonic state when it appears and wash away the
filth in your mind, you will not develop wrong views.

Commentary:
If you can recognize a demonic state when it appears before you and be
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able to tell whether it is a demon or a Buddha, and you can wash away the
filth in your mind, you will not develop wrong views. Some states come
from demons external to you and some come from your own mind. The
external demons are easy to subdue. The internal demons of the mind are very
difficult to tame. Because once you have wrong knowledge and views, it’s very
difficult to free yourself from them. After you have recognized the external
demons, you have to cleanse away the filth of your own mind. What filth?
The most crucial filth in the mind is greed. We keep talking around it, and it
always comes back to that. Greed, to be more specific, is lust. If you don’t have
any thoughts of lust, you wil have washed away the filth of the mind, and you
will not develop wrong views. If you do not cleanse the mind of lust, then a
lot of problems will come your way. All these problems arise because of greed.
Subsequently, all kinds of trouble, afflictions, and ignorance then arise. Then,
you get caught up in wrong views. If you can get rid of these faults, the wrong
views will disappear.

Sutra:
The demons of the skandhas will melt away, and the demons from the
heavens will be destroyed. The mighty ghosts and spirits will lose their wits
and flee. And the demons and monsters will not dare to show themselves
again.

Commentary:

The demons of the five skandhas, which have been discussed, will melt away,
and the demons from the heavens will be destroyed. If you have genuine
wisdom and don’t get caught up in wrong views, the demons of the heavens will
be obliterated. You will strike fear into their hearts. The mighty ghosts and
spirits will lose their wits and flee. These beings are so strong that they can
knock over Mount Sumeru single-handedly. But if you have proper knowledge
and views and you have the Great Shurangama Samadhi, these powerful ghosts
and spirits will lose their wits and flee in terror when they see you. And the
demons and monsters will not dare to show themselves again. Li, Mei, and
Wang Liang are types of ghosts that were discussed earlier. They will also be
gone for good.

Sutra:

You will directly arrive at Bodhi without the slightest weariness,
progressing from lower positions to Great Nirvana without becoming
confused or discouraged.

Commentary:
You will directly arrive at Bodhi, the state of the Buddha, without the
slightest weariness. You won't have any difficulty or trouble progressing
from lower positions to Great Nirvana without becoming confused or
discouraged. Even those with inferior roots will be able to progress. You will
head straight for the wonderful fruition of Nirvana, and your mind will not
experience those earlier kinds of confusion and ignorance.

s To be continued



