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A Report on the Avatamsaka Sutra Recitation Session
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Talk given at the Buddha Hall of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas at June 20, 2009
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The Avatamsaka session at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas was really
wonderful. All attendants were grateful for the entire environment and
their hearts were full of dharma joy. On the evening of the last day, June20,

there were six Dharma friends who shared their experiences and feelings

with everyone there. & &
SR ¥ P
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#1 Speaker - Katherine Lam. When she was less than a year old, she moved
to London with her parents and has lived there ever since. She currently
works as an economist in the British Treasury. In order to come to the City
of 1en Thousand Buddhas, she used up all of her vacation leave. This was
her first visit to CTTB. Her mother accompanied her and it was her first
time here too. Katherine mentioned that she will definitely give positive
feedback to everyone in London and she hopes to bring more people with
her the next time she comes.

I first found out about this place from my younger brother. He
spends a lot of time exploring Buddhism, and particularly the Venerable
Master’s teachings. He too has never been to CTTB but he said he
will come here some day. So, he was the one who introduced me the
Venerable Master’s teachings. Subsequently, I read a lot of his lectures
and sutra commentaries. The more I read the more I became inspired
to practice Buddhism. I also encountered many fascinating stories
about this place, especially from reading the monthly journal Vajra
Bodhi Sea. For example, stories about Dharma Masters and laypeople
attaining rebirth in the pure land and auspicious clouds appearing in
the sky. Particularly this afternoon, when we saw Guan Yin Bodhisattva
and a dragon in the sky, it was very exciting. Some of you who have
been living here for so long may find these stories quite common, but
for me, it is something I have never experienced before. Moreover, it’s
something I'll definitely tell my Dharma friends about back home.

I came here with my mother. This was also her first time here.
She was also inspired to come after listening to the Venerable Master’s
lectures. Before this visit, my mom dreamt of the Venerable Master
talking to a disciple while walking on a huge lawn. Another time when
she was reciting one of Guan Yin’s mantras an image of a Thousand

Hands and Eyes Guan Yin Bodhisattva appeared before her. This
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image was just between her eyebrows while she was completely awake.
The strange thing was that the lawn that the Venerable Master walked
on in the dream was very similar to the lawn opposite the CTTB’s
dining hall. Moreover, the image of the Thousand Hands Guan Yin
Bodhisattva was exactly the same as the one in this Buddha hall (except
that the Guan Yin Bodhisattva she saw had the arms moving). Since
she'd never seen any pictures of CTTB before, or seen pictures of the
Guan Yin statue here, it was a truly amazing experience.

Life here is very peaceful and tranquil; many of you live here
and work for the Buddha Dharma. I grew up in a big city, where
selfishness and making money is part of everyday life. When I observe
the cultivators here, I'm deeply moved by how kind, sincere and
compassionate people are at CT'TB. People work hard from morning
to night and never have a day’s rest. With that, I reflect upon myself
and I feel deeply ashamed because I still have selfishness, greed and
delusion. Another experience is that reciting the Avatamsaka Sutra has
broadened my mind and vision. I will definitely go back home and
investigate this sutra and practice this Dharma door.

#2 Speaker — Wen Xing Zhang. His Dharma name is Guo Xing. He came
Sfrom Taiwan. This is his fourth visit to the City of 1en Thousand Buddhas.

The biggest reason for coming to CTTB was because I wanted to
take the Bodhisattva Precepts. When I just started learning the Buddha
Dharma, [ wanted to know how to become a Bodhisattva first and then
a Buddha. Therefore, I read the commentaries of the Avatamsaka Sutra
by the Venerable Master. I was trying to figure out how to practice the
Bodhisattva Path since I was still not very clear about it.

So while reading the Avatamsaka Sutra. 1 started to understand
that actually Bodhisattvas need to cultivate all sorts of Dharma doors
for limitless number of eons. First, they need to practice all kinds of
giving: internal giving, external giving, and the giving of fearlessness.
This includes giving to your country, your cities, your wife, your
sons, and it even includes giving away your brain, your marrow, your
blood, and everything. Not only that, but when people come to beg
for anything, Bodhisattvas actually have to give rise to a happy mind, a
happy attitude and to praise the person who comes to seek these things.
So then I thought that learning to practice the Bodhisattva Path was
just too much work. As a result, I decided to just hold the five precepts
which was good enough for me at the time.

Still later, however, I listened to the taped lectures of the
Shurangama Sutra wherein the Venerable Master said that the mind,
the Buddha, and living beings are all one and the same. The reason why
we become living beings is due to a single deluded thought. But we still
have the opportunity to return to our full, intrinsic Buddha-nature.
Therefore, I am now more confident to take the Bodhisattva Precepts.
I realized this confidence while reciting the Avatamsaka Sutra this time.
The sutra describes the Bodhisattva Path as the one that we all walk to
Buddhahood. If we wish to realize Buddhahood, it’s best to practice the
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Way according to the methods described in the Avatamsaka Sutra in
order to perfect our cultivation.

