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Editor’s Note: On June 12, 1976, the Dharma Realm Buddhist Association
(DRBA, formerly the Sino-American Buddhist Association) acquired the
property of Mendocino State Hospital (California State Asylum) from
the Viniferra Group and turned it into the current City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas (CTTB). On July 4th, Independence Day, that year, not only
did Gold Mountain Monastery join the U.S. Bicentennial Celebration, the
CTTB also conducted a large-scale life-liberating ceremony to celebrate
it. Then from July 4 to October 19, 1976, CTTB hosted its second
1,000-Buddhas Three-platform Ordination.

Now that a series of events and activities is being held honoring the 30th
anniversary of CTTB’s dedication, we would like to share a few sections
from Venerable Master Hua’s Dharma talks with you. This is meant to
remember and reflect on our past as well as to express our gratitude to
everyone who has been supporting CTTB on its path of growth. Those
who have heard these talks before may review them; those who have not
heard these teachings before can benefit from the Dharma.

The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas:
Millions of People with One Mind (Continued)

AT 45é8 26 &4 Compiled by Editorial Staff
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Opening Up a New World

Everyone should make a vow to help us with the matter [of acquiring
and developing] this property located in “Deep Valley” [Ukiah]
with all its buildings. If we accomplish this, then by virtue of this
country’s being the mightiest country in the world, Buddhism will be
able to spread from this country into every corner of the world. Then
Buddhism will be able to save all the human beings in the world. It
is everyone’s responsibility to save all beings; you should not just be
looking out for yourself.

Therefore, those of us who have money can contribute money;
those who have strength can contribute strength. Let us all accomplish
this work together. If we do well and make this place prosper, then
we can establish a Buddhist university; we can also establish a senior
center or home for the aged; we can also create a Buddhist youth
center; we can also create a Buddhist orphanage; we can also build a
Buddhist hospital. We can create any institution that is beneficial for
human beings. Therefore, do not let your time pass in vain, living a life
without meaning and purpose and letting every day slip by in a muddle!

No matter what it takes, we should purchase the land in the Ukiah
Valley so that next year we can have an ordination there. Perhaps we can
also hold a World Buddhist Symposium inviting all virtuous, eminent
monks to this place to investigate how we can spread Buddhism into
every corner of the world. We are now opening up a new world and
planting the seed of Buddhism into every dustmote throughout the
world. We want to turn the great Dharma Wheel in every dustmote
and propagate the Buddhadharma. This is each and every person’s
responsibility—do no think that this responsibility belongs to someone
else. As Buddhists we should do the work of Buddhists to spread
Buddhism to every tiny dustmote in every world, and extend it vastly
to the whole Dharma Realm. This is the work that we ought to do!

Good Indeed! A Sash of Liberation

We went to CTTB last Thursday—a very hot Thursday. Some laypeople
asked me why monastics always wear their precept sashes. I told them
that whoever receives the Novice Precepts, the Bhikshu Precepts, or
the Bodhisattva Precepts should always wear his/her sashes and robes.
If they put aside their sashes and robes, they are no different from
mundane people outside. Basically, wearing sashes and robes is the
right thing to do, but after seeing that monks in China do not wear
sashes, people think that not wearing sashes is the right thing. This
kind of custom is very difficult to change. After I came to America,
I advocated that monastics should wear their sashes. You American
monks are quite smart. You all like to wear the sash. Anyone who
wishes to leave the home-life should be willing to wear the sash; if
you want to remain a layperson, then you don’t need to wear the sash.
When you don the sash, you are “always keeping the appearance of a
monastic.” You should have a proper attire of a monastic and maintain
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that appearance. If you do not don the sash, you have given up the
proper appearance of a Buddhist monastic.

