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Sutra:

In that perfectly fused, pure, bright enlightenment, as he investigates the
profound wonder, he may take it to be Nirvana and fail to make further
progress. If he interprets this as a supreme state, he will fall and become
a fixed-nature Pratyeka. Those Enlightened by Conditions and Solitarily
Enlightened Ones who do not turn their minds to the Great Vehicle will
become his companions. Confused about the Bodhi of the Buddhas, he
will lose his knowledge and understanding.

Commentary:
In that state of perfectly fused, pure, bright enlightenment, as he
investigates the principle of profound wonder, he may take it to be Nirvana
and fail to make further progress in his cultivation, even though he has not
yet broken through the consciousness skandha. If he interprets this wild and
false understanding as a supreme state, he will fall and become a fixed-
nature Pratyeka who fails to turn from the small and go toward the great.
Those Enlightened by Conditions and Solitarily Enlightened Ones who
do not turn their minds to the Great Vehicle, the fixed-nature Arhats, will
become his companions. He will join ranks with them. Confused about the
Bodhi of the Buddhas, the path to Enlightenment, he will lose his proper
knowledge and understanding.

Sutra:

This is the tenth state, in which he realizes a profound brightness based
on fusing the mind with perfect enlightenment. He strays far from perfect
penetration and turns his back on the City of Nirvana, thus sowing the
seeds for being unable to surpass his attachment to the brightness of
perfect enlightenment.

Commentary:

This is the tenth state, the last of the gates of the consciousness skandha. If
you can pass through this gate, then you won’t have to worry anymore. There
is no further danger. Unfortunately, this final step is not an easy one to take. At
this point he’s off by just a tiny bit. It is said, “If you are off by a hairsbreadth

JUNE 2009 VaJrRA BoDHI SEA 9



&

EEE, RS ERT  HEHERR
BlEEMEART - BEAHEH N
BEAEREE > TEURRN  EEEE
BREE(ED R - T AREY - AMLEE
© At kAR B RYEE o AU
{b[EIfE -

BRI AW LA - ERAE
JE—ELER AT - A S (T
—h > ACGEEIEARRTSE > ERLEIE TR
HOWE T o TURRH T o HREHEERRE AT DR E] -
&~ HE > 47~ i~ THIERAL -
IR RT AR - AR T -

P%E - 202 1EFEHD - OSERAE - EHAGK
X RRED - EimEss - E=RHIE - B
INZRZE - BRAEHT -

TP, o IRIEEEM TR RER R
BIBHE TR ¢ e TR
HART - HERHE IS - T HEREE AL
K FrEEERENEEEE - IREOERL AN o T
REAE > R, - FEFER R BT —
TR - N R MPATAIRAYE - ek T -

U ANERE ) RS
ERH - RBSEE  BRGHE  %F
RO R TR EREERT -

AR > MEREEPIR IR AR
Fo fhERE IR AR =R e
=R AR > MEREETYR - A
AR - MR T - IRE SRR
Y > MRS - (RER R AR A R
Ry > BRI AR T - AR
HIEHY - AR - EEEE o B2
IRBERLEE > A E HE -

TEEEE, EREe 2 ]
7~ SRS R | T AORE
IRFHZHRAIRHE - IS sb2 SERI R ZIR 2K
TR - AISRIRAE R — a0 ~ —
& R B AR o AT
RIATEHE KA ? RE FE (ERE 5T
Eo ERIERAR T o (GE]) AH—H
AR BRI - IRRAE BT T -
BEss NIERHtER © T REEAE |
HOAR(EAY © Ml : IR | URTE(EE 7 3

10 E=mERB —OORFEN

at the beginning, you will miss by a thousand miles at the end.” If you're
just a tiny bit off at the start, you'll be way off at the stage of fruition. This
state is one in which he realizes a profound brightness based on fusing
the mind with perfect enlightenment. At this time, the doctrine of perfect
enlightenment is about to merge with his permanent true mind, and he attains
a purity and brightness.

He strays far from perfect penetration. Nevertheless, he has not meshed
with the Dharma-door of perfect penetration of the ear, because he still has
attachments. And he turns his back on the City of Nirvana, going against
the wonderful fruition of Nirvana, thus sowing the seeds for being unable
to surpass his attachment to the brightness of perfect enlightenment. He
cannot get past his attachment to that state of perfection. There is still that tiny
bit which he does not understand before he breaks through the consciousness
skandha. 1f at this point he can break through without succumbing to crazy
interpretations, then he will have broken through all five skandhas. When the
five skandhas have been broken through, he will attain the positions of the
Ten Faiths, the Ten Dwellings, the Ten Practices, the Ten Transferences, and
the Ten Grounds. Then he can rest assured that he will attain Buddhahood.

