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Preface: Seeking for the Sacred Mountains
(Excerpts from the Venerable Master Huas lectures in the 1970s)

When Shakyamuni Buddha was alive, he predicted that the Prajnaparamita
Dharma Door would be particularly welcomed in the Zhendan country -- the
country that Shakyamuni Buddha spoke of as the Zhendan country is present-
day China, therefore the Buddha-Dharma in China is particularly prosperous.
As a result, in China, there are four famous mountains, Wutai Mountain, Emei
Mountain, Jiuhua Mountain and Putuo Mountain all contain several hundred
monasteries. Thus there is a saying in Chinese: “In this world, all the praises
have been utterly exhausted, the famous mountains of the world are occupied by
the monks.”

The best prophesies have already been proclaimed by the Buddha.

Indeed, monks and nuns already dwell in most of the famous mountains of
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this world. The famous mountains, the ones with Feng Shui, could
also be said to have veins; these veins are dragon veins, ordinary secular
commoners traditions could be said to be Feng Shui. Every famous
scenic landscape has dragon veins, which is why the temples flourish;
there is a share of the sacred spirit. When people come to this place, it is
as if they have taken a drink of cool water, the feeling is both comfortable
and cool, and it is also similar to being at the Pure Land’s Pools of the
Seven Jewels and Eight Waters of Merit and Virtue. Although you are
not born in the Pure Land’s Pools of the Seven Jewels and Waters of the
Eight Meritorious Virtues and are instead born in this world, when you
go to the Buddhist monasteries, the temples of the saints and the temples
of the Bodhisattvas, it will feel as if you are taking a swim in the Pools of
Seven Jewels and Waters of the Eight Meritorious Virtues.

In reference to this country (U.S.A.), there are many mountains but
not many monks and nuns; that is why the famous scenic landscapes
do not yet contain any sacred Buddhist lands. Two weeks ago, I heard
that there were some mountains in Calgary and then I discussed it with
Guohui and Guozhan, and told them to take a look at the mountains
over there. They traveled to the area, looked at several plots of land with
the aim of establishing a monastery, and took many pictures. Tomorrow
evening, for those who are interested, we can show everyone and ask
which places they like, and of the places that they like, which of them
possesses a bit of the sacred spirit? There is no need for us to be anxious;
our current task is simply to find amidst the big mountains a sacred
piece of land. Later on, whether you are monks or nuns, or laity, please
be attentive: there are monasteries in the big mountains. Where there are
sacred spirits and flourishing lands, we are to find these types of dragon
veins and establish temples in the future. Because we are monastics, we
should fulfill our duties as monastics of propagating the Buddhadharma
and causing it to flourish. That is our responsibility.
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The Golden Avatamsaka at the Heart of the Canadian
Rockies
Truly Avatamsaka Monastery and the Golden lands represent an apex in
North America. Golden’s pristine location in the heart of the Canadian
Rockies and near the source of the mighty Columbia River is breathtaking
andatthesame time, life-giving. In that, itrightly represents the Avaramsaka
Sutra, which, among all the Buddha’s teachings, is the apex, the epitome,
the breathtaking and life-given source of truth. The Venerable Master’s
choice of those Golden lands and his decision to establish Avatamsaka
Monastery near them is his unspeakably wonderful gift to us all. Let us
treasure this gift and live lightly and wisely in those pristine places!
[Editor’s Note: The first time the Venerable Master personally visited
Calgary, as the airplane flew over the Rocky Mountain Ranges, the
Venerable Master told his disciples next to him, “Manjushri Bodhisattva has
come to Canada. The snowy mountain below is Manjushri Bodhisattva’s
Bodhimandala. You should make pilgrimages to this mountain in the
future.”
Castle Mountain. Castle Mountain is located
within Banff National Park in the Canadian
Rockies, approximately halfway between Banff

The snowy mountain that the Venerable Master mentioned is

and Lake Louise. The mountain was named in
1858 by James Hector for its castle-like or fortress-
like appearance. The Venerable Master told his
disciples to purchase this piece of land--Golden,
and find an appropriate location for building a
large Buddhist monastery in the future. He also
predicted, “The Buddhadharma will flourish here

in the future.”]

Pine Grove in the Montana Rockies

Just across the Canadian border, the Master chose
a spot at Eureka, Montana, at the northernmost — === .
point of the U.S. Rockies. The veins and pulse of the surroundmg peaks
converge there, where, under the vast sky, a swift creek runs near a black
lake and white cattle graze on sweet green grasses.

Along the Northwest Coast Range

Along the West Coast Range, the Master chose several spots. In Canada,
he established Gold Buddha Monastery, facing the Coast Range at
Vancouver. He also acquired lands along the significant Fraser River,
where the Cascade Range begins.

[Note: Venerable Master Hua mentioned: Four great Bodhisattvas have
come to the West to spread Buddhism by teaching people. Everyone is
welcome to visit Vancouver to pay homage to Manjushri Bodhisattva, to
visit Seattle to pay homage to Universal Worthy Bodhisattva, to visit the
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas to pay homage to Guanyin Bodhisattva,
and to visit Los Angeles to pay homage to Earth Store Bodhisattva.]

In the U.S. Northwest, he established Gold Summit Monastery,
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facing the Coast Range’s young and rugged
Olympic Peninsula Range, and backed by
the Cascades, with Mount Baker visible to
the north and Mount Rainier to the south.

