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Dharma Realm Buddhist Association
Participates in Second World Buddhist Forum
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WAL EF
Translated into English by
Shramanerika Jin Jing

~ “A Harmonious World, A Synergy
: of Conditions.” This was the
main theme of the Second World
Buddhist Forum (WBF). In
this time of unceasing wars and
natural disasters along with the
global financial crisis, people are
in a state of anxiety. The World
Buddhist Forum was an occasion for over 1,700 monks, nuns and scholars
from nearly sixty countries on five continents to convene in Wuxi, China and
Taipei, Taiwan from March 18th to April 1st. Over 340 papers were submitted
discussing how to utilize wholesome conditions to change secular people’s
minds in order to bring peace and stability to the society. The purpose of this
forum is of unusual significance for this era.

Dharma Master Heng Sure, the Chairman of Dharma Realm Buddhist
Association, Bhikshu Jin Fan and a laywoman, Madalena Tam, were invited
to participate in this forum. The WBE’s opening ceremony was held on
March 28th in the Lingshan Buddhist Palace on the shores of Lake Taihu.
Participants were uplifted by the solemn ceremony held in the magnificent
arena. The cylindrical main meeting hall had a capacity of two thousand
people. The opening ceremony began with a staged performance of “Song
of Auspiciousness” at 8:30 a.m., followed by a slideshow on the Forum’s
main theme, “A Harmonious World, A Synergy of Conditions.” Master Yi
Cheng, president of the Buddhist Association of China, Master Hsing Yun,
founder of the Taiwan-based Fo Guang Shan Monastery, and Master Kok
Kwong, president of Hong Kong Buddhist Association, offered incense at
the altar on behalf of all the participants and each gave an opening speech for
WBE. With monastics from the Theravada, Mahayana and Tibetan traditions
along with Buddhist scholars all gathering in this place, the entire forum was
imbued with auspicious energy.

At 9:30 a.m., the all-day “Plenary Session” took place in seven phases.
Every Buddhist delegate was given six minutes to speak. The topics included
how Buddhism can participate in building social harmony, tradition and
innovation in Buddhism, Buddhist education, Buddhist charity, Buddhism in
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the scientific age, and so on. The important questions of developing Buddhism
were elaborated and simultaneously translated in Chinese, English, Japanese
and Korean.

At 11 a.m., lunch for 1,000 monastics was served at the Five Contemplations
Hall so that participants had an opportunity to experience the lunch ritual
from the Chinese Buddhist tradition. Although only one main dish, a bowl of
soup and a bowl of rice were served, the food was wonderfully delicious. It
made people feel grateful and wish to cherish their blessings. After lunch, over
a thousand delegates gathered outdoor to take a group picture. Readers can
imagine how grand the scene was with all the participants there!

From 2:20 p.m. to 6 p.m., the seminars continued. This was the first time
that representatives from DRBA participated in WBE The sponsor received us
very warmly. D.M. Sure was invited to sit at the VIP table and hosted the 5th
phase of the forum. D.M. Sure’s fluent Chinese surprised and impressed many
attendees and volunteers.

At 8:30 a.m. on the 29th, seven sub-forums began. Since many participants
had submitted papers, each one was given only ten minutes to present. Due to
the outstanding efficiency of the sponsor, they had published all the papers
under seven different titles in time for the forum. Three thousand books were
distributed in a very short time. D.M. Jin Fan participated in the subforum
“Opportunities and challenges in Buddhist education.” His main topic was
“Developing roots below and harvesting fruits above” with the subtopic
“Thirty years of experience in primary and secondary school education in the
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas.” Using a slideshow presentation, D.M Jin Fan
gave everyone a deep impression by emphasizing the four legacies of Venerable
Master Hsuan Hua: establishing the Sangha, translating the Buddhist canon,
advocating ethics-based education, and engaging in interfaith dialogue. After
the presentation, a few participants expressed their respect and admiration for
Venerable Master Hua.

At 1:30 p.m., D.M. Sure participated
in the subforum of “Preserving and

protecting Buddhist music culture and
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its innovative development.” His topic
was “Bringing Buddhist music to the
West.” D.M. Sure shared his personal
experience, saying that although he
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had been a singer before he left the
housesholder’s life, he needed to let go
of his attachment as a monastic. He
put an ad in the paper and sold his beloved guitar. Venerable Master Hua
reprimanded him, “Stupid!”

The Venerable Master said, “This is America. You can’t use the traditional
Buddhist ways to cross over the beings here.”” Therefore, eight years ago,
DM Sure picked up his guitar and created his own music to propagate the
Buddhadharma.
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- Continued from page 47

At 5:00 pm.,
Auspiciousness”

the grand musical epic of the “Song of
, coordinated and planned for over three years with
more than one hundred rehearsals, was staged. This performance
described the life story of Shakyamuni Buddha and was shown on
a giant 270-degree panoramic screen. Over eight hundred actors
participated in this grand performance. The hi-tech visual and
acoustic effects impressed and broadened the views of all attendees.
This concluded the first phase of the World Buddhism Forum. At
dawn, most of the delegates took a return flight back to Taipei,
Taiwan to attend the second phase of the World Buddhism Forum,
which was divided into eight subforums.

Due to other prior committed matters, the delegates from DRBA
only participated the first phase of the forum held in Wuxi. However,
this trip has achieved the goal of harmonious exchange with every
representatives from various countries. We hope that more DRBA
members will represent us in this forum and submit more practical
essays so that more Buddhists have an opportunity to understand the
DRBA’s goals. Let’s work together for a “Harmonious World”!