Therefore, we who have received ordination should learn to keep
wearing the sash, as the verse goes: “Good indeed, this garment of
liberation, / The Patta, the sash of obeisance and repentance; / I now
receive it respectfully atop my head, /And in every life shall always put
it on.” Each time we don it, we earn merit. So we Buddhist disciples
who have received the precepts should always wear our sash unless we
have no other choice. If our sash is not soiled nor damaged, we should
always wear it. Therefore, the monastics in Gold Mountain Monastery
wear their sashes every day. When we don the sash, it is as if we are
seeing the Buddha. We should contemplate thus: “I don the Tathagata’s
sash, enter the Tathagata’s room, and ascend to the Tathagata’s seat.”
Therefore, we who cultivate the Way should take the issue of donning
the sash very seriously. This is not a mere formality, nor is it being
greedy for a nice appearance or adornment, nor is it trying to prove that
one is a Buddhist by wearing the sash. Donning the sash is a rule laid
down by the Tathagata. Those who have received the precepts should
always wear the precept sash. Some people, after wearing the sash for
a few days, a few months, or a few years, feel that it is meaningless and
then give up wearing it. Why not think it over? We eat every day and
wear clothes every day. So why not wear the sash every day too? So, not
wearing the sash is a fault. In our every move, we should take the rules
and regulations of Buddhism very seriously.

As Monastics, We Have Not Forgotten the Spirit of Service

You are the citizens of this country. Although you are Buddhists,
you should not forget your country. You should love and cherish
your country. July 4th is Independence Day and this year marks the
Bicentennial Anniversary. We should have some patriotic events or
celebrations on that day. We’d better compose some Buddhist songs—
the more the better. On that day we can sing a few of them and also
we can do the universal bowing and special meal offering—the more
activities the better.

When we celebrate, we don’t use firecrackers. We can respectfully
place Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva on our car. In the car we prepare a
censor. Whether sitting in the car or walking on the streets, or driving
the parade-car slowly around the city, we can recite the name of the
Bodhisattva: Namo Guan Shi Yin, or we can recite Om-ma-ni-ba-mi-
hong, which are easy to recite. Originally, reciting the Great Compassion
Mantra is the best, but many people do not know how to recite it.
So we go for reciting Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva, or Om-ma-ni-ba-mi-
hong. Many people know how to recite these two or can at least follow
along. By reciting them, we can help bring auspiciousness to all in this
country, so that the country flourishes and people live in peace and are
free from all calamities. Taking the opportunity of the Independence
Day, you all should do what I have told you. One Japanese Buddhist
group celebrated Independence Day eatly on June 27th. They started at
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two o’clock and ended at five o’clock in the afternoon. We all should go
to join the celebration on that day (July 4th) to do our duty as a citizen
of this country. Let us not forget our country.

The Ten Thousand Buddhas Bus
A Buddhist delegation of fifty or sixty people from Taiwan has come
to America for sightseeing. They planned to stay at Gold Mountain
Monastery for four or five days, then go to the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas and stay for another four or five days. Gold Mountain
Monastery has always been very poor. We did not have any bedsheets
or blankets for them. Even now, we still do not have these things.
Therefore, if any family has extra old bedsheets, old mattresses, and
old blankets that they wish to donate, we welcome their donations. If
you are willing to offer new ones, that’s even better! You can also ask
your relatives and friends. If they have extras, they can offer them to
Gold Mountain Monastery and the Tathagata Monastery of the CTTB.
This Ukiah Way-place is called the Tathagata Monastery, the
Wonderful Enlightenment Mountain, the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas. Inside Tathagata Monastery, there is a Dragon House, an
Elephant House, and a Unicorn House. In addition, there is also a Great
Compassion Palace. On the south side of the Spanish-style building
is the residence for women. We designated it the Great Compassion
Palace. The residence for men is designated the Great Kindness Palace.
The so-called 1234 Building we named it the Ship of Kindness Palace.
All these names contain the word “palace” meaning that they are the
residences of Dharma kings. That is why we have the word “palace” in
appellations such as Great Compassion Palace, Great Kindness Palace,
Great Wisdom Palace, Great Vow Palace, and Great Conduct Palace;
they are all named so as to suggest the Bodhisattvas. Now I have named
quite a few buildings; gradually I will name them all. Later on, where
should one go to bow to the Buddha? Go to the Great Kindness Palace
to bow to the Buddha. Where should one go for having meetings?
Go to the Ship of Kindness Palace. This is to give you a preliminary
idea. In the future, each one of you who wishes to live in the City
of Ten Thousand Buddhas will be welcome. Therefore, if you can
make an offering of bedsheets and blankets now, that will be a good
way to tie affinities with the Buddhists. The former hospital had been
able to accommodate
1,600 people. It is
now called the Tushita

