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The Demon-Exposing Mirror, Demon-Quelling Pestle,
and Demon-Hacking Sword of Buddhism

FHEAN - —H-m & H T AAMME A lecture by the Venerable Master in Vietnam, 1974
# % ik 3%3% Translated into English by Jo-Shing Yang

Today 1 want to
raise the issue that
we must investigate
and study a sutra,
which is the demon-
exposing  mirror,
demon-quelling
pestle, and demon-
hacking sword of
Buddhism! What is
this sutra? It is the
Shurangama  Sutra.
The

Sutra expands and

Shurangama
develops wisdom.

However, this sutra
now is being discriminated against by scholars worldwide. Why is it so? They
claim that this sutra is a fake sutra, not an authentic one.

Why is it that while they claim that this sutra is spurious, we are still
endeavoring to study it? It is because the sutra has its value; it is worthy of study
and investigation. This sutra exposes and expounds all the wrong knowledge and
views from heterodox sects, clearly stating everything that contradicts Buddhist
knowledge and views. Hence, this sutra is a valuable mirror for exposing and
revealing demons, which means that it is also a demon-quelling pestle and a
demon-hacking sword! If everyone understands this sutra thoroughly, then there
naturally won’t be any heavenly demons and externalists, and all the wars in this
world will subside, and all humanity will again gain peace. Therefore, this sutra
is most important!

Young people now should vigorously study and investigate Buddhadharma;
in studying Buddhadharma, what should one study specifically? 1 encourage
everyone to study the Shurangama Sutra. The Shurangama Sutra expands and
builds wisdom; if you can understand the Shurangama Sutra, then you will
have understood practically everything within Buddhism. In particular, the
Shurangama Mantra is an inconceivable mantra. There is a layman Mr. Jun Zhong
who is always thinking about this and pondering over that, and he always thinks
a lot regarding every single matter. However, with this Shurangama Mantra, I
bet that you can’t stop thinking about it and you can’t penetrate the depths of
the mantra. Why? Because it has an inconceivable power. In Buddhism, the
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Shurangama Mantra is called efficacious language. What is the efficacious
language? It is so wonderful that no words can express them and no words
can fully describe and explain them; one exhausts all the words in the world
until the end of time and still cannot completely enumerate their wonders.
If all of us can recite and memorize the Shurangama Mantra, then there
will be 84,000 Vajra Treasury Bodhisattvas who will constantly guard and
protect us. The Shurangama Mantra is the most wonderful, and it is also
the longest mantra, with approximately two thousand three hundred and
twenty-something words. All of you young people, you must bring forth the
resolve to learn the Shurangama Mantra and recite the Shurangama Sutra. If
you can memorize both the Shurangama Sutra and the Shurangama Mantra,
then you will have planted a deep root firmly within Buddhism.

Audience: The Dharma Master mentioned that everyone not only should
read the Shurangama Sutra but also should memorize the Shurangama Sutra.
I respectfully ask the Dharma Master, what does the Shurangama Sutra say?
Why must we read and recite it; is it OK if we don't read it?

The Venerable Master: If you want to know what is inside the sutra, then
you must read it; if you don’t want to know about it, then you shouldn’t even
be asking this question.

Audience: Why doesn’t the Dharma Master introduce the Vajra Sutra?
The Sixth Patriarch listened to the Vzjra Sutra and became enlightened;
why not introduce 7he Platform Sutra of the Sixth Patriarch because that
sutra introduces the enlightenment experiences of the Sixth Patriarch? Why
is it that the Dharma Master merely introduces one sutra, the Shurangama
Sutra?

The Venerable Master: The importance of the Shuranagama Sutra has
been discussed last night. In the Dharma-ending age of Buddhism, the first
Sutra to disappear will be the Shurangama Sutra; once the Shurangama Sutra
is no longer on earth, then all the goblins, sprites, demons, ghosts, and spirits
will appear. There are five major demonic armies in this world, and within
the Shurangama Sutra there is the Shurangama Mantra; the Shurangama
Mantra has five divisions of protectors regulating and controlling the five
major demonic armies. If there is no one in the world who can recite the
Shurangama Mantra, then this world will be destroyed and the consequences
are unfathomable because these deviant demons, goblins, and ghosts will
appear in the world. Now they are invisible and not apparent to you,
inaudible to you because they don’t dare to appear when the Shurangama
Mantra is still in this world. In any place in the world as long as there is
one person who can recite the Shurangama Mantra, the demons and ghosts
won't dare to appear there!

Audience: Dharma Master! In Cantonese there is a saying about putting
hexes and placing curses on people; is there really such a thing as this “gu”
poison magic and witchcraft? Why is it that so many people have personally
experienced them? For us who study Buddhism, what should be our attitude
and views toward “gu” poison magic and witchcraft? Why is this type of evil
allowed to exist?

