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Bodhi Field

Why Do We Make Images of the Buddhas?
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Excerpt from the commentary on the Avatamsaka Sutra Prologue
by the Venerable Master Hua
4ReE3% 3 3E Translated into English by Editorial Staff

Venerable Master has invisibly influenced many people with his speech and actions.
Even though he had passed away fourteen years ago, his kindness and virtue are still
in the world. In May 2007 right before the Buddha'’s birthday, the Buddha statues in
two places were in need of repair. One was at the Buddhist Lecture Hall in Hong Kong
(see Vajra Bodhi Sea, December 2008, page 45), the other one was at Gold Wheel
Monastery in southern California (see next article). Amazingly, the Venerable Master
was able to provide aid in both places to ensure the successful completion of both
projects. As it is said, “The Thus Come One knows all the various thoughts of living
beings.” The article below is excerpted from the Ven. Master’s lecture in 1970 about his
reasons for making Buddha images.

Ningbo is the place where the most skillful sculptors live. Mr. Wang Tai-
Sheng, a Buddhist layperson, is from Ningbo. That’s why the Buddha
images he creates are so adorned and wonderful. Now he is coming to
America. And he is planning to pass on the art of making Buddha images
to the western world. This is a good opportunity. In the future many people
will have the chance to learn the skill and make many Buddha images.
Buddha images are of great importance in the Dharma Image Age. In
the Proper Dharma Age, images are not really necessary. However, as the
karmic obstructions of living beings got heavier, the Dharma Image Age
arrived. During that period, images became indispensable. But the decline
of the Image Age will cause a descent into the Dharma Ending Age.

Currently we are maintaining the Proper Dharma Age. Although the
Dharma Image Age also exists within the Proper Dharma Age, it is not
dominant. Why not? It is partly because most people in the West don’t
recognize Buddha images. Many people have heard about Buddhism but
few people have ever seen a Buddha image. Therefore even though we
have the Dharma Image Age happening, the images are not widely known
to everyone. And in that way we can be considered to still be in the Proper
Dharma Age.

People who investigate the Proper Dharma do not attach to any form
or image. But ordinary beings will feel empty and lost if they are not
provided certain forms to rely on. A verse said as well, “If you are attached
to appearances, then you are going the wrong direction, but if you don’t try
anything at all, you will never go anywhere.” Living beings are such that if
something is markless, without a form, they will think that there is nothing
there at all. There isn’t a tangible substance for them to rely on. Thus when
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it comes to the Dharma Image Age, people are exhorted to make Buddha
images.

The first Buddha image was made at one time when the Buddha
ascended to the heaven to speak Dharma, and his disciples missed him
very much. They missed him so badly that they decided to make an image
of the Buddha. They tried to make one, but it didn’t look like the Buddha.
They tried to make another one and it still didn’t resemble the Buddha.
They made many statues, but not one of them looked like the Buddha.
That was because when the sculptor tried to look at the Buddha, his eyes
couldn’t open; he was blinded by the Buddha’s true body; thus he wasn’t
able to copy the exact features of the Buddha. Later on, the disciples ask
ed the Buddha to be compassionate and sit by the seashore so that his
body would be reflected on the water. The sculptor then could see what the
Buddha looked like in the reflection that didn’t dazzle his eyes. After that
event, images of the Buddha started to be created everywhere. Because
living beings always wish to see Buddha, they make Buddha images.



