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Developing Virtue School Participates in Chinese Competition
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The Association of Northern California Chinese Schools held its 2009
Academic Contest on April 5 at Sierra Mont Middle School in Cupertino,
San Jose. As usual, both the girls’ and boys’ divisions of Developing Virtue
School sent students to participate in the contest. Teachers hoped to use this
opportunity to help students improve their sportsmanship and expand their
horizons. This year, the results of both divisions were remarkable:

Essay writing (A Division) — Vivian Chang (1st Place), Kevin Wang (2nd
Place), (B Division) — Jasmine Lin (1st Place).

Translation (A Division) —Joanne Pei Yin Phua (1st Place), Anne Lee
(2nd Place), Alex Aw (3rd Place), (B Division) — Grace Chang (3rd Place).

Mandarin Speech (A Division) — Christine Chang (2nd Place); Cantonese
Speech (A Division) - Viveka Yeung (2nd Place); Impromptu Speech (A
Mandy Chu (3rd Place).
Reading Comprehension (A Division) —

Division) —
Bill Kao (3rd Place).

Compared to other bigger schools with thousands of students, our
tiny school amazed everyone with our astonishing performances and
achievements. Here are the reflections of the students who participated in
the contest:

“Without the experiences I gained from translating Dharma talks in
Buddha Hall, I wouldnt have achieved any of these. Thank you, Dharma
Master, for giving me those ‘extra assignments’. To mommy and daddy,
thank you so much for raising me up and molding me into whom I am
today.”

“I told myself to act as usual in the contest. When the score was published,
I was so excited that I jumped up after I saw my name in the paper.”

“Lacking self confidence in my abilities, I rarely participate in any
contest. Thank you to the teachers and classmates for their encouragement
because it helps to build up my confidence.”

“On the way to the contest I told myself to let go and not have overly
high expectations. Winning is not the only purpose of participating in the
contest. I thought to myself, even if I don’t win, I will still benefit a lot.”

May 2009 Vaira BobHl SEA 45

D SENe e



