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Sutra:

“What is the reason? If the Buddha
were to stay in the world a long time,
those of scanty virtue who do not
plant good roots, who are poor and
lowly, who greedily attach to the
five desires, and who are caught
in the net of schemes and false
views, seeing the Thus Come One
constantly present and not entering
the stillness, would give rise to
arrogance, laxness, and indifference.
They would not consider how
difficult it is to encounter him, nor
would their hearts be reverent.”

Commentary:

What is the reason? Why does the
Buddha, although he does not become
extinct, still announces his extinction?
Why does he manifest production
and extinction when for him there is
actually no production or extinction?
If the Buddha were to stay in the
world a long time, remaining long
in the world and not entering nirvana,
those of scanty virtue who do not
plant good roots would grow even
more lazy. Those with heavy karmic
obstacles would not plant good roots.
They would grow dependent on the
Buddha, thinking, “The Buddha’s here.
I don’t need to plant good roots right
now. I'll get to it later.” They would
wait around.

That is why the Buddha manifests
as entering the stillness. Once he has
entered nirvana and people see that
they have nothing to rely on, they will
get busy and plant some good roots.
This is a very obvious principle.

When I was in Manchuria, I had
a lot of disciples. I taught them how
to cultivate, yet they didn’t cultivate.
Some said they wanted to take their
time. Others said, “I don’t have time
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right now.”

After I left Manchuria, I started to get letters that said, “So-and-so, your
disciple in Manchuria, didn’t cultivate before, but now he is cultivating
because his teacher isn’t here. He’s working very hard now.”

When I was in Hong Kong, my disciples were pretty relaxed about their
cultivation. After I left, they realized how hard it is without a teacher, and
they all wrote letters to me asking me to come back. I didn’t pay any attention
to them, however. People are like that. If you see something every day, you
don’t think it’s important. When it’s taken away from you, you realize how
important it is.

So the Buddha doesn’t remain in the world for a long, long time, because
if he did, people of scanty virtue would fail to plant good roots. They would
just choose to wait instead. Those who are poor and lowly also would
not plant good roots or make offerings to the Triple Jewel; they would
continue to be poor and miserable. Those who greedily attach to the five
desires—wealth, form, fame, food and sleep—would still not give them up.
The affairs of the world are just that strange. The “have-nots” are greedy,
and those who have everything can’t put it down. Shakyamuni Buddha, as a
crown prince, had a surfeit of all the five desires, but he put them all down.
People who haven’t had their fill of the five desires are greedy for them.

Whether a person “has” or “has not” is a matter of karmic retribution.
If you don’t have good roots and do no good deeds, you won’t have a good
reward. How can you get a good reward? Plant good roots and do good
deeds, then you will reap a good fruit and gain a good reward. The poorer
people are, the greedier they are. People who have a little money aren’t as
greedy. People who are wealthy and are still greedy might as well be poor.

It’s said, “Good people don’t hate others; hateful people are not
good. Noble people don’t get angry; those who get angry are not noble.”
Sometimes sages get angry, but not really. It’s just something they manifest
according to certain circumstances. People who get angry are stupid. Rich
people don’t grab for bargains. People who like bargains are poor people.
Poor people are always looking for a deal, hoping to benefit themselves.
Because they don’t plant good roots, they are poor, lowly, and greedy for the
five desires: wealth, form, fame, food, and sleep or forms, sounds, smells,
tastes, and tangible objects.

And those who are caught in the net of schemes and false views are
greedy for the five desires. They are always plotting, thinking about how they
can appropriate something they want or how they can hold on to something
they have. They are opportunistic and take advantage of situations, using
deviant knowledge and deviant views. These schemes and false views are
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like a net that covers up one’s genuine wisdom. 5To be continued
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