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The Dharma Realm Buddhist University (DRBU) offered a “Seminar on
the Path to Liberation” from March 31 to April 9, 2009. Ven. Bhikkhu
Bodhi, an American Theravada Buddhist monk, was invited to give
this 16-hour seminar over the course of two weeks. He explained three
discourses of the Buddha from the Magjhima Nikaya (Middle Length
Discourses of the Buddha), which present the Buddhist path to liberation
from three different angles. The first, Majjhima Nikaya no. 27, presents
the classic comprehensive overview of the path. The second, Majjhima
Nikaya no. 2, shows the path to be a systematic way to the extinction of
the asavas, the “taints” or “outflows.” And the third, Majjhima Nikaya no.
7, presents the path as a way of eliminating the corruptions of the mind.
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Seminar on the Path to Liberation:

Dharma Realm Buddhist University Invites Ven. Bhikkhu Bodhi to Give Seminar

SEL 32/ 2 Written and translated by Chao Shan

Bhikkhu Bodhi was born in New York. He left the home-life in 1967
when he was still a graduate student. He went to Sri Lanka in 1972
and ordained as a Buddhist monk. He stayed there for 30 years and
came back to the US. in 2002. He is well known for his explanation
of Theravada Buddhism as well as his publications such as The Middle-
Length Disconrses of the Buddha--A Translation of the Magjhima Nikaya and
The Connected Disconrses of the Buddha--A New Translation of the Samyntta
Nikaya. In 2000, at the United Nations’ first official Vesak celebration,
Bodhi gave the keynote address.

There were about 100 participants in this seminar. Many of them were
from San Francisco Bay Area or even as far as Sacramento. There were
about a dozen from Abhayagari Monastery, a Buddhist monastery of the
Theravada tradition near the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas.

June Nieze from Santa Rosa, California said that in 16 hours, she
learned more than in three years of reading Theravada sutras. Nieze
pointed out that Bhikkhu Bodhi not only explained the sutra texts but
also explained the prefixes and roots of Pali words which helped the
audience understand a whole level of different meanings. He elaborated
on mental qualities and various states of spiritual practices which went
deeper than many scholars of Theravada tradition because of his ample
personal experiences. He was willing to talk publicly to people, which
many forest practitioners are reluctant to do. He not only sits in meditation
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himself but also helps ordinary
people

in her opinion this seminar was

learning Buddhism, so

“wonderful”.

Mr. Ki Nam Wai from Hills-
borough in the San Francisco Bay Area has studied Pali
and Theravada sutras for years. He said, “This seminar
is the best and most beneficial [teaching I have had] in
many years. Bhikkhu Bodhi’s answers to the audience’s
questions are accurate and detailed. I want to ask you
(DRBU) to extend my great gratitude to him.”

Venerable Master Hua, founder of DRBU, actively
promoted dialogue between major religions and
strongly advocated for unity among the Mahayana
and Theravada traditions of Buddhism. As a result,
Dharma Realm Buddhist Association has often invited
the involvement of Theravada Sangha, for example,
in holding a Theravada meditation retreat at the City
of Ten Thousand Buddhas.
Ven. Bhikkhu Bodhi continues the spirit of Venerable
Master Hua’s promotion of unity between Mahayana

This seminar given by

and Theravada traditions.
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