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LIVES OF THE PATRIARCHS

srow b BF 7L 78 65
Dhyana MaSter Shl Li(Bows to the Master)

of Jade Mountain
(The Fifty-fourth Generation of Patriarchs)

EANLAFA—HNELFERF = A Lectured by the Venerable Master Hua on May 3, 1985
% AR5 32 7% Translated into English by Pei Ling Ooi
1% 2T #% Revised Version

Essay:

One day, after Master Shi Li attended upon Master Da Ming (Great
Brightness), he chanced to see a sparrow pecking at food on the
Offerings Table. Thereupon he clapped his hands and the sparrow
flew away. Master Da Ming slapped his back. Master Shi Li looked
back in fear. Master Da Ming said, “If you were the sparrow, I've let
you down; if you weren’t, then you've let me down.” Master Shi Li was
dumbfounded. Master Da Ming said, “You’re indeed pitiful! We’ve
let each other down.” Because of this incident, Master Shi Li was
awakened. He attended upon Master Da Ming for ten years. Master
Da Ming thought highly of and took special care of him. One day,
Master Shi Li took his belongings and left. Everyone thought it was
strange and suspicious. Someone asked, “Where did the Attendant Li
go?” Master Da Ming said, “He came from all directions and went back
to all directions. Why do you care about it?” The person then asked,
“How were his studies and practice?” Master Da Ming said, “If I said he
was accomplished in his studies and practice, I would be fitting a head
where there was already a head; if I said his studies and practice were in
vain I would be dimming his awesome light.”

Commentary:

The Fifty-fourth Generation of Patriarchs — Dhyana Master Shi Li of
Jade Mountain. The fifty-fourth patriarch was from the Jade Mountain
and the Caodong Sect. He was called Dhyana Master Shi Li. One day, no
one knew which day exactly, after Dhyana Master Shi Li attended upon
Dhyana Master Da Ming, he chanced to see a sparrow pecking at the
food on the Offerings Table. In the temple there was a Food Offerings
Table for the Mengshan ceremony, during which the rice and such other
food were placed on the table as offerings. Thereupon he clapped his hands
and the sparrow flew away. The sparrow heard something astir and flew
away. Master Da Ming slapped his back. Da Ming did so because Master
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Shi Li was mischievous—he clapped his hands. Master Shi Li
looked back in fear. Shi Li was shocked and looked back in fear
but he could not fly. Originally his master slapped him to make
him fly but he could not fly. So he looked back in fear. Master Da
Ming said, “If you were the little sparrow, I've let you down; if
you weren't, then you've let me down. If you were the sparrow,
I’'m sorry to make you fly; but if you weren’, then you've let me
down. I asked you to fly but you didn’t fly—you've indeed let me
down. You clapped your hands and the little sparrow flew away;
I slapped you and yet you could not fly. The slap on your back
was to make you fly, just like the sparrow did.” Do you all agree?

Master Shi Li was dumbfounded. He did not know what to
say. He could not make sense of it. Master Da Ming said, “You’re
indeed pitiful! We've let each other down.” Dhyana Master Da
Ming said, “You're so pitiful and stupid. Now that you've let me
down, and I've also let you down, let’s just forget it! "Because of
this incident, Master Shi Li was awakened. At that instant,
Dhyana Master Shi Li was awakened. Human beings were
confined and useless—they couldn’t even fly. He attended upon
Master Da Ming for ten years. As soon as he was awakened,
he wanted to seek freedom. Thereupon he attended on Dhyana
Master Da Ming for ten years. Master Da Ming thought highly
of and took special care of him. Sometimes he taught him how
to practice and to apply effort. He did not teach other people but
only taught Master Shi Li such principles.

One day, Master Shi Li took his belongings and left. He
ran away without telling anyone. He simply took his belongings
and went off. When nobody noticed, he just slid away with his
clothing. Everyone thought it was strange and suspicious.
He had been there for ten years and had gained the trust of the
Abbot. Why did he leave without giving any reason at all? Did
something go wrong? What happened actually? Everyone was
suspicious and thought it was very strange. Someone asked,
“Where did the Attendant Li go?” A meddlesome person
inquired his whereabouts. Master Da Ming said, “He came
from all directions and went back to all directions. Why do
you care about it?” He came from—he simply went to that
place. He went back to where he came from. Why do you bother
about it? What is strange about it? There is nothing strange! The
person then asked, “How were his studies and practice?’ The
meddlesome person again asked, “How was his practice when he
was here? What did he learn?” Master Da Ming said, “If I said
he was accomplished in his studies and practice...” In Chan,
even if you are not able to say it, you have to say it. “I would be
fitting a head where there was already a head; to say that he
was accomplished would be superfluous; it would just be to flatter

and praise him. $0To be continued



