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REFLECTION IN THE WATER-MIRROR:TURNING
THE TIDE OF DESTINY
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Zft A # Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
Wb ik 33 Translated into English by Bhikshu Jin Yong

They stopped and waited at the fork and did not know which
path to take. They waited at the fork and hesitated to advance
because they didn’t know which path to take. They waited for
one day, two, three, or five days, one year, two, three, five, ten,
or twenty years at the junction and pondered, should I take this
path or the other one?

Looking at the sea, they could only sigh. While standing
at the seashore, they sighed. “Look how big the ocean is! How
can I cross it?” Therefore our First Patriarch, Great Master
Bodhidharma, saved the biased and patched the leaks. He
corrected the biases and patched the leaks, the imperfections.
He kindly taught without talking. While people kept talking
nonsense, he did not say a single word. And he used no words.
Just the mind is the Buddha. Just your own mind is the Buddha.
The precious pearl has always been inside the clothes. This is
an analogy from the Dharma Flower Sutra. It cannot be found
outside. It cannot be attained from outside.

Focus your attention, be single-minded, and never forget
your resolve. Then, all of a sudden, when a breakthrough
occurs, you will penetrate the inside and outside, as well as
the details of all things, and will completely understand all
functions of the mind. Once greatly enlightened, you will
return to your original source and will then understand the
state of the Golden Ascetic who broke into a smile when the
World Honored One held up a flower. Aha, so it is! It can only
be transmitted from mind to mind: it is a special teaching,
totally different from others outside Buddhism. You should
take your own nature across. It is just like the analogy of a

raft. How could there be anything more?
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You should focus all your attention and be single-minded.
Put your mind at one place, and never forget your resolve.
You have made this resolve, and you should not forget it. Then,
all of a sudden, when a breakthrough occurs. Some day,
you'll suddenly fully understand the topic that you have been
investigating. You will penetrate the inside and outside, as
well as the details of all things. You will understand all the
details of the myriad things and will completely understand
all the functions of the mind. There won't be any functions of
the mind that you won’t understand.

Once greatly enlightened. At this point, you won't have
any doubts. You will return to your original source and will
then understand the state of the Golden Ascetic who broke
into smile when the World Honored One held up a flower.
The Golden Ascetic is the Venerable Kasyapa. He looked
very serious to begin with; however, upon seeing Shakyamuni
Buddha holding a golden lotus flower in his hand, not saying a
single word, the Venerable Kasyapa broke into a smile. You will
then understand what was going on. Aha, so it is! What is it? It
is the state of being enlightened.

It can only be transmitted from mind to mind. This
Dharma can only be transmitted from mind to mind and can’t
be expressed in words. It is a special teaching, totally different
from others. It is a special teaching outside Buddhism, and it
uses no words.

You should take your own nature across. You yourself
should cross over your self-nature. The Vajra Sutra says: Even
Dharmas should be renounced, let alone non-dharmas.

It is just like the analogy of a raft. After taking a boat, you
don't need to carry it any longer. You can carry your sleeping
bag, but you should put down your boat once you have crossed
over the river. How could there be anything more? Is there
any more to it? Is there any moer to it? Saying it twice implies

thorough understanding and enlightenment.
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