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The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas proclaims the Proper Dhar

Now and in the future, never stopping.

Sweet dew water flows from the spring of Bodhi.
Dragon-tree Forest is covered with clouds of Prajna.
White cranes and deer are influenced by example.
Blackbirds and kalavinkas sing in harmony. .
This is the refuge for the living beings of the Dharma Realm ¥
The Great Means Expansive Buddha Flower Adornment Sutra.
Composed by Venerable Master Hua on May 12, 1978
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the early days.
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—» Continued from inside of front cover

Venerable Master Hua indicated in his Dharma lecture on November
6, 1976:

Why has the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas been founded in the
West? It’s because this is exactly the time for such a place to come into
existence. When I first arrived in America, I stayed in a basement of
about 150 square feet, windowless and even without a proper door.
Once the door was shut, it was like being in a vacuum chamber. After
living there for a while, I moved to Sacramento Street. Later, when
I felt it was too complicated to propagate Buddhism in Chinatown,
I moved to Sutter Street temporarily, and then to the third floor of
the Tianhou Temple on Waverly Street. In 1971 we moved to Gold
Mountain Monastery.

We began translating sutras in 1968. For thousands of years, no
one in China thought of translating sutras from Chinese into other
languages; no one wanted such a task; no one dared to conceive of
undertaking such an immense project, which would have required
the support of the state to be carried out successfully. When Dharma
Master Kumarajiva was translating the sutras into Chinese, sometimes
he had over 3,000 people helping him; at the very least he always had
800 people working on translation.

Now in America, how can I do this work all alone? None of the
great monks in Chinese history dared to think of translating the entire
Chinese Tripitaka (Buddhist canon) into foreign languages. Why
not? Because there was a lack of talents who could do it. Although
the situation is better now, over a hundred years ago people who
understood foreign languages were extremely rare in China.

Not knowing my own limitations, I am now attempting this
project which no one in China dared to undertake for several
thousand years. After the thirty-some American students who came
to study Buddhadharma completed the 1968 summer session, they
began translating the sutras. Our translators are all volunteers who
seek no reward or compensation of any kind.

We began translating sutras in 1968, and in 1971 we founded
Gold Mountain Monastery. In 1973 Mr. C.T. Shen lent us a house
because we were running out of room. At that time the men and
the women were both living at Gold Mountain Monastery, the
women on the second floor and the men on the third floor. There
were rumors that in Gold Mountain Monastery where the rules were
supposedly very strict, the men and women were mixing together in
total disregard of the precepts. Many people outside were eager to
find fault with us. In 1975 when our place became too small again,
we had to begin to search for another place and came upon what is
now the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. You could say the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas appeared because we needed a bigger place.
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All of you, please think it over. Take me as an example: I
am a poor monk with no wealthy lay supporters or “dharma
protectors,” yet I could go as far as to establish the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas. In this Age of Dharma’s Ending, there could
be such a large Bodhimandala welling forth from underneath the
earth. We could say that it is predestined to be this way on the
earth by the will of Heaven, which provided for us a ready-made
Bodhimandala. If it were not for the help of all Buddhas in the
ten directions throughout the three periods of time, how could we

have such an accomplishment?

Extra Story 1:
Fredrick Klarer’s Recollection of Venerable Master Hua’s Gift-
giving

Following the summer session of 1970, there were perhaps as many
as 15 men living and practicing at the Buddhist Lecture Hall on
Waverly Place in San Francisco’s Chinatown. A similar number of
women lived in a private house not too far away, but spent their
days at the Buddhist Lecture Hall cultivating together. At any
given moment there could be 20 or more people crowded into that
one room. To escape the crowding, several of the men had moved
up onto the roof, where they built sleeping boxes out of wooden
packing crates and slept sitting up. This was the beginning period
of cultivation for all of us.

At first tensions ordinarily ran high, as we each struggled with
our private demons and projected them out on each other then. As
the cold of winter closed in, the tension became unbearable. We each
began to fantasize of a wonderful, quiet, spacious forest monastery,
where we could do nothing but cultivate day and night and
would be free of the
supposed obstacles of
the Buddhist Lecture
Hall. That

quickly  blossomed

fantasy

into an obsession for
some of us.

Then, one eve-
ning, after the formal
sutra lecture, the Ab-
bot announced that he
had a special present
for us. He laughed in
his inimitable way,
twinkled,
and we all slavered in

his  eyes

anticipation. He told
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us that we would have to wait, that it would be a Christmas present,
but that it would be something beyond price—the best present that
we would ever receive.

During this period we had been looking at real estate all over
California, and beyond. Some of us clever ones quickly put the
disparate facts together and decided that the Abbot was going to
give us a wonderful mountain monastery for Christmas. Once we
had figured that out, anxious anticipation grew daily. We would
have the perfect circumstances to cultivate, and life would be
wonderful. All the obstacles facing us would disappear with a move
to a perfect environment and all would be well.

As Christmas approached, we all became happier and happier,
expecting our new toys for Christmas. At last the Abbot announced
that, on a certain day, he would give us our present. The night
of that lecture the Buddhist Lecture Hall was packed. Everyone
was there, each anticipating the inevitable announcement that we
were all moving to the country for the perfect contemplative life.
The Abbot delivered the evening lecture, as usual. The translators
finished translating. The Abbot lectured again and, once again, the
translators finished translating. Still no mention of our country
monastery. We were all beginning to worry a bit. The Venerable Shