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A Report on the Buddha’s Birthday at CTTB 2009

R EZ 3E7E Translated into English by Philip Choy

The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB) held the Festival
for Bathing the Buddha on April 26 (Sunday), commemorating
Shakyamuni Buddha’s Sacred Birthday. The celebration activities
started at 6:50 a.m. Almost a thousand people flooded towards the
Mountain Gate of the CTTB, making one bow every three steps
while chanting, “Homage to Fundamental Teacher Shakyamuni
Buddha.” The number of people bowing this time was double
that of a normal Dharma Assembly. There were six parallel lines,
every line containing one to two hundred people, all chanting
loudly and clearly.

For the ritual of Bathing the Buddha, the male assembly was
led by Dharma Master Heng Sure. The female assembly was led
by Dharma Master Heng Liang. The City Manager of Ukiah,
Jane Chambers, and her husband, both came to participate. Ms.
Chambers was deeply impressed with the large crowd. It was
apparent from the tour buses that many people from outside
of the immediate Mendocino County area were attending. The
ceremony was beautiful and impressive. It’s almost the first year
anniversary of Mr. Thomas ]. C. Chen being appointed as the
Director General of Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in San
Francisco. This was his first opportunity to visit CTTB. Director
General Chen together with everybody bathed the Buddha,
participated in the ceremony and enjoyed a vegetarian lunch.

Atlunchtime Dharma Master Heng Sure gave the first Dharma
talk. He quoted the verse, “In the heavens above and the world
below, none is like the Buddha. Throughout the worlds of the ten
directions, he is matchless. Of all that I have seen in the world,
there is nothing at all that is like the Buddha.” He pointed out
that bathing the Buddha lets us feel a little closer to the Buddha,
and hoped that in the future we would have great kindness, great
compassion, great wisdom just like the Buddha. Dharma Master
Heng Jen said the Buddha Hall and the dining hall were packed
with people today. Although the temperature change was great
and bowing to the Buddha was difficult with so many people,
being able to do it can only be described as sincerity.
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- Continued from page 47

Director General Chen indicated during the vegetarian
lunch that he had watched a clip of the “Venerable Master
Hsuan Hua’s Talks on Dharma”. He had high regard for
the Six Guiding Principles promoted by Venerable Master
Hua: no fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness,
no self-benefiting, and no lying, and felt that not only
Buddhists, but everyone can apply them in daily life. Since
the Dharma friends there were from different parts of the
world, including the three regions of China, Hong Kong
and Taiwan, Director General Chen not only spoke in
both Chinese and English, he wished everyone a Happy
Bathing Buddha Festival in Cantonese.

The new Mendocino County Supervisor and current
Vice Chairperson of the Board of Supervisors of that county, Carre Brown, said that
participating in the ceremony for Bathing the Buddha at CTTB also let her understand the
concepts of the Buddhist quest for purity in body, speech and thoughts, of the removal of
greed, anger, ignorance, arrogance and doubts. The CTTB Abbot, Dharma Master Heng
Lyu, in his teaching at the end asked everyone: “while reflecting inward, is your heart filled
with compassion, happiness and wisdom? If not, he suggested using the Dharma water from
bathing the Buddha to wash away the dirt in one’s heart.”

The Friday before the Buddha’s birthday celebration this year, the CTTB celebrated
Cherishing Youth Day. The Buddha’s birthday celebration was immediately followed by a
three-week Jewelled Repentance
before Ten Thousand Buddhas.
This year incidentally is the Thirtieth
Anniversary of the Dedication of
CTTB. Many faithful from overseas
have come to participate. The
kitchen staff and the reception team
are three times busier than in the
previous years. Moreover, on the
day of the Festival for Bathing the
Buddha, the Donation Department
had to mobilize everyone to write
out more than 1,800 [long life or
rebirth| plaques, which took until 11
p.m., allowing the beings named on
these placques to benefit from the
Repentance before Ten Thousand
Buddhas by the following day.