Considered chapter-by-chapter, the entire Avatamsaka Sutra is like
a garland of flowers. It is so special and wonderful. The Fortieth chapter,
Universal Worthy Bodhisattva’s Conduct and Vows, tells us that the
merit and virtue of the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas is inexhaustible, and
cannot even be expressed in words, and that by cultivating the Ten Great
Kings of Vows we can realize the very same kind of merit and virtue. In
this particular chapter, it tells us how to practice the Ten Great Kings
of Vows. At the end of the sutra, there is a verse that says, “If someone
reads, recites or proclaims these vows, the fruition and retribution this
person reaps is known only by the Buddhas. One will definitely obtain
the highest path of bodhi. If one recites Universal Worthy’s vows, even
with just a small portion of one’s good roots, everything is perfected in
a single thought, and the pure vows of living beings will all be fulfilled.”
The reward we obtain can only be known by the Buddhas. If we
cultivate and recite Universal Worthy’s conduct and vows, all practices
are perfected in a single thought. Even if we wish to be reborn in the
Land of Ultimate Bliss in the West, our wish will be fulfilled due to
our great blessings from accepting, reading, reciting, and maintaining
Universal Worthy’s Conduct and Vows. Remember, the Amitabha Sutra
says, “One cannot have few good roots to be born in that land.” If we
recite, uphold and read Universal Worthy’s Conduct and Vows, or even
proclaim them, we will quickly realize bodhi’s highest path.

#3 Speaker — Andrew Lin. He came from Singapore. He took refuge at Zi
Yun Dong Temple, Malaysia in year 2000 before going back to school at
Singapore Polytechnic for an advanced degree. When Andrew went back
to Singapore, he found a Way-place there called BBDC, Buddhist Book
Distribution Center, so he took his written recitations, sutras and mantras
there to practice. His entire life changed from there. Here he briefly shares
some of his responses.

Believe it or not, I went back to school at the age of 45 in year
2000. I was the oldest in the class, and there I learned how to study
Buddhism. So then I began to spend most of my time at the BBDC in
Singapore. During my final term exam, inconceivable things happened.
When I took my Ship’s Stability written exam, for example, the air
conditioning kept blowing towards me. It was so very cold and on top
of that, I was having a very bad flu that day. I said to myself, “How am
I going to sit here for the entire exam when the air conditioning keeps
blowing at me?” Then, I said, “Okay fair enough.” I will just recite
three times Namo Guan Shi Yin Pu Sa. Then all of a sudden the air
conditioner completely failed, and only the normal air blew towards
me. Meanwhile, the whole examination hall was looking perfectly fine,
except for the one air conditioner that was blowing towards me. I said,
“Oh dear! This is inconceivable! So that day I successfully finished my
paper without a hitch.

So I passed my written. Then followed the oral. The oral is the most
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difficult exam in maritime examinations in Singapore. As it turned
out, the day that Zi Yun Dong Temple was holding the precept
ceremony coincided with my exams. I called the examiner, and
asked if I might postpone my exam to the next Friday or Saturday
since the precept ceremony was being held on Friday or Saturday
of the exam day. So I was telling myself, “Go ahead and take the
precepts. Then, along the way, you have some studying to do.” But
I never thought that it would actually work out. After I finished
taking the five precepts successfully, I went back to school but I
paid very little attention to my studies. Then on the evening before
my exam day I had a very wonderful dream. Somebody behind
me was telling me, “Oh, you don’t have to worry. You'll pass your
exam.” How could it be? If you don’t study, you will never pass.
Everybody knows that if you don’t study you will never pass. On
the exam day I went to the exam room. To my surprise I saw my
friend. He told me, “Andrew, I know what you dont know. So
I'll tell you what you don’t know.” Then he just asked me some
questions that I knew the answers to, and taught me what I didn’t
know. In the end he asked me to send a photograph to the front
counter. | said to him, “Are you going to pass me?” He looked at
me and said, “You have passed.” It was exactly the same scene that
I saw in my dream. Even until today, I still can clearly remember
that dream. It is so true.

Now, for the third response. After passing my exam, I became
captain of a ship. I was deployed to Taiwan to take charge of some
cable repairs in the east of Taiwan. The depth of the water was
more than 6000 meters when we were given the task of raising
some telephone cables for repair due to earthquake damage. There
were more than 10 cables which were damaged. My vessel was
supposed to repair two cables and it was during the wintertime
monsoon season. I was telling myself, “How do I finish the job
with such weather?” During the repair process, I had to hook up
a fifty-meter cable. How did it manage to stay on the hook? It
was really inconceivable. The cable was somehow tied
on to the hook!
hook, so that’s why it was so easy to bring up the cable;

Somebody must have tied it to the

otherwise it would slip away because of its weight. That
very week, it was drizzling. I went up to the bridge
one day. To my great surprise, I saw — right in front of
my very eyes — that bodhisattvas were there - sitting in
the lotus position. Looking out the window, I blinked
my eyes and I could still see them for a few seconds. Then, they
disappeared. In conclusion, we have to believe that we have to
focus single-mindedly in order to have good responses.

$To be continued