In the Oregon Coast Range, the Master
found Turtle Mountain along the Smith
River, a tributary of the Umpqua, when he
was invited to conduct an Amitabha Session
in the early 70’ at Buddha Root Farm
there. Now, a meditation hall serves the
practitioners who go annually to study and
practice in retreat there.

In California Coast Range, the Mendocino :
Range surrounds Ukiah (means “Deep Valley” in the Pomo language) and is
the home of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB). Just north of the
City stand the giant redwoods, ancient and mighty in their presence. Just
south are the headwaters of the powerful Russian River.

[Editor’s Note: Venerable Master Hua said that the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas is a sacred place created by the will of Heaven on a special site on
the earth. It only came into being after hundreds of millions of years, and
is a ready-made Buddhist Way-place. As it is naturally suited to Buddhist
practice, we all go there to diligently cultivate. The name ‘Ukiah’ refers to
the deep valley where many living beings reside: cranes, deer, a multitude
of animals, immortals, monastics and laypeople. Why is it called Wonderful
Enlightenment Mountain? Because the shape of the Mountain looks like
someone who has just woken up and is reclining there. This person not only
enlightens himself, he takes care of all beings throughout the ten directions.
That is the meaning of Wonderful Enlightenment Mountain.)

Slightly northeast of CTTB is the Walnut Ranch Retreat and further east
the Master found several pieces of land around Clear Lake. A volcanic field
and the largest freshwater lake in California, this has been a sacred space of
Native American tribes dating back to 6000 B.C.E. More recently the area is
home to the Pomo Indians.

Along the Northern Cascade Range

Some say the Cascade Range begins south of the Fraser River; some say it
extends up north of the river into British Columbia. But all agree that Mount
Baker and its graceful companion Mount Shuksan are a spectacular sight
shared by north and south. From the Master’s chosen sites at Maple Ridge
high above the north bank the Fraser River, we view with awe Mount Baker’s
many-faceted northern face--stark and sharp on a clear day; mysterious and
shrouded on a misty morning. No wonder the Master selected the name
Golden Immortal Monastery (& [ﬂ[ffj) for that location!

Southeast of Mount Baker, the Master acquired land at Marblemount
which fronts the swirling conflux of the Cascade and the Skagit Rivers
just east of gentle Mount Asuk. The rugged Mount Hozomeen rises in the
distance.
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W AMEYE R %L Mount. Baker as seen from the Traser River.

South of the Baker and Darrington areas of the
Cascades, in the Skykomish region, the Master
established a Way-place just west of Mount Index.
Snow Mountain Monastery is situated at the conflux
of the Skykomish, Beckler, and Miller Rivers.

At the southern end of the Washington Cascade
Range, the Master chose to steward land at North
Bend, close to the Snoqualmie River. This land is
situated with stern Mount Washington at its back,
Deere Lake in front and below, and mystic Little Si
as the table mountain beyond. The Muir Trail runs
above this land on Mount Washington’s ridge and a
winter waterfall plummets down into a rugged creek
which courses through the land. The Master walked
this wooded property and found the veins and pulse
of the surrounding mountains converging at the
entrance to this site.

Contiguous to this property is Olallie (Chinook
for ‘Berry’) State Park with its Twin Falls.

In the California Cascades

The Master also became steward of a thousand
acres on another Native American sacred mountain
in the Cascade Range which straddles the political
boundaries of Sonoma and Lake Counties near
Calistoga, home of Old Faithful Geyser, which blows
approximately every 20 minutes up to 70 feet high.

Mid California Coast Range
The Santa Cruz Range of the Pacific Coastal Range

Bodhi Field
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gives San Francisco its steep hills, like the one on which Gold
Mountain Monastery is situated.

On the West Bay at Burlingame, where DRBA has its headquarters
and a translation institute, we watch the sun rise behind the isolated
peak, Mount Diablo. Diablo, ‘devilish’ is Spanish. Long before,
Native Americans had given this lone peak various other names in
their own tongues.

The Diablo Range, also part of the pacific Coast Range, extends
south and is what rises above San Jose to the east, where Gold Sage
Monastery is located.

Further east of the Bay Area, along the Sacramento River where
it cuts into the Cascades to form the Sacramento Valley, the Master

founded City of the Dharma Realm.
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Southern California

The Master chose to establish and sustain three Way-places in
the Los Angeles metropolis: Gold Wheel Monastery in Pasadena,
Long Beach Monastery and Blessings, Prosperity, and Long Life
Monastery in Long Beach.

Avatamsaka Vihara at Bethesda, Maryland

And finally, in the Appalachian Range that covers the eastern coast
of the United States, is the Allegheny Range. At Bethesda, Maryland
along the Potamac River quite near the U.S. capitol, Washington
D.C., the Master founded Avatamsaka Vihara.

At all these ‘supreme spots’, as the Sixth Patriarch called such
spectacular locales, the Venerable Master became a steward of lands
and/or established Way-places where people can study and practice.
The foundation for Buddhism that the Master laid in North
America is rooted in these and other significant places, with the

goal of providing protection and lending spiritual support.
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YEE¥Diabloylk Mount Diablo as seen from Newhall Park in Concord, California
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