How Does One Cultivate
the Bodhisattva Path? (Continued)
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Afterwe take refuge with the Triple Jewel, we want to cultivate
the Bodhisattva Path, to benefit living beings. Actually this
is very difficult to practice. In principle it is easy; all we have
to do is to let go of the ego. However, in practice we will be
challenged by limitless situations to change our habits from
countless eons because we are used to protecting the ego.
We like to put everything in beautiful wrappings and live in
that beautiful and illusive world. It seems that we live at ease
in that beautiful world but as soon as someone surpasses
us, whether this person is old or young,we feel very uneasy;
or when someone just says something to us, we will talk
back immediately, one or two or ten sentences, because we
cannot let go of our ego. Why can’t we let go of our ego,
when Bodhisattvas can give up their bodies, their lives, and
everything to benefit living beings and make them happy?
Bodhisattvas are able to be at one with all living beings.
That is their great compassion. They can fully embody
the sufferings of living beings. When living beings are
miserable, then Bodhisattvas cannot truly be happy. But
this is really hard to do because we have been wrapped up
in our supposedly comfortable ego protection for so many
cons and lifetimes that when we try to peel that away, we
start to feel very insecure, very unstable; we feel like there’s
nothing we can rely on. Actually our Buddha nature is alive
and does not attach to anything. So when you go home after
taking these precepts and you are in challenging situations
ot you find yourself sunk in your own false illusion of self,
then you should give yourself some space. And try to be
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more tolerant of other people’s creativity, development and their wish to
participate, and then slowly, gradually you will be able to let go of your ego.

We who cultivate the Bodhisattva Path need to study the Avatamsaka
Sutra. This is the great manual for being a Bodhisattva. It teaches us how
to save the living beings in our self nature. And to save those living beings
we need to undertake practices as many as dust motes and sand grains.
Through those meritorious practices we can eventually achieve perfection.
It’s not that we just wait, thinking that the conditions are not right yet, so
just have to wait for perfection to happen. Actually every little step that we
take brings us closer to the perfection of Buddhahood. Even though we
are not there yet, we are already on the path.

And in the Avatamsaka Sutra there is an analogy of the Bodhi Tree,
which is the king of all trees. When most people look at a tree; they just
see the leaves, flowers, and fruits. But actually the most important part of
a tree is the root because that’s what the tree grows from. In this analogy,
living beings are the root of the Bodhi Tree. Every day we have to work
on the root by saving and taming the living beings in our self nature
until they become tranquil, peaceful and free from attachment to sensory
perceptions; then we can really be at ease. We'll nurture the root of our
tree which refers to all other living beings. The Bodhi Tree of our life will
become strong and won’t be knocked down by wind or rain. However,
when we do this as a practitioner on the Bodhisattva Path we should not
talk about what we are doing, Just as the root grows underground, so does
our practice of the Bodhisattva Path. We should not brag about the living
beings we have saved. We just quietly practice, and when the tree matures,
the flowers will bloom and the fruits will ripen.

One last word: I hope all of you try your best and live happily and at
ease. The reason we can do that is because Buddha nature is within us and
also we are in a wonderful place of cultivation with the Venerable Master
as our model. Let us try our best and accomplish Buddhahood together.




