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Planting the Roots Down, Producing the Fruits Above:

A Thirty-year Experience of the Elementary and High Schools
at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (III)
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A talk by Bhikshu Shi Jin Fan of Dharma Realm Buddhist Association at the World Buddhist Forum on March 29, 2009.

FRE

PEHE S FE A &
GHERN AR LA
Al > T & FE R
W I8 2 v 7N %
5 2 F1] & i B
oo s 0 T K
i VAN TIN5
RENFEE - RPR
WL ok E S B
BEZRG LA
tt 78 Bt o 69 {8
B o P HEE F
B E S~ TR |
2~ DEE
AR a A v kA E
AR RIE R EL - BEifiE B =S
KigE#oK o MEAERWEE B8
AL TEFGERRIHER
FAH TENS B AR ER -
e BEE TS EE R R ER
£ WiAgth TR TTE - B2
HHEEKEREE » FUR S B
BE o | EEFEEEL 0 DU
AR A P B s Y iR U L EI &
iR EESRA B -

TRIZ R R AV S DU &R KED
I EFBEREVLIIR A B 2
PR AR RS R U 5 B
=

99 EMERAE —OOIETA

3% 3% English translated by Stephanie Li

Mr. Gracia from Spain brought his wife
and two young sons to the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas five years ago. He
said: “I came to the U.S. more than
16 years ago. Soon I realized that the
education system here was not better. I
kept reading about drugs, gang fights,
teen pregnancies, and schools with metal
detectors. And the problem was not just
the students; teachers were walking out
of schools demanding better salaries and
the students being left alone without
education.”

03/29/2009

“Just as things were looking hopeless,
I came across the Venerable Master’s
vision of the schools. He had seen the problems with the current education
system and had laid out his set of solutions. There was no rocket science here,
just pure intuitive wisdom.” This was what motivated the young Mr. Gracia
and his wife, Dr. Min Zhang from Xingjiang, China, to move to the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas.

Based on the philosophy of establishing the school, as well as the
overwhelming enthusiasm of the volunteer teachers who put all their heart and
efforts into the school, Developing Virtue Secondary School hopes that every
graduate would able to achieve four kinds of educational goals:

1. To have a good moral character, interact harmoniously with others, and
possess leadership and communication skills;

2. To develop their own inherent spiritual wisdom through meditation and
other spiritual practices and teachings;

3. To explore and develop their individual academic potential and talents in
the humanities, sciences or arts.

4. To express a multinational, global awareness and understanding; and
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show an appreciation and respect for a variety of cultures and religions.

Having an excellent environment and also a clear educational goal
attracted many parents to send their children to the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas to receive their education. One parent, Helen Liu, said, “My
American friends asked me why I wanted to send my daughters to a
school so far away. I replied, “The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas has a
pure and beautiful environment, and the school emphasizes developing
virtue and instilling goodness. Plus, the students also study Buddhism,
Chinese and Meditation there. This wonderful kind of education is not
something you can find anywhere else in America. For their sake, some
things need to be sacrificed. An old Chinese saying goes: ‘A banquet
won't last forever.” Even if our children lived with us now, when they go
to college don’t we have to part with them then? Our daughters just left
us a few years earlier, that’s all.”

In 1991, John Chu left his job as a diplomat, accompanied his wife and
a two-year old daughter and drove for nine days from Washington, D.C.,
to come to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas to become a volunteer. It is
mainly because he would like his daugther to receive a good education. He
said: “All of the students at Instilling Goodness School and Developing
Virtue School are most fortunate to receive an excellent education that
fosters their whole personality within a pure, pristine environment that
emphasizes the development of virtuous character. In retrospect, during
the 14 years of Nancy’s education at Instilling Goodness and Developing
Virtue Schools, not only did she learn good habits of being respectful to
teachers, refraining from killing, protecting life and sharing her views and
interacting with others in appropriate ways, but she also passed through
her teenage years untroubled by violence, drugs and other negative
influences. I have often heard other people say that when Nancy was
younger, she always used to frown. However, now she has turned into a
cheerful girl who always has a smile on her face.”

Qin Zhi Lau, who graduated in 2007, came to the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas with his parents from Malaysia in 1994. He attended
school here since kindergarten, receiving a complete education here at
the CTTB. His dad works as a volunteer and his mother helps with the
administrative work in the school. With his high academic grades and
excellent performance, he has received a full four-year scholarship at
Princeton University. Last year, he started a Buddhist association in the
University and has shared what he learned since young, and there are
now over 10 students who have joined. This is one of the achievements
of the graduates from the CTTB, where they've taken their experience
and expand it outside the scope of the school. His father, Teck Hok Lau,
said, “The Venerable Master often said, “The purpose of an education is
to understand — not to get wealthy or famous.” We hope that our children
will walk this path. I have already wasted half of my entire life, and I hope
my children will not walk on my footsteps and make the same mistakes I
did. I feel very happy that I made the right choice in 1994.”
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Year 2007 is also Developing Virtue Secondary School’s most
important and memorable year. The school has undergone strict
evaluation and finally been accredited by WASC (Western Association
of Schools and Colleges). And it is the first accredited American
Buddhist high school. The graduates’ academic grades are recognized
by all universities, and the school is allowed to issue student visas for
international students. Many students, upon graduating, are accepted
to good schools such as the University of California in Berkeley,
Stanford University, Columbia University, Princeton Univeristy and
MIT. Some students, after receiving their college degrees, have come
back to join the volunteer teaching program.

In reality, Instilling Good Elementary and Developing Virtue
Secondary School is really a miniature school. From kindergarten to
high school, there are only approximately 170 students; but there are
about 40 teachers and everyone is doing their best to work as one for
the school. With this kind of special environment, not only would
the students receive Buddhist teachings, they would also learn the
Chinese Confucian values; and yet, the education they receive would
not be apart from present day learnings. The school is cultivating
and training and gets healthier with each generation. This kind of
teaching, on the surface, looks like an education for the students; but
in reality, it’s also teaching the teachers, parents and others.

Currently, the students are from various places; from different
states in the U.S., Canada, Asia (China, Taiwan, Singapore, Malaysia,
Thailand, Philippines), Europe (Spain, France, Netherlands, Belgium,
Luxembourg). These students from different parts of the world will
in the future take what they've learned back to their own countries. A
volunteer teacher, Mr. Chen Wei-Hong, said: “Our school is neither
large nor populous. However, every student can be said to be like a
seed. All it takes is true dedication in raising them, and in the future,
each and every seed will become a great tree. And when this tree
flowers and bears fruit, it will give birth to millions of new seeds.”
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