The Venerable Master: In this world, there are thousands of weird and

unusual phenomena, all sorts of things. It is said that the heavens and earth

APRIL 2009 VAJRA BopHI SEA 39



E=3 <=2l Bodhi Field

BIFEA © FrRE R K VW2
a A o SR > IMIAZELF
—EIEL IR0~ BE - Ba -~ JGE
PR WFILIE T » (HESSFFTNEAR
AWEH o ARFT AR ASEIR B - iE
I > e R OB A IEE S G
ATEREL © REROIE > BTEE A B
1E  EHEREETISA (TR -

THEHBTTA SRR L E 7T (55 #
&) o Ham (L) o RMEEEE
s (BBET) - EfTTElREET A AL
BT WEVLAREY - B (BRI
e RE — VIR HIEEN - RER— V55
HNERREREAM > AN E =R A A
EERHY o WERARFIEA Z A5 B
Bl > wtEEsE (RBEL) - BOTA A
W5 7 shERea LR (BET) o WA
N VU< e S B AR I

B FAEMRTE S (B
) ?

EA AR RFRAYE S (B
FL) o BARPRATEALBE A IS (F5
B o #EPARE (BEEIL) o TFF C
BRI ) WURA HMAVHES - AR

By S AN ok (B
L) WESIRE T =0 0 ZRELRIEE
1E%Z » B IR O EREL - (A EES
& o
B A ES
ERES (R M (CHNR) o
EtEEElE (BT EE ?
BT CRAETE) 0 (CHNTE) B
ERRERN—E Y ENEER (5
B By e (BRI MENE A7
GHETED © fhEl - R - B -~ &
IS ~ FEPEES - FEVEEZ LT
RERIRAE A g 1888 - fitiy
WE—{E N E WA Gy J2HF A4k
M (BEIT)  AEgw (B
) IBEEEE T o FTAREHY B
JEZEE s RATLLER TR g, 0 BERER
BT - REE - WRMMRSEEE 1K
AREE  RARER T IRREE L, o R
LI HEA T LAHY -

(BEEL) - A

40 =E=MEIRB —OORFmA

are vast, and the four seas are expansive, so there exist all sorts of inexplicable,
inscrutable mysterious things. But to sum up, we must have an upright, virtuous
mindset; rectifying our hearts, cultivating our personal body, regulating our
families, ordering and governing the states, and finally making the entire world
tranquil and peaceful. Once our hearts and minds are rectified and upright, the
externalists will not have any way of disturbing us. If you have a hex, a curse,
or a spell placed on you, in this situation it is because your mind is not upright
and virtuous to begin with, so deviant beings come to disturb you. If you have
an upright, virtuous mind, then the deviant will not win over the proper and
upright, so no curses and hexes will have any effect on you.

In particular, I want to suggest to everyone to investigate and study the
Shurangama Sutra, recite and memorize the Shurangama Mantra. If you can
recite and memorize the Shurangama Mantra, then any type of hexing and spells
won't be effective on you. The Shurangama Mantra can smash through all the
demons’ traps and nets, and it can also break through all types of externalists’
magic arts; its strength and power is inconceivable. If you don’t want to be
subject to disturbances by hexes and spells, then recite the Shurangama Mantra
as I have told you. Anyone who sincerely recites the Shurangama Mantra will
be protected by 84,000 Vajra Treasury Bodhisattvas.

Audience: When is the right time for us to recite the Shurangama Mantra?

The Venerable Master: You can recite the Shurangama Mantra not only
when you bow and pay respects to the Buddhas, but also whenever you
ordinarily walk, sit down, and lie down. When you uphold the Shurangama
Mantra, then you don’t have other random and chaotic thoughts, just as when
you are mindful of Guanshiyin Bodhisattva, you don’t have other distracting,
random thoughts. When you uphold the Shurangama Mantra, then you will
obtain samadhi; samadhi is proper concentration and perception, which allows
your mind not to be chaotic and disorderly; you rid yourself of random and
distracting thoughts.

Audience: We don't know how to recite the Shurangama Mantra, but we
know how to recite the Great Compassion Mantra and the Ten Small Mantras.
Are they included within the Shurangama Mantra?

The Venerable Master: The Great Compassion Mantra and the Ten Small
Mantras are a part of the morning recitation, and they don’t belong to the
Shurangama Mantra. The Shurangama Mantra has five sections, corresponding
to five divisions: the Buddha division, the Lotus division, the Jewel-birth
division, the Vajra division, and the Karma division, which govern the five
directions.

You said that you dont know how to do it; if you don't know, then learn
it slowly. No one knows how to do it initially; no one knows how to recite
the Shurangama Mantra at birth; if you knew how to recite the Shurangama
Mantra at birth, then you would be a Bodhisattvas. Because you don't know
how to do it, you must learn; you can’t just say, “I dont know how to do it,” so
I won't even learn. If you study and go to school, then it is because you haven'
graduated yet so you continue to study; to say, “I don’t want to study,” and just
want to graduate, is not acceptable either.