Palace.  The  rest
will get their names
gradually. Our bus

is called the Buddha
Vehicle. “The One
and Only Buddha
Vehicle—Not  Any
Other Vehicle.” You
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should write this on the front of the bus! After the bus is painted, write “Sino-
America Buddhist Association Bus” on the side and “Buddha Vehicle” on the
front. It means that whoever rides this bus will certainly realize Buddhahood
in the future. First ask the person: “Do you want to become a Buddha? If you
don’t want to become a Buddha, don’t ride this bus!” Whoever comes should
be asked this question clearly. “If you want to become a Buddha, then come in;
if you don’t want, get out!” You also have to ask the person whether he smokes
cigarettes or not. “If you smoke, then don’t come in; if you don’t smoke, okay,
come in!”

The Sublime Dharma of Precepts Perpetuates the Life of the Buddha
The first Three-Platform Ordination(i.e. DRBA's second 1,000-Buddhas Three-

platform Ordination) at CTTB was conducted during 7/4/1976—10/9/1976, the
following courses were conducted during the 108-day Ordination Period:

Chan Session: 6/19-6/26; Study of Buddhist Texts: 6/27-7/9; Study of the Flower
Adornment Sutra and Buddha-recitation Session:7/10-7/17; Study of Vinaya and
Deportment: 7/18-8/8; Chan Session: 8/9-8/15; Study of Esoteric Mantras: 8/16-9/8;
Study of Precepts: 9/8-10/19.

For the Ordination, the Three Masters were: Venerable Master Hsuan Hua, Venerable
Master Hui Seng, Venerable Master Dao Yuan; the Seven Acharyas were: Dharma
Master Wu Ming, Dharma Master Chen Hua, Dharma Master Tai An, Dharma Master
Chih Tu, Dharma Master Chen Kuang, Dharma Master Heng Kuan, Dharma Master
Heng Ju. The preceptees were the following Shramaneras: Fa-kuang, Heng Kung,
Heng Sure, Heng Shun, Heng Lyou, Heng Lai; and the following Shramanerikas: Heng
Chen, Heng Chu, Heng Ching, and Heng Shou.

From tomorrow morning onward, in addition to attending the morning recitations
and meditations, those who have received the Novice Precepts (Shramanera/
Shramanerika) should read and study the Shramanera Precepts and Vinaya for Daily
Use from 7:00-9:00 a.m. If you do not know the characters, you can ask someone
who knows. Everyone should learn the precepts and zznzaya until he can recite them
from the memory. From 9:00 a.m. onward, one should bow and recite “Homage to
Our Fundamental Teacher Shakyamuni Buddha.” In the afternoon, after you have
finished reciting the Great Compassion Mantra, you can rest for 30 minutes. In the
30 minutes, you may do whatever you want as long as you do not go off being lazy.
After the 30 minute break, you should resume the universal bowing; In the morning
you should bow for 90 minutes, and in the afternoon you should bow another 90

minutes. Everybody should do the bowing
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seriously. Bowing means you come to the
Buddha to seek repentance, requesting
that the Buddha shine the light and aid
you to eradicate your karmic obstacles
and develop your wholesome qualities till
you perfect the fruition of Bodhi. This is
critical. The rest of the time you should
read and study the Shramanera/ Shramanerika
Precepts and the Vinaya for Daily Use, ot the
Bodbisattva Precepts. Why is the Ordination
Period so long -- 108 days? It is because 1
want you to learn till you can recite these
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few books from memory as well as understand their contents.

When we start our Ordination Period, the preceptees should not fear
toil and hardship. You shouldn’t on one hand wish to receive ordination
and on the other hand want to shun the difficulties for that would
indicate a lack of sincerity. We who learn the Buddhadharma should be
true in everything we do; we should not be casual at all. This is especially
the case with ordination. It should not be like most ordinations in which
taking the precepts is so easily accomplished. You should understand
that receiving ordination is like building a house, which takes a good
foundation to start. Without a solid foundation, the house will easily
collapse or be damaged. Therefore you should lay the foundation well
before you start building a skyscraper. Receiving the ordination is the
basic foundation for realizing Buddhahood.

