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The Preface to the New ‘Edition of
A Simple ‘Explanation of the Wonderful Dhiarma Lotus ‘Flower Sutra
(continued from last issue)

Written and translated into English by Jennifer Lin
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he Lotus Sutra contains 28 chapters in seven rolls. It begins with

an Introduction chapter and concludes with the chapter on the
Encouragement of the Bodhisattva Universal Worthy. The Introduction
describes the circumstances that led to the speaking of this teaching.
This set of circumstances is not minor, but one that teaches everyone to
become Buddhas. This sutra concludes with the Encouragement of the
Bodhisattva Universal Worthy because “Universal Worthy Bodhisattva
practices the greatest deeds. He made ten great kings of vows. Given his
status and position, he encouraged all beings to bring forth the resolve
for Bodhi so that all beings will believe in Universal Worthy Bodhisattva
and set their sights on enlightenment.” (The Encouragement of the
Bodhisattva Universal Worthy, Chapter 28 of A Simple Explanation of the
Wonderfiul Dharma Lotus Flower Sutra.)

The ancients said, “The Shurangama uncovers wisdom while the
Lotus is about the realization of Buddhahood.” The Shurangama Sutra
and the Lotus Sutra hold critical positions in Buddhism. Without having
developed wisdom first, we cannot awaken to the essence of the Lozus Sutra
all of a sudden. Therefore in 1968, Master Hua held a 96-day summer
Shurangama study session at the Buddhist Lecture Hall in San Francisco.
Increasingly, Westerners began to take refuge and two people decided to
become monastics. Immediately thereafter, the Venerable Master began to
lecture on the most well-known chapter of the Lozus Sutra, the Universal
Door Chapter, on October 6th that year. After lecturing on the Universal
Door Chapter, Master Hua began to officially lecture the entire Lozus
Sutra on November 10th. In his comments on the preface to the sutra,
the Venerable Master states:

“I only dare to say something real to you now that I have finished
lecturing on the Shurangama Sutra. You are now up to par. If you were
not up to this level, I would scare you off with something true. You would
never come back after the first lesson.”

The following year, 1969, the theme of the summer session was
based on the Chapter of Vision of the Jeweled Stupa in the Lozus Sutra so
that students from all around may pay their respects to the Many Jewels

Buddha of Antiquity and experience the wonder of the Lotus Sutra. At
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that point, five people were already monastics. These five monks and nuns
were about to go to Taiwan for the precepts toward the end of October,
1969. So that they may hear the Lotus Sutra lectured in its entirety, the
Venerable Master stopped his lectures until the monastics received the
precepts and returned in the spring of 1970. This is a testament to the
importance that the Venerable Master attaches to this sutra. Master Hua
spent approximately 25 months lecturing on the Lotus Sutra, finally
completing his lectures on November 10, 1970.

While concluding his lectures to this sutra, the Venerable Master
spoke these heartfelt words. May all be encouraged by these words:

“For the first time in the West we have such alengthy Dharma Assembly
on such a lengthy sutra. I hope that you will study this sutra and in turn
teach living beings everywhere so that all may attain the inconceivable
wonder of the Lotus Sutra. Once you experience its wonder, you can then
lead all beings to experience this wonder. All of us here should shoulder
the tasks of teaching and propagating the Buddhist teachings, turn the
great wheel of Dharma, beat the great Dharma drum, blow the great
Dharma conch, and pour the great Dharma rain. May all beings be filled
with the joy of Dharma!”

When the Venerable Master first lectured this sutra, most of the
students were new to Buddhism. Hence the Master’s lecture style at that
time differed from those of lecturers of the past, which was usually a
line by line explanation. The Master called his commentaries a simple
explanation. The Master was teaching his Western disciples Chinese while
dissecting and sharing with them the essence of the Buddhadharma,
putting the profound simply. Unfortunately, due to the limitations
of the recording system at that time, it has been difficult, at times, to
get a glimpse of the whole picture of these lectures. There are pauses or
background noise in these recordings. Furthermore, the first publication
in Chinese of A Simple Explanation of the Wonderful Dharma Lotus Flower
Sutra was not edited well so some valuable parts were regrettably omitted.
Later the Master’s disciples requested the Venerable Master to fill in those
many missing parts. A revised edition of A Simple Explanation of the
Wonderful Dharma Lotus Flower Sutra in large fonts was issued. Due to
limited resources by the editors in the last decade and more, we began
to cooperate internationally in reviewing the Venerable Master’s taped
lectures, transcribing carefully, and polishing with care in the hopes that
we may restore the style of the speaker in its full force and that the essence
of the lectures be preserved. To make it more convenient for present-day
readers, this new edition of A Simple Explanation of the Wonderful Dharma
Lotus Flower Sutra not only integrates all the addenda into the original
commentaries, but furthermore observes the Venerable Master’s teachings
by including an outline to make the structure clear and consistent. Perhaps
there are parts that are still unclear, and we sincerely hope that everyone
will provide us with feedback.



