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My Affinity with the Venerable Master

FEH=00ANF+—A=1— 80 FAHA
By Rosaline Kang in Singapore on November 21, 2008

HFFH1 L F3F Translated into Chinese by Charng-Ching Lin, Ph.D.

In 1978, Master came to Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, for the
first time, and it was then when I took the Three Refuges
with him. I was in my thirties then, and life couldnt have
been better as far as material things were concerned. I was
married to the Managing Director of a bank and living a
luxurious lifestyle. If there was anything to be done, I only
had to ring my husband’s secretary and it would be done.
I spent my time beautifying myself with the latest fashion
styles and socializing with all the ‘who’s who” of KL society.
There were parties to attend every night, and we enjoyed
the best gourmet food for every meal. My focus in life then
was the ‘five poisons (wealth, form, reputation, food, sleep)’,
superficial things and values, which I took for real.

My whole world collapsed one day when I discovered that
my husband had not been true to his marital vows. I tried
everything I could to improve the situation, but nothing
worked. When I met the Master in 1978, I confided my
problems to him and he advised me to walk along the
Buddhist path and to treat myself as a ‘left-home’ person. As
I was searching for a more meaningful life, I took Master’s
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advice very seriously and looked towards him as my all-
knowing teacher. From then onwards, I started my journey
step by step towards this noble path.

In 1988, the Master and his delegation stayed for four
nights in my apartment in Singapore. It was after that trip
that I decided to become a full-time vegetarian. It was a
very difficult decision to make in the beginning, as I knew
that I would miss all the food that I loved. However, I asked
myself, “How good a disciple am I if I couldn’t even make
this small sacrifice?” I went to a local temple and bowed the
3,000 Buddhas Repentance Ceremony for three days, and
I prayed sincerely to the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas to help
me achieve this goal of mine. In the meantime, I had friends
who advised me against becoming a vegetarian. One friend
said that her grandmother tried to be a vegetarian too, but in
the end she coughed for months as it was too cooling for the
body. Another friend dissuaded me by saying that if I became
a vegetarian, there would no longer be anyone taking her and
others for good food when they came to Singapore for visits.
Yet other friends were betting, without my knowledge, that I
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wouldn’t last being a vegetarian for three months.

To their surprise, not only did I last for three months, but
I have now been a vegetarian for 20 years since 1988. I was
very determined and was never tempted in any way when I
saw others eating meat, but best of all, I never coughed or
fell sick. In fact, the anaemia I had for years was cured when
I became a vegetarian. I realized that in life, there is nothing
impossible if you make up your mind to do it, and especially
if you are sincere about your goal, the compassionate
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas will help and guide you.

In 1993, I was ready to take my five precepts after the
Master’s birthday celebration at Long Beach Monastery.
A couple of years after that, I was looking forward to take
my Bodhisattvas Precepts. It was during a visit by Dharma
Master Heng Liang to the Gold Coast that she told me that
CTTB would be transmitting the Bodhisattvas Precepts in
year 2000. I was delighted and sent in my application form
right away. When I arrived at CTTB, I met Dharma Master
Heng Lyu, the Abbot, who told me that I was the first person

to apply.

I have not looked back since. After all these years, I realized
now how lucky I am to be able to distinguish what is real and
what is false. It has been twenty-four years since my husband
moved on and I now live a very simple life. I remembered
Master’s words and I treat myself now like a ‘left-home’ person.
I have an adorned Buddha hall wherever I live, be it in the Gold
Coast or in Singapore, and I treat it as my personal temple. I
gave up watching TV a long time ago. Besides my morning
and evening chanting, I recite Amitabha Buddha’s name 20,000
times a day. I live my life in accordance with the Dharma, and
I find joy in listening to sutra lectures and being alone. I am
very happy now because I have the Buddhadharma and I am
working vigorously towards my vow, as well as my goal, which
is to go to the Western Paradise at the end of my time, as this
will be the best way to repay all the Buddhas, the Bodhisattvas
and Master’s kindness and guidance.

I couldn’t have been more fortunate than to meet such a great
Master like our Venerable Master. I am forever grateful to Him
and it was through meeting Him that my life has changed. He
was indeed a good-knowing advisor.
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