This is the second ordination we hosted. The transmission of
precepts in America is not like that in Asia where many come to request
the precepts. In America, even just a single person coming to take
the precepts is a lot. Even if many people come to take the precepts
here, it would not be considered too many. Every preceptee should
be extremely sincere and earnest while bowing to the Buddha in these
few days. You should seek all Buddhas from the ten directions to come
shine their light on you—protecting and supporting you, enabling you
to receive the precious Vajra-Light Precepts. By so doing, you help plant
a seed for Buddhism in the West, causing it to flourish on a wide scale.

Appendix 1: A Story Related by Lee Eagleson (Guo Li)
Recently, I have developed a minor skin condition on the skin of
my right foot wherein the skin is dyed red from hemoglobin from
ruptured capillaries. On the top of my foot is a distinct outline of
the heel of a shoe, about the size of an Arhat shoe heel. To find out
how this happened, I will take you back to the summer of 1976 at
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (“CTTB”).

It was a few days before the first ordination at CTTB, and I was
working on an electrical problem at Great Compassion Quad using
a ladder with a smooth metal skid on the smooth concrete sidewalk.
The bottom of the ladder slipped out, causing me to fall about six
feet and end up with my ankle mashed between the sidewalk, the
ladder, and my body weight. I was taken to the hospital for X-rays
and there was no fracture, but the ankle was swollen and hurt badly.
A few days after that, I was sitting in a chair in the Buddha Hall when
Shrfu returned from San Francisco with a few guests. Shrfu came
straight away over to me carrying his White Whisk. I put my palms
together as he whisked me from head to foot, whisking everything
into my right leg and foot; then he gave a gentle kick to my shin and
stepped on my foot with a gentle and firm pressute; as I remember,
the heel of his shoe was right where the mark is now, nineteen years
later.

Shrfu told me that because of my temper, Weitou Bodhisattva had
given me a whack, as a warning, Though the ankle was not healed
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SO 4E

(some lessons should be painful), the work that Shrfu did on me was
far deeper and more profound than I have been able to understand.
In the Dbarani Sutra the White Whisk is used to eradicate karmic
obstacles and difficulties resulting from evil killing karma.

Though I continue to dream of Shrfu occasionally, at times of real
need, this is a tangible and very gentle reminder where I should be
going, and a warning to always change for the better.

Appendix 2: A Recollection by Dharma Master Heng Sure

There was a San Francisco float parade held in 1976 to celebrate the
bicentennial of this country’s independence. The then incumbent
Mayor of San Francisco, George Moscone, invited Gold Mountain
Monastery to join the city parade.

At that time, the Venerable Master’s disciples who read the
invitation felt that it was not fitting for left-home people to be under
such exposure. They thought
about turning down the invi-
tation. To their surprise, the
Venerable Master agreed wi-
thout hesitation to join the
parade. Mr. Wang Tai-Sheng,
the sculptor of the statue
of the Thousand-handed,
Thousand-eyed Guanyin Bo-
dhisattva in the Buddha Hall
of CTTB, decorated a float
for the event. The Master’s
disciples sat inside the float and
> others walked beside it, single-

mindedly reciting the Great

Bright Mantra of Six Syllables,
“Om Mani Padme Hum” all throughout the San Francisco Parade.
They were preceded and flanked by several other groups. When
Gold Mountain Monastery’s float passed by the grandstand, Mayor
Moscone and the other city officials showed their respect by rising
from their seats, joining their palms and making a half-bow.

After the parade, the Venerable Master’s disciples felt it had been
truly meaningful to create Dharma affinities with the multitude,
giving the people of San Francisco a chance to see left-home people
and to hear the soothing Sanskrit sounds. The Master told them, “We
make an appearance, yet remain unattached.”

Amazingly enough, three weeks later, the monastery received a
package from San Francisco City Hall saying that the Buddhist float
had won first place in the San Francisco Float Parade. The trophy was
enclosed.

2To be continued
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