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The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas:
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C * ,  of Ten Thousand Buddhas was formally established in 1976.
l z:)/ Later, both the Guan Yin Bodbisattvas statue and the opening-
the-eye ceremony, as well as Dharma Realm Buddhist Universitys grand
opening were held on November 4, 1979. Three years after that, the grand
opening ceremony for the three-arched main mountain gate, the Ten Thousand
Buddhas Hall, and Five Contemplations Hall were held on Ocrober 30,
1982. At the opening ceremony in 1982, Venerable Master Hua obviously
delighted in addressing the crowd: “Cultivation needs a place to practice,” he
said. “The opportunity is now ripe and the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
is established. In time, the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas will be graced by
the presence of ten thousand Buddhas. These ten thousand Buddhas, however,
are not present Buddhas, but future Buddhas: they are Buddhist disciples who
have made the resolve for Bodhi, are making it now, or who will make it in
the future. So, we can know that ten thousand Buddhas eventually will come
to accomplish Buddhahood here.”
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In the very beginning, in 1976, when we accepted the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas, lots of people simply stood by doing nothing except
making fun. “Look!” they laughed. “With that huge place, it won’t be a
year before we see that poor monk fail and have to close up shop! The
whole place will go bankrupt!” But see? It’s already been six or seven years!
So we can see that the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas progresses day-by-
day, is better year-by-year, and has a brighter and brighter future. Why?
Why am I not afraid? It’s because 'm unselfish. Whatever I do, I do for
Buddhism rather than for my own personal benefit or advantage. So,
not only does the population of the Sangha at the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas increase day-by-day, but also the number of Sutras that we
translate increases day-by-day. Not only that, but even though seven
years feels like just the blink of an eye, tens, even thousands of Buddhas
have already come to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, and we are still
only in the expansion and development phase.

At CTTB, We Build from Earth to Heaven.
As for development plans, we can build the Avatamsaka Proper Grand
Dharma Hall approximately 200 feet by 220 feet in the field behind
the Buddha Hall. So it will be over 40,000 square feet, total, and
accommodate close to 10,000 people. Someone says, “But that many
people don’t come here!” But let me tell you, if we wait until that happens,
it will be too late. So we prepare now for 10,000 people who will come
later to attend lectures and to cultivate. Furthermore, the new dining
hall will be located at the west exit of Greatly Kind and Compassionate
Court. The tree there will be removed so that the new dining hall can be
built between Medicine Master Hall and the existing dining hall. Since
there are buildings on both sides, it’s easy to build in the center. The
Long Life Hall we are now building is to protect, to eradicate disasters,
and to pray for longevity for CTTB. The Merit and Virtue Hall on the
west side is for those in the laity who want to return to their roots; that
is, for anyone who wants to make CTTB their final resting place. The
Rebirth Hall and Long Life Hall are for Dharma Protectors of CTTB.
So, we need to develop as fast as we can. Someone may say, “But
Dharma Master! You need money in order to develop. Are you going
to ask for donations from the laity?” Don't worry. I never ask people
for money. I will do what I say I will do, but I will never ask people for
money. You don’t need to be afraid. If you don't believe, and if you are
still afraid, then you should leave as soon as you can so that you won’t
be tied down by debt. So, we'll build the Avatamsaka Proper Grand
Dharma Hall, (a very large scale project), as well as the Jeweled Pagoda,
the Great Jeweled Hall and the Liberating Life Pond. The construction
projects are endless. We build from earth to heaven, more and more, day
after day. For those who aren't afraid of accumulating merit and virtue,
they can come to protect this Way Place. For those who are afraid, they
can run away quickly

Aucust 2009 VaJrA BopHl Sea

21

A0 ou3 Jo aumn4 ey} pue Jussald 8y} ‘1sed eyl



A0 au} Jo aumn4 ey} pue Jussald oy} ‘1sed eyl

BHHONEE N RERKEK

HRI = - PP RIEE BT gl S

- RS TAE  ERg R  EelE NE
SR R R R T

Ja e = e F“ s BRI ;if] 2455 FE = [
Py 5T - AN RV Z F%E,Ij TF1
o W RS A - o
lfmvé%l;wv«« itk -

