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Planting the Roots Down, Producing the Fruits Above:

A Thirty-year Experience of the Elementary and High Schools
at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (II)
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A talk by Bhikshu Shi Jin Fan of Dharma Realm Buddhist Association at the World Buddhist Forum on March 29, 2009.
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33 English translated by Stephanie Li

In 1992, the Venerable Master, based on the idea of “Honoring all elders
as we honor our own parents, caring for all children as we care for our own
child,” instructed the school to hold a “Cherishing Youth Day” event in the
spring and invited some 400 students from local schools to participate. And
in the fall, an “Honoring Elders” event was held. The senior citizens in the
town were invited to attend this event at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas.
The students performed for them and delicious vegetarian dishes were served
to all the guests. These two activities give the students a personal experience
of the wonderful virtue of honoring elders and cherishing the youth; and
both were well-received by the people in Ukiah. A summer camp is held
every summer, each year the theme and activities are different. The camp,
which is quite popular, gives young people a chance to experience a different
lifestyle in the monastery.

Education is the most sacred work and mission, and teachers are the key
to its success or failure. If the teacher sets a good example, then the students
turn out great, excelling both in conduct and academics. The Venerable
Master, based on his own experience in providing free education, promoted
volunteer teaching; in 1992, he started recruiting volunteer teachers. The
faculty was comprised of monastics and lay people. Some of the staff declined
to take any salary, while some would only take the minimum needed for their
basic expenses. They wouldn’t go on strike because of money -- a distinct
feature of the school. Currently, there are volunteer teachers coming from
different parts of the world -- US, England, Spain, China, Taiwan, Malaysia,
Vietnam, Japan, South America, etc. More and more teachers are willing to
devote themselves to this sacred work.

Rev. Heng Sure, the current President of Dharma Realm Buddhist
Association, said, “ Learn from the Buddha, and first become a good person.
When you can become a good person to the ultimate point, Buddhahood
accomplishes itself. So in the 21st century, as at the beginning of the teachings,
cultivating to Buddhahood begins with one’s character. In our schools we don’t
ask the students to spout catechism slogans or to parrot Buddhist phrases.
We do ask them to show respect to their teachers and elders and to repay the

May 2009 Vaira BobpHi SEA 31



%% & ¥ Focus on Education

Tt —tHEHEES
ko B B
REEKER A HR O 9k
BEZWR > AR
KA T e R e I o
1 5 B 3K A A LAl 22
- EWE - B
ZH 28T R KK
EZR - REESE
INEFZFELR > BN
BEEG LLERETH ‘
ERERSEM —TETR - )
B2 A S R 2 N AE %
B L o B
R SR A o IR RE Al B R AR 5 7 5% 1 F i
B

ERFENLE R EIEEAR > 1994480
TEBERAEF > fzk - THRE L AAYHERS
HFEE > RIS E IR A4 UF ANHEAR
BE S LESCEECET - Bl R
A = BB S RE SR T o DA R
Z MEFIEEM R o« ZELLEERITRESE -
NER - TIRBEREREEIR > mEEL > e
DNRCRFF—(EAEAE © BISE23E > ML
B o AIRIRELETFERE R - BIEHEE
HIEs > MM RIEZ - EREEL RS
PERE > g E CNEEE—KED
Fo g 8 BT B B s i U7 A
T ey

15 3 I R 4 HEE 2 B EE B
JEfE = AR > BRI S FEERR > M
BE—-—8HT  HEEREELRKE
AVEEALE - #heR © T AEEGREN > T
DPRFH M4 E > A = A i—EE
ARSI AT 2 25 - 18 T —(E R A
BEEBEEE - 7 A\ RK BH AAFIEE T EE Y i
7 B A SRR DA SE R B R
TR B ORI TS o (RIE > MR AR
ANEG R B ET g —R&E T - 0 ’HE
T8 & ERME I BB A0 BRIV AL
SHEEHE ML R T RIRE - AREE
EESRARERL TR

ERR R ImEE IR > HCOPE 0 E

32 EMERE —OONEZA

kindness of their parents.
The virtue of filial respect
is indeed the beginning
of both great wisdom and
great compassion. I taught
third grade at Instilling
Goodness Elementary
School, and I consider

it the difficule

done.

most
cultivation  I've
The students tested my
patience at every hand and
pushed the limits of my
creative imagination with
every class.”

An American Bhikshu, Dharma Master Heng Shun, who has taught in
the Boys School since 1994, said, “Based on the Master’s guiding vision
of what the school’s purpose is, I have found that in order to inculcate the
basic virtues of being a good human being, one must first cultivate one’s
own self. For example, it is difficult to teach the students to be kind and
harmonious with other students, if I myself get upset or angry with others.
It is so important for the teacher to be a good model to the students.”
Also he said, “I learned early on that one must maintain a standard of
total honesty and openness to the students. They quickly see through any
fagade that one may wish to hide behind. I cannot think of a better way
to develop one’s own spiritual practice and virtue, and at the same time
help others - the students - to, as the Master said, “go towards the good.”

Bhikshuni Dharma Master Heng Yin longed to be a kindergarten
teacher when she was a child. When she came to the City of Ten
Thousand Buddha, her dreams came true and she is now the principal of

the Girls School. She said, “CTTB is a place were children can keep their
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innocence and be themselves without fear of ridicule; a place where young
people can learn to live in harmony with each other, with their families, and
with Nature; a place where they assume a deep sense of responsibility for the
well-being of humanity and the planet, so that when they grow up they will
act as catalysts for positive social change.” Because of Dharma Master Heng
Yin’s devotion and sincerity towards education, her parents Dr. Raymond
Yeh and his wife, after retiring, came to City of Ten Thousand Buddhas to
offer their time and energy.

Dr. Yeh and his wife have contributed their wisdom and experience
to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. They said, “When a good family
education is lacking and cannot serve as the foundation for school education,
the responsibility for educating today’s youth falls entirely to the schools.
That means that schools must focus both on building character and
teaching academics. Although this dual mission is clearly crucial, many
schools will find such a transition difficult. Not only will most schools need
to significantly modify their curriculum, but it is critical that the schools
staff both administrative and teaching positions with people who can serve
as virtuous models for the students they teach. Staff members will need to
weigh equally the importance of helping students find their life path and
teaching the knowledge and skills necessary for adulthood. Such a radical
transformation will be very difficult for large public schools with thousands
of students to achieve in a short time. Instilling Goodness Elementary School
and Developing Virtue Secondary School are schools that emphasize both
the building students’ characters and the teaching of knowledge and skills.
First, all teachers are cultivators who love to work with young people. Almost
all of them are volunteers.”

Agis Gan, a Malaysian high school math and physics teacher, has already
been a volunteer teacher for sixteen years. He was once the principal of
the Boys School. He said, “In 1992, my wife brought our four children to
CTTB. When the Venerable Master saw the kids, he smiled at her and said
that they could come to study at the Buddhist school here. Naively, my wife
asked, “What about my husband in Malaysia?’ He

answered, ‘He could come to be a volunteer teacher.’
We enrolled our children in the school immediately.
The next year, I came to the school and became a
volunteer teacher.”

Now Mr. Gan’s children have graduated from
college, earned a Master’s degree, or become a
credentialed teacher. Their youngest daughter is
graduating this year from Developing Virtue School
and has been awarded a scholarship from Pacific
University. “Being able to come to CTTB is a dream
I never imagined would come true.” The voluntary
teaching system definitely has changed the life of
Mr. and Mrs. Gan’s family.

£07To be continued
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