Sutra:

Ananda, these ten states of dhyana are due to crazy explanations on the
path of cultivation. Relying on them, the cultivator becomes confused and
claims to have attained complete realization before actually having done
so. All these states are the result of interactions between the consciousness
skandha and his mental efforts.

Commentary:

Ananda, you should pay special attention to this point and understand it
well. You should recognize the demon states that appear in these ten states
of dhyana—these ten dharma-doors of contemplation in stillness. These ten
states which appear in the cultivation of dhyana are due to crazy explanations
on the path of cultivation.

Relying on them, the cultivator becomes confused and claims to have
attained complete realization before actually having done so. At this point,
although he has not attained the Way and realized the fruition, he says, “I've
realized the fruition.” Not having realized the first fruition, he says he has.
Not having attained the second, third, or fourth fruitions either, he claims
he has. He has not become a Buddha, yet he claims he has. If you ask him
how he became a Buddha, he doesn’t know. A Buddha who doesn’t know
how he attained Buddhahood is certainly a muddled Buddha! But Buddhas
all have perfect understanding, and there are no muddled Buddhas. If he’s
muddled, then he is just a ghost, goblin, demon, or weird creature who doesn’t
understand the truth.

All these states are the result of interactions between the consciousness
skandha and his mental efforts. These are tricks of the consciousness skandha.

When you work hard, the consciousness skandha battles against your skill.
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If you have the slightest bit of greed, lust, or false thinking, you will enter a
demonic state. If you become attached to this state, then you will be possessed
by a demon.

You will come up with some crazy theory, and once you do, it will be very
hard to smash through it. Even if others point out to the cultivator that he is
incorrect, he won’t believe them. He will think, “What do you know, anyway?
I’'m already a Buddha! What you're saying is not right.” Even if they tell him,
he won’t believe them. That is why such states occur.

[January 1983] Just now, Guo Di said most of us have placed the state of
breaking through the five skandhas too high, and he’s absolutely right. The
Heart Sutra says, “When Bodhisattva Avalokiteshvara was practicing the
profound Prajna Paramita, he illuminated the five skandhas and saw that they
are all empty, and he crossed beyond all suffering and difficulty.” Avalokiteshvara
(the One Who Contemplates at Ease) was sitting there meditating, advancing
step by step in his cultivation of Dhyana, heading towards the stage of wisdom.
He was able to understand that the five skandhas are empty. Once a person
sees the skandhas of form, feeling, thinking, formations, and consciousness as
empty, he will no longer be obstructed by them. Since they no longer cover
him over, his wisdom comes forth.

At this point, he has not by any means realized any fruition or left the Triple
Realm. He has some wisdom, which allows him to leave suffering and attain
bliss. Yet he has not really left suffering and attained bliss; he still has a ways
to go. He still has to “deeply enter the Sutra Treasury and have wisdom like
the sea,” and to not be turned by states. Right now, he is still being turned by
the states of the five skandhas. Not only has he not realized the fourth fruition,
he hasn’t even reached the first fruition. An Arhat of the first fruition can
walk without his feet having to touch the ground. His feet are about half a
centimeter off the ground, so they never get muddy no matter where he goes.
That’s because he has eradicated the eighty-eight grades of delusion of views.

The delusion of views involves being confused by the state one is faced
with and becoming attached to it. When one realizes the fruition, “The eyes
see forms, but inside there is nothing. The ears hear sounds, but the mind
doesn’t know.” One sees everything as empty and one has no attachments, so
how could one “catch on fire and become possessed by a demon”? There are
no demons to encounter and no fires to catch.

Being confused by principles and engaging in discrimination is called the
delusion of thoughts. Sages of the second and third fruition must cut off the
delusion of thoughts. If someone had already cut off the delusions of thought
while cultivating in the realm of the five skandhas, would he be entertaining
all kinds of wild thoughts and speculations? Would he make all kinds of
discriminations as he investigates the principle? No way. He would be able to
decisively resolve any matter which comes up without having to discriminate
and speculate about it.

$0To be continued
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