]EJ PIo5 RL I T (P o e T R

IR R (R & U’-’HF‘%@iﬁl’ﬁL i E*]

S i
PR o 4} T 2
% g R

A Py s
*E Ej— EFPR] e 9
iﬁjﬂsﬂl P R BT

IfLT Mmﬁ”’
F’?' b e 3l

r:[j;LF{_[[_{ ﬂrJFh A=
o e [ﬂj Rl
% “u Eﬂjr &

'zsé S Ifﬁglﬁ 7

CTTB never asks people for donations. But when we were building
the Mountain gate, a person donated over a thousand dollars, and we
spent over two-hundred thousand dollars total to build the gate. Why?
Because some materials had to be shipped from Taiwan since they couldn’t
be manufactured by our workers here. So that’s why we spent lots of
money on the gate. We didn’t ask for donations to build the Long Life Hall
and the Rebirth Hall, either. Most people don’t even know that we have
these projects going on. Know, too, that we will accept comments, good
or bad, from people outside of CTTB, because such people are our good-
knowing advisors.
But regardless of
what people say, we
will work hard and
move forward. We
will try our best,
no matter what.
The new Precept
Platform building,
for example, s
perhaps the best in
the world. Maybe
I haven’t seen all the
Precept Platform
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buildings in  the

world, but I've seen enough. So we can say that perhaps there is no other
Precept Platform building in the whole world that is as adorned or as
perfect as this one. No matter which part of world you are from, if you
want to receive precepts, or to truly cultivate, we welcome you. We didn’t
ask for donations when we built this Precept Platform building, either.
We don't even have a book to record donations in. Why dont we ask
for donations when we launch these huge projects? It’s because we work
seriously and honestly. We show, not just tell. That is to say: we truly
follow and practice the principals of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas.
Just now I have taken you on a tour of the newly built dining hall;
this dining hall can accommodate two-thousand people. Not only are
we building the dining hall, but also we are beginning to build the great
Buddha Hall, which can accommodate as many as ten-thousand people
to come to bow and pay respects to the Buddhas. In all the Americas,
or even in all of Asia, there isn’t a Way-place as large as this one, capable
of accommodating ten-thousand people. People may say, “Why build
such a large place? What for?” Actually, you can't say that this place is all
that big. Within the United States, CT'TB is an international city, which
means that all the peoples of the world can come to visit; with a smaller
place, that wouldn’t be possible. In China, our smallest Way-places could
accommodate five-hundred to a thousand people, which seemed like a big
deal at the time. So here in the United States, I feel that accommodating
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ten-thousand people is nothing out of the ordinary. Look at the Vatican
in Rome, for example. It can accommodate some ten-thousand people.
So if we are going to have an international Buddhist Way-place for all
the peoples of the world, even room for ten-thousand won’t be enough.

The Inauguration of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas and the
Unveiling of the Gateway

A Recollection by Liu Jisheng

On October 31, 1982, the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas of Wonderful
Enlightenment Mountain in Talmage, California (110 miles north of San
Francisco), had a major celebration for the following: the completion
and unveiling of the gate of three arches, opening of the Hall of Ten
Thousand Buddhas, inauguration of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas,
and completion and unveiling of the newly constructed large dining hall.

The Chinese architecture of the gate of three arches combines the
modern and the traditional. It is an extremely meaningful symbol of
the westward movement of the Buddhadharma. The newly constructed
dining hall can accommodate large gathering.

Sunday, October 31, turned out to be a sunny and breezy day.
Sunshine broke through the clouds that had gathered in the last few days.
At 9 a.m., several thousand members of the fourfold assembly and guests
joined the celebrations. Most of the Buddhists came from San Francisco
and Los Angeles. However, besides the United States and Canada, groups
of up to several hundred also came from as far as Singapore, Malaysia,
Taiwan, and Hong Kong.

