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Seeing the Thus Come One constantly present and not entering
the stillness, they would give rise to arrogance and laxness. They
would not follow the rules, and they would show indifference. If they
see the Buddha every day, all the time, and the Buddha does not enter
Nirvana, they get tired of him.

This is similar to how, before you came to the Buddhist Lecture
Hall, you thought, “I must quickly go and study the Buddhadharma.”
But once you've been here for a year or two or three, you run away.
“Studying the Buddhadharma isn’t that great,” you decide. “It’s kind
of boring. I'd rather go where I can be free and not have to listen to
lectures every day. It’s too hard getting up so early and not resting until
late.” Before you came here, you were really looking forward to it. Once
you have been here studying for a while, you become dissatisfied with
the lifestyle, and you get lazy. Perhaps when you first arrived here, you
were more vigorous than anyone. You got up earlier and went to bed
later than anyone else. You listened to the Sutras regardless of what else
was going on. In all respects you were vigorous.

They would not consider how difficult it is to encounter him, nor
would their hearts be reverent. Because you are constantly confronted
with it and are always studying here, you are unable to think, “It’s
really difficult to encounter the Buddhadharma, especially now in the
West. No one here in the West has ever really had a chance to study
the Buddhadharma. How could I be so fortunate? Here I am so young,
and I have met up with the real, true Buddhadharma. It has come here
to the West! This is incredibly rare. I don’t care if I eat or sleep, but I
am certainly going to study the Buddhadharma. Not for just a day or
a week or a month or two, but always, year after year, remembering
always how rare it is. If I were dead, I couldn’t study the Buddhadharma.
Now, while I am still alive I am certainly going to study it.” Think how
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rare it is to meet with the Buddhadharma. Think of your grandparents
and great-grandparents and ancestors for generations back who never
had a chance to study the Buddhadharma. Now, all of a sudden, you
have the chance! This is called “transcending your ancestors.” For eight
generations they never understood the Buddhadharma, but you are
now studying the Buddhadharma.

You shouldn’t let the Buddhadharma that you are studying pass
by like wind blowing in one ear and out the other. You should make
an effort to remember it, not like the verse I taught you during the
Shurangama Sutra session that none of you remembered:

Intelligence is aided by hidden virtue.

Hidden virtue leads one along the path of intelligence.
Failing to do good deeds in secret, thinking yourself smart,
You end up outsmarting yourself:

If you cannot remember it, you are wasting your time. You should
review it every day. Go over your lessons each day. For example, before
you go to sleep you can reflect, “The Shurangama Sutra lessons—the
Youth Moonlight, what samadhi did he study? Was it the water-light
samadh2” And also review your new lessons. Granted all this is false
thinking, but this kind of false thinking is helpful in the elevation of
your Dharma body and Wisdom life. The superior person takes the
high road.

Don’t review your bad habits, thinking, “I used to smoke marijuana.
Should I try it again?” If you do, you have entered a demonic state; you
have retreated. Don't have false thoughts like that. The things that you
did wrong before, you should change. Once you have changed, don't
slip back and do them again.

Consider how difficult it is to meet the Buddhadharma. Young people
who have been through accidents should especially bring forth real
sincerity and consider how hard it is to encounter the Buddhadharma.
Not only have you transcended your ancestors with your good roots,
but in hundreds of thousands of ten thousands of great eons, it’s not
easy to meet the Buddhadharma.

Shakyamuni Buddha’s realization of Buddhahood actually took
place uncountable eons ago. And you should know that we have been
ordinary beings for an equally uncountable period of time. Think about
how long you have wandered in a human body. Although the situation
in becoming a Buddha is, of course, not the same as continuing an
ordinary existence, the time factor is similar. Although it has been such
a long time since you met the Buddhadharma, consider this: In this
world would you say that there are more people who encounter the
Buddhadharma or more who do not? Figure it out for yourself.
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