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REFLECTION IN THE WATER-MIRROR:TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY [ K& @ % 4% & 3¢ %% ]
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Lectures by the Venerable Master Hua on April 1, 1988
Wb ik 33% Translated into English by Bhikshu Jin Yong

Praise:

Confucius’s disciple Virtuous Zi-Qian

Filial to parents and kind to friends

As worthy as Yan Yuan

Kept the stepmother for the sake of his younger brothers
Transformed her into a good mother on behalf of his father
Both parents were joyful and the family remained intact.

Commentary:

Confucius’s disciple / Virtuous Zi-Qian. Among Confucius’ students,
Yan Yuan and Ming Zi-Qian were foremost in virtue. Filial to parents and
kind to friends / As worthy as Yan Yuan. He was very filial to his parents
and kind to his younger brothers. He was as virtuous and worthy as Yan Yuan.

Kept the stepmother for the sake of his younger brothers / Transformed
her into a good mother on behalf of his father. For his younger brothers’
sake, he begged his father to keep the stepmother; on behalf of his father, he
transformed the stepmother into a good mother.

Both parents were joyful and the family remained intact. Because of
his virtue and wisdom, his father was happy and fought no more with the
stepmother; the stepmother became very considerate; no more animosity
existed between both of them. He transformed war into peace in his family.
He saved his family from breaking up, and all three children were saved from
suffering from the cold.

Another verse:

Filiality and worthiness are the universal virtues.

Brightness reaches afar and shines the whole universe.

Old Lai acted like a child to entertain parents.

Min Sun pleaded his father not to have all children go frozen.
His virtuous conduct transformed the society.

His utmost sincerity moved and resolved animosity.
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People’s hearts became
good and calamities
were quelled. Abundant
harvest of crops lasted
for billions of years.
Filiality
worthiness are the

and

universal virtues. /
Brightness reaches
afar and shines the
whole universe. This
light reaches afar like
an illuminating bomb
shines all places.

Old Lai acted like
a child to entertain
parents. Why was he
called Old Lai Zi? When
he was over 80 years old,

his parents were likely

to be over 100. He was

afraid that his parents worried about him being unmarried and thus without
any sons and grandchildren. He put on colorful clothes and acted like a kid,
jumping, dancing and playing in front of his parents. He pretended crying
and then laughing to make his parents happy. Min Sun pleaded his father
not to have all children go frozen. Min Sun advised his father: “All three
children would go frozen without the mother.”

His virtuous conduct transformed the society. His behavior influenced
not only his family but also the neighborhood and became part of the
culture. He made filial respect to become a custom. His utmost sincerity
moved and resolved animosity. With his utmost sincerity, he transformed
war into peace. His stepmother used to be very jealous and mean; however,
he was able to resolve the animosity. As a result, his father did not kick the
stepmother out.

People’s hearts became good and calamities were quelled. He was
able to turn people’s hearts towards goodness. As a result, the weather
became favorable, the country peaceful and people happy. There were no
more natural or manmade calamities. Abundant harvest of crops lasted
for billions of years. Every year the harvest of crops was abundant, and
everyone had enough food to eat; unlike Zi-Qian who had neither enough
food to eat nor enough clothes to keep warm. This is so called “One person
has blessings and billions of people rely on him.” His virtuous conducts
moved people to become filial to parents and friendly to brothers.
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