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Even in Buddhist countries, many believe in Christianity, right?
Even in Buddhist countries not everyone understands the
Buddhadharma. Think about how many people don’t understand
it. They may appear to understand it, but they haven’t penetrated
the inner doctrines at all. It’s not easy to meet up with the
Buddhadharma. You should consider how rare it is to encounter.
“Nor would their hearts would be reverent.” You should pay
reverence to the Triple Jewel. If the Buddha remained long in
the world, people wouldn’t think of the Buddhadharma as rare,
and they wouldn’t be reverent. Seeing that living beings weren’t
being reverent toward him, the Buddha said, “It’s time to go. 'm
entering Nirvana!”

Hearing that, someone is thinking, “Being a person and
becoming a Buddha take the same length of time.” They are happy
and say, “That’s not bad. I may not get to be a Buddha, but if I can
be a person for such a long time, life after life, then I don’t need to
become a Buddha. I'll just be a person, eat some good food, wear
some nice clothes, live in a fine house, buy a good car, a plane—
when I'm rich, I'll go for a vacation on the moon! That won’t be
bad at all.” That is a fairly intelligent plan, but it doesn’t leave you
any real control. There is no way to know with certainty if you
can do it. I said that we have been people for a long time, but that
was just an estimate. Actually, during all this time, not only have
you been a person, but you've been everything else as well. You've
been up to heaven and met God, and entered the earth to see one
in charge of the earth. You also roamed among human beings,
meeting the leaders. You've been all around. In fact, you went to
the moon a long time ago, too. You just forgot, just as you have
forgotten a lot of things you did as a child. There are even times
when you forget the things you do from one day to the next. In
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fact, sometimes by one o’clock in the afternoon you can't remember what
you did at noon. If you forget the things you do in this life, how much more
likely are you to forget the things you did in your previous lives.

We say that the Buddha does not change but accords with conditions, and
accords with conditions but does not change. He is forever unchanging. But
as a person, you can turn into something else anytime. You can turn into a
cat, a dog, a little bug running around, or a pigeon flying through the air.
Take, for example, the article in yesterday’s paper in which people wanted to
become animals—cats, dogs, tigers, lions, vultures, frogs, mice, and so forth.
Everything is made from the mind alone; you become what you want to be.

“Well, I want to become a god. Can I do that?” you ask. Yes, you can.
You can be whatever you want. Because you have a wish and an intention,
you can arrive at your aim. Based on this principle, if we want to become
Buddhas, we can do so. If you don’t want to become a Buddha, you won't.
Being a person is very dangerous. Being a Buddha is very peaceful. If you
like danger, then do dangerous things. If you prefer peace and quiet and
happiness, then do peaceful and happy things.

Sutra:

“For that reason, the Thus Come One expediently says, ‘Bhikshus, you
should know that it is difficult to meet with a Buddha appearing in
the world.” What is the reason? Those of scant virtue may pass through
limitless hundreds of thousands of myriads of kotis of eons, during
which time they may see a Buddha or they may not. Because of that, I
tell them, ‘Bhikshus, the Thus Come One is difficult to get to see.’ These
living beings, hearing such words, will necessarily realize how difficult
it is to get to encounter the Buddha and will cherish a longing and
thirst for him. They will then plant good roots. That is why the Thus
Come One, although he does not really become extinct, still speaks of

passing into extinction.”

Commentary:

For that reason, because of the doctrines just discussed, the Thus Come
One expediently says, he uses skill-in-means in speaking the Dharma for
living beings. “All of you great Bhikshus and Arhats, you should know
that it is difficult to meet with a Buddha appearing in the world.” In a
hundred million eons, a Buddha may not appear in the world even once.
What is the reason? Those of scant virtue, who do not have good roots,
may pass through limitless hundreds of thousands of myriads of kotis
of eons—such a long time, so many great ka/pas—during which time they
may see a Buddha or they may not. If they have good roots, they may
see a Buddha. If they don’t, then throughout all that time—hundreds of
thousands of myriads of 4otis of eons—they will not encounter a Buddha.
Consider how difficult it is! $To be continued
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Notice: Due to the large number of articles for this issue, “Lives of the Patriarchs,” “A Spiritual Light
[lumines the Dharma Realm,“ and “The Analects of Confucius” have temporarily been discontinued for this issue.
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