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Dharma turns according with cause and conditions. Because it is
difficult to obtain a visa to the US., a shaving head ceremony was
held in the Prajna Guan Yin Sagely Monastery. On February 10, 2009,
Dharma Master Liang and Tsai were invited from the US. to shave
the heads of two laywomen, Huiping Ma (Monastic Dharma Name/
Courtesy Name: Chin Si/Jin Miao) and Xiouyun Huang (Monastic
Dharma Name/Courtesy Name: Chin Bo/Jin Re). In addition,
Dharma Master Heng Jang and Heng Xiang transmitted to them the
ten precepts for female novices.

Since it was the first head-shaving ceremony in seventeen years since
the monastery was established, many laypeople spared their time to
attend the ceremony. Also, because Jin Re Shr was the former teacher
of Dharma Realm Young Learners in the monastery, all thirty-eight
students were led by their teachers to observe the ceremony in the
Buddha Hall. On that day, the sky was clear, and it was very auspicious
that the elders and the youth gathered together for this event.

The Venerable Master often instructed his disciples to cultivate
vigorously in their prime. It is said, “Don’t wait to cultivate until you
are old, since many lonely graves are those of young people.”

Appendix: Children’s Discussion
The reason students from School of Dharma Realm Young Learners
attended the ceremony, was not only because Jin Re Shr was their
former teacher, but also because of an innocent underlying story.
One day before the ceremony, a teacher was telling a story about
Rahula, the Buddha’s son, to the six-year old students. At the end of
the story, both Rahula and his mother Yashodhara left the home-life.
There was a picture of Bhikshuni Yashodhara with head clean-shaven.
The children seemed skeptical and could not connect this picture with
“Nooo!” the
she is not a woman; she is a man!”

the previous one in which Yashodhara had long hair.
children said in a chorus,

Later the teachers had a discussion and concluded that if a head-
shaving ceremony were to take place the students should attend it.
Such an occasion soon presented itself. When the children were told
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that in the ceremony on the 10th of February 2009, their
teacher Ng who used to teach them how to chant sutras would
have her head shaved, one lad said, “My father takes me to
the barber to have my hair shaved. Why doesn’t teacher Ng
go to the barber? It’s very fast and easy!” This statement soon
had everyone in a cheerful discussion about the difference
between going to a barber and having one’s hair shaved in a
leaving the homelife ceremony!

When asked how they felt after the ceremony, some
children said they felt “sad”, because they saw some aunties
crying! Their conclusion was that Jin Re Shr (former teacher
Ng) now looked like a man and also looked like a Buddha.
The teacher agreed that they were not wrong because when a
person shaves off her hair and leaves the homelife to become
a Sangha member, she not only takes on a heroic appearance,
she can become a Buddha too.
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