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Coming from the west and going to the east, both dharmas and people
are empty. This is talking about Dhyana Master Seng Bao. What is meant
by “coming from the west”? There’s no need to answer with a tetralemma
or a hundred negations. Coming from the west refers to coming from India
to China. Going to the east means the same thing as coming from the west.
Coming from the west and going east is the same as going east and coming
from the west. Actually, there is neither coming from the west nor going
east. There is no coming and no going. The Dharma is thus, naturally.
Though it came from the west, it neither came nor went. Though it neither
came nor went, the Dharma was actually brought from the west. Those who
study Buddhism should not be attached to the direction. You should not
attach to the Buddhadharma nor any dharma. Once you have attachment,
you fall off to one side and lose the Middle Way. Cultivators should realize
the emptiness of both people and dharmas.

Eliminating both existence and nonexistence, just hold to the Middle
Way. Don’t become attached to existence or to emptiness. They are the
two extremes, not the Middle Way. You should cultivate that Middle Way
and then realize the principle, which is found neither in existence nor in
emptiness. There is a Confucian saying: “The human mind is dangerous.
Our mind for the Way is too small. Only through vigorous concentration
and holding to the middle can one realize the Way.”

Tetralemmas and the hundred negations are just idle theorizing, just
playful remarks. If you are good at speaking, then even if you were talking
nonsense, you would be able to speak with principle. And when there is true
principle, you would be able to convince others that there is no principle.
You would be able to invert right and wrong and would simply confuse
people. When you say:

It is empty; it is existent; it is non-empty; it is nonexistent.
It is both empty and existent; it is neither empty nor existent.
Maybe in the beginning one would think your statements made sense,
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but after attentive and repeated study they would know that your words
have no foundation. Theories and principles are empty; however, the
marks of phenomena are real. Thus, with four-line verses, you could
say anything and your words would make sense. But no matter what
you said, the principle would still be empty. And so your words would
just be idle theorizing.

The three poisons and five skandhas are like traces of bubbles and
shadows. The three poisons are greed, hatred, and ignorance. The five
skandhas are form, feeling, cognition, formations, and consciousness.
These are only names. If you study them carefully, they have no
substance and are merely names. Great Master Yongjia explained this
idea further: “The five skandhas are like floating clouds--they are empty,
neither coming nor going. The three poisons are like bubbles falsely
bobbing up and down in the water.” If you search for them, there are
only false names that have no traces and no appearances.

When discrimination is beaten to death, one sweats all over. If
you beat discrimination to death, then you will no longer have a mind
of discrimination, and you will sweat too. You will have already pulled
yourself out, returned to the origin, turned your back on the dust of
the mundane world, and united with enlightment. This is like a person
recovering from illness; the sweat washes away his disease. Conquering
the thought of delusion and revealing the all-encompassing nature.
If you can conquer your thought of delusion, then your self nature will
become all-encompassing.

Dhyana Master Seng Bao was made from cast iron. Master Seng
Bao went through refinement in a big furnace and made himself as solid
as cast iron. The pelting rain and furious wind could not change his
demeanor. No matter what changes occurred in the surroundings, he
did not change. He was in an unmoving state of thusness and always
had clear understanding in all situations.
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