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A Spiritual Light Illumines the Dharma Realm (continued)
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Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Talks during the Hundred Days of Chan from Nov. 15, 1970 to Feb. 20, 1971
Wbk Rtk 3%3% Translated into English by Bhikshuni Jin Gwang

Earth’s Provisions Are Better than Right Timing;

Harmonious Relations Are Better than Earth’s Provisions.

Once we have a place, we must have true
cultivators in the monastery so that the
place becomes holy. Holy grounds require
outstanding people like Shakyamuni
Buddha, who meditated in the Himalayas
for six years. Everyone knows about the
Himalayas because Shakyamuni Buddha
meditated there for six years while eating
only one sesame seed and one grain of wheat
a day. It was extremely difficult. Later he
went to the Bodhi tree, cultivated, certified
to the fruition and realized Buddhahood,
turning various places into holy sites.
Before Shakyamuni Buddha cultivated, no
one knew that place was a holy site; in fact,
no one paid attention to that place. This
is how people create holy sites. If you are a
holy person, you will turn unholy places into holy sites; if you are an
ordinary person, you will turn holy sites into unholy spots.

Hence, harmonious relations are better than earth’s provisions while
earth’s provisions are better than right timing. As fine as right timing
may be, it cannot compare with the benefits of the earth. The earth is
most beneficial for people, but if there is constant warfare so that there
are 5,000 tons of explosives here and 10,000 tons of explosives there,
then the earth will explode, leaving no benefit whatsoever! The earth
will not grow. However, the benefits of earth cannot compare with
harmonious relations. Harmonious relations means the absence of war

so that the earth may provide benefits and the timing of the heavens
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is right, all of which is based primarily on harmonious relations.

Speaking of harmonious relations, it is the basis of our
cultivating together. For example, during walking meditation,
someone would not kick the person ahead of him and say, “Jerk,
you walk so slowly!” Kick him so that he trips and falls. That person
turns around to look, “Why did you kick me? I am going to kill
you with a knife!” This way, people are not getting along. We don’t
have these problems because our relations are harmonious. We
do very well during walking meditation and sitting meditation.
Whether you are from somewhere else or have been part of this
group, I know that all of you cultivate with a singleness of mind.
No one wants to give others trouble, which very much accords with
the Dharma and thereby makes our place successful. Gwo Hu is a
Dharma protector to begin with, but all of you should follow suit
and be Dharma protectors. Spend less money for yourself; build
up some savings to support this new monastery. These preceptees
of the Bodhisattva precepts who have made the initial resolve for
Bodhi require all of you to guard them sincerely.

Who Is the Sage?

I have such profound and far-reaching expectations for all of you.
You should bring forth your great resolve for Bodhi and be a core
member of Buddhism. Lay the foundation for Buddhism. All of
you should pay particular attention to this point! Also, what’s
more delightful is that we will create sages at this sagely site. We
are not talking about a useless person, a survivor in some battle, or
an unwanted person [note: all of these are homonyms to “sage” in
Chinese.] Sages are holy individuals such as Arhats, Bodhisattvas,
or Buddhas.

So exactly who is a sage here? Whoever is not afraid of suffering!
Someone afraid of suffering can also be, but he or she will have to
wait. He or she will be a sage in the future, not now. I can say in the
affirmative, in the future, because I have this vow that anyone in
this Dharma Assembly who takes refuge with this not-so-intelligent
master will definitely realize Buddhahood. If he or she does not
realize Buddhahood, I will wait for him or she here! I know that
I will be able to wait until he or she becomes a Buddha in the
future. For this reason, I dare say with decisiveness that he or she
will be a sage in the future too. My expectations for you are very
profound and far-reaching. Do not disappoint me.

$0To be continued
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