While a sea of people stood before the gate of three arches, the
ribbon-cutting ceremony began with remarks by local government
and elected officials, as well as representatives from different countries.
Later, everyone gathered at the grounds before the Buddha Hall of Ten
Thousand Buddhas for a dignified ceremony.
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The Abbot of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, the Venerable
Hsuan Hua, made the following speech during the opening ceremony
of the Hall of Ten Thousand Buddhas:

The United States is a superpower; therefore it must do outstanding
things that surpass other countries. Catholicism and Christianity have
already established excellent foundations here. Buddhism has been an
exception; it has not proliferated here. History has shown us that a
country experiences major growth and wellbeing, peace and prosperity
when Buddhism flourishes there. This is because the Buddhadharma is
about world peace. Take for example the Han Dynasty and the Tang
Dynasty in China. During those times Buddhism was at its pinnacle
and the nation experienced its Golden Age.

In both cases, Buddhism eventually dwindled because by and
by people were no longer sincere. They focused on form. As a result,
Buddhism slowly declined. Along with the decline of the religion came
a decline in the country’s fate. There is a close tie between the two.

The current budding of the Buddhism in America heralds a bright
future for the United States. This eventis the prelude ofamajorawakening,
a turn for the better, for the entire nation. However, in a super country
we should have a super Buddhist center that is of international scale. It
should be large enough to accommodate all believers throughout the
universe. The City is a Buddhist community open to any nationality,
race, or creed. Not only Buddhists, but practitioners of other religions
as well, are welcome to come here and investigate true principle with
us. The only condition is that they respect and follow the Five Great
Guidelines of the City (not fighting, not being greedy, not seeking, not
being selfish, and not pursuing personal advantage).

The famous 20th Century British historian Arnold Toynbee said,
‘Contact of the Occident with Buddhism is historically the most
important encounter of the twentieth century” Surpassing even the
invention of atom bomb or halogen bomb and other technology. I
believe that is correct.

The Chair of the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors said in
his remarks that a “potent force has come to Mendocino County... a force
of light... The door to the light is now open to everyone, without regard
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to nationality or race, requiring only that one be selfless and altruistic. This
is the path of light.

The opening of the new dining hall took place immediately after the
inauguration of the ten thousand Buddhas at the Hall of Ten Thousand
Buddhas. The entire crowd of several thousand gathered in front of the new
dining hall for photographs. After the meal, the honorable Dharma Master,
the Abbot of the City, gave a thoughtful and meaningful Dharma talk that
deeply moved the audience. Ceremonies for transmitting the Refuges, the
Five Precepts, and the Bodhisattva Precepts, as well as for liberating life,
went on until 4 p.m., marking a happy conclusion to the occasion.

My Response

By Bhiksuni Heng Jin

I remember since I took the refuge with Venerable Master in 1981, I asked
Master how I can cultivate to be able to have some results. Shr Fu gave his
instruction: [Perseverance, Honesty and Persistence.] Therefore left home
people’s Dharma names begin with Heng, which in English translates as
Constantly, or Always. I thought it over: Buddhists must set up perseverant
vows, raise honest respectful mind towards Dharma, and need to practice
and uphold the vows according to Dharma with unremitting persistence.
Ah! The Buddha Dharma’s Way is long and remote.

Gold Wheel Monastery organized a group to participate in the
establishment of City of Ten Thousand Buddhas mountain gate in
October,1982. I said with regret: “If Guo Cheng (Eldest
daughter) is not going to have her Accountant test soon, I really
want to go!” Venerable Master said it carelessly:” If you come,
> So I decided
to go. The celebration day for the establishment of the Mountain

your daughter will pass the examination for sure.’

Gate, there were great many disciples in the assembly, formed
two rows in front of the Mountain Gate. Venerable Master wore
red Dharma Robe. All the Bhikshus wore red Precepts Sash; they
climbed up the stairs one by one. Venerable Master stood right
in the middle of the assembly, Bhikshus were on his left and right

sides, serious and adorned. I could not remember the procedures
of the assembly, I just remembered before the celebration
finished, Venerable Master announced: “People who have wishes, pray to
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas silently on your own.” Venerable Master was
speaking in the Gate Tower while I was standing down underneath praying
sincerely that Buddhas and Bodhisattvas can bless Guo Cheng to be able to
pass her Certified Accountants exam. When the result came out, she scored
84 and passed the exam (the pass mark for certified accountants exam was
70). Thanks to Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, Venerable Master’s blessings. 1
told this story to Master, Master said: “This is her own business, I knew
nothing about it.” Master never sees himself as a virtuous one.

s)To be continued
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