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LIVES OF THE PATRIARCHS

stee &2 E* 1’%’.5@ E* (4)
Dhyana MaSter Shl Li(Bows to the Master)

of Jade Mountain (Continued)
(The Fifty-fourth Generation of Patriarchs)

ENEANBEA—HNLFEF =B Lectured by the Venerable Master Hua on May 3, 1985
%R 323% Translated into English by Pei Ling Ooi
15 27 8% Revised Version

If T said his studies and practice were in vain, I would be dimming
his awesome light.” Do you think he was supposed to say anything? He
couldn’t say Master Shi Li was accomplished in his studies and practices, nor
could he say the opposite. You can’t really make sense of it.

Praise:

The sparrow on the Offerings Table

flew away at the snap of fingers.

I let you down, and you let me down.

Some obtained the skin, some the marrow.
With high regard and special treatment,

He served diligently for ten years.

Like a precious jade ornament,

The flower blossomed on the tip of a pestle.

Commentary:

A Verse in Praise says: The sparrow on the Offerings Table flew away at
the snap of fingers. The sparrow on the offerings table flew away when it
heard the clap — which was just like a snap of fingers. The snap of fingers
means the clap of hands.

Ilet you down, and you let me down. If you were the sparrow, I've let you
down; if you weren’t, then you've let me down. What would you say? Were
you the sparrow or were you not? You must say it clearly! Some obtained the
skin, some the marrow. This refers to Bodhidharma — some of his disciples
obtained his skin and some his meat, some obtained his bone and some his
marrow. Different people have different views. Their investigation of Chan
depends on their own understanding.

With high regard and special treatment, he served diligently for ten
years. Master Da Ming thought highly of him. He commended him and
gave him special treatment. Therefore Master Shi Li worked hard and was
never lazy. He attended on Dhyana Master Da Ming for ten years.
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Like a precious jade ornament, the flower blossomed on the tip of
a pestle. He was like a valuable jade ornament used in ancient times. This
implies that Master Shi Li has been shaped into a jade ornament. A flower
bloomed on the tip of a pestle — do you think this was possible? It was
impossible and yet it indeed happened. A flower blossoming on the tip of a
pestle was an analogy. A flower couldn’t possibly bloom on the tip of a pestle
and yet it did. Similarly, it was rather difficult for a person to be enlightened,
and yet he was enlightened. It was not easy to end birth and death, and
yet he ended birth and death. This was as precious and rare as the phoenix
feather and the unicorn horn.

Another Verse:

A clap of hands startled the sparrow, which then flew where it wished.
“I slapped you — but why didn’t you soar up to the sky?”

Coming and going freely, one has no worries.

Dispute not about right nor wrong; that is the effective way.

“You poor thing! You can still be crossed over!”

Unable to grasp the meaning of the words, he found it unbearable.
Attendant Shi Li slid away, leaving behind the common people,
suspicious and confused.

Alas! They worried and grieved in vain!

Commentary:

A dlap of hands startled the sparrow, which then flew where it wished.
Once he clapped his hands, the sparrow flew away. He could not do anything
to it. It flew wherever it wished. I slapped you — but why didn’t you soar
up to the sky? I gave you a slap; why didn’t you fly? You could also fly as the
sparrow did. You clapped your hands and made the sparrow fly; why couldn
you fly when I gave you a slap?

Coming and going freely, one has no worries. You should be able to
come and go freely without any worry or hindrance. Dispute not about right
nor wrong; that is the effective way. Whether it is right or wrong, do not
debate it. This is the best and effective method.

You poor thing! You can still be crossed over! You are such a pitiful man. I
still can cross you over. Unable to grasp the meaning of the words, he found
it unbearable. When he was confounded, his mind was deeply troubled.
Therefore Dhyana Master Da Ming spoke the Dharma to him, saying, “If you
were the little sparrow I've let you down; if you werent then you've let me
down!” Master Da Ming spoke such ostensibly meaningless words which he
did not understand. At that time, sweat even trickled down his back which
made it unbearable for him.

Attendant Shi Li slid away. He secretly ran away, leaving behind the
common people, suspicious and confused. The common people were those
who applied effort on secular things. “Oh! Why did he leave?” Alas! They
worried and grieved in vain! They fretted over the worries of the ancient
people! They shed tears reading the Romance of the Three Kingdoms— they fretted

over the worries of the ancient people. Their worries were indeed superfluous!



