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From White Mountain and Black W ater,

an Extraordinary Hero Emerged
The Biography of Venerable Master Hsuan Hua: The China Period
PREFACE TO THE NEW EDITION

“From empty space I came; to empty space I shall return.” July 28, 1995 marked the
cremation ceremony of Venerable Master Hsuan Hua, the High Sanghan of the era.
His ashes were scattered into empty space, not leaving a trace in this world. Although
the Venerable Master had physically departed, his spirit and his teachings are ever
present, just like the constant presence of empty space. Ordinary people are attached to
attributes and cannot comprehend. Therefore, we disciples make the greatest use of the
attribute of letters to renew the publication comprising the Venerable Master’s wisdom,
which is free from attributes, depicting the Master’s lifetime conduct and practice, and
elucidating the Master’s boundless accomplishments in Buddhism. This will serve as a
refreshing admonishment bequeathed to future generations for years without end.

In 1973, during the first compilation of the English edition, Records of the Life of
Chan Master Hsuan Hua, the Venerable Master instructed us to form a committee to
be in charge of publishing the said biography. The committee should include disciples
of the Fourfold Assembly and those who have drawn near to the Venerable Master.
Based on this, in July 2006 the Dharma Realm Buddhist Association (DRBA) created
the Committee for the Publication of Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Biography. This
committee will oversee all pertinent tasks associated with the publication. The foremost
goal is to compile all materials replete with the Venerable Master’s spirit of teaching and
substantiate them with historical facts.

Opver the last couple of years, there has been a growing interest for an early completion
of the biography in both Chinese and English editions from the Fourfold Disciples
from the East and the West, as well as scholars and specialists. As a result, a chapter
of the biography in Chinese - “The Master’s Life in China,” will be the first to be
printed for the 30th Anniversary of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB) and
to commemorate the forty-seven years of the [Orthodox] Buddhism that the Venerable
Master brought to the West. That will be followed by chapters covering the Venerable
Master’s life, Dharma propagation, and establishment of monasteries in Hong Kong, the
United States, and other places worldwide.

The chapter on the Venerable Master’s life in China isa result of thorough investigation.
Compilations of the Venerable Master’s daily lectures, as well as Dharma talks spoken
during Dharma propagation trips around the world, are gathered and explored in detail
for episodes of the Master’s life in China. In addition, we drew on Professor Fusen

JuLy 2009 Vaira BobHI SEa 41

e 38 5 -



* DHARMA REALM NEWS

5 FE200047 F B U

\ . i p Gl SREEL B
30F (HR B AKEAIER v sti fibiiiilRire
= BEkoH e gx S0 g %
F B47F) ZR&  #BEA sSgesy R i Mig*iaiidigiesti® 4 2
. < 5 -t 31 3 = £ & 3 3 3
T o R Y B B o SR ST *g% npkesny ey mnd i SRR
. =M A g + EaA° 7 :
fi BN EAEEHE - £H FHLI e A TRANTTSITERRRITN.
N N weiets m%%ax ~ ¥ D AEE: - fiiaianan
%D%ﬁ%i&@ﬁ%’%xié’ﬂ fiﬁf“?% sl B2 AL : il ?g‘;‘g;,}g%i;
I - AR REGARED - o sibilf ¥ ®azes ey setgiiiiriling
TR ERE AE DU §ariit s Vaeiy a2 e el
SRR LT B . 3 Il g i g rPURil diLGliELS
BTURSE LA BRI - 5 TN S P A EE
. N B E 5 3 e b L = a X
- MEHEAsmAA = G 5 W8 R0 g AT
B Bl AREEREZ E ‘

FEE 5 SAMIEHEEUL99346
H25HZIA - BEARK
FRRLER L N BREEBAYAE R N
w o EANE—ENERENE
— R A FTREER AR - kA0t
Pozpn - T EAR RO
Eﬁﬂ'\] & T ERBECH 3, directly from you, Venerable Master, but read them
EERREE - BUERGEH from a publication, I would find them unbelievable.
MET  FAREMA—BAL  Now, I totally believe in your narrations. What you

Yang’s records of his interview with the Venerable Master
regarding the Master’s life. The interview was conducted
in 1993, from June 25 to September. There were many
interesting and unusual episodes in the Master’s life
that ordinary people could not fathom. Professor Yang
himself admitted, “If I did not hear these narrations

ﬁ{‘ﬁ%i@ﬁ@%%%%‘% % . went through in your life is not something that ordinary
HIRZ N ENETTR people could experience.”

= EARR T ARERAT Many people say that the Venerable Master had
JERETS] > BTV > 75 very great spiritual power. The Master said, “It is
= PR IO - NA not that I possess any ability or spiritual skills, but
Lo FEETERLARUE © ) K rather, it is the blessings from the Buddhas
fAE L ANB35EE > F A%  and Bodhisattvas. When people are truly sincere,
TEAIEY - B E I they will receive a response from the Buddhas
1t BEEIETT - and Bodhisattvas.” What the Venerable Master
B¥idn b ANFEES 0 &ZFE9  had given us as we learn alongside him, are
E20064F-8 A BAtaHE T A the most genuine teachings and down-to-earth
seilig s IESC ~ BO%E - HEARES: methods of cultivation.
=t TYESERE  RIREE TR Working towards the publication of the new /%

VAR » B ASEEAE AR edition of the Venerable Master’s biography, in Agust
SE R A giEET > A 20006, the Committee started the task of collecting materials and references. They then
17~ 2806 B, Sk DR took the steps of editing, polishing, proofreading, designing the layout, completing the
P E B 25 - [ manuscript and finally sending it off to the printers. During this period of time, all
R (S S those involved were immersed in the Venerable Master’s words, engrossed in episodes

BAE A CERE o PEIES) S of the Master rescuing beings, and absorbed in the Master’s virtuous conduct, kindness,
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H%ﬁfc—‘—i@ﬁifaﬂé;‘ ; e liberating living beings till the end of time.

YT Preface written by the Committee for the Publication of Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Biography
on January 2009 in California, USA / Translated into English by Zheng Gwo Wei

compassion and wisdom. All these have inadvertently made a positive impact. We wish
that all those who read or hear about the new edition, From White Mountain and
Black Water, an Extraordinary Hero Emerged, will bring forth the great Bodhi mind
and quickly attain the fruition of Bodhi; connect with the Master’s magnanimity of
kindness, compassion, joy and giving; and carry on the Thus Come One’s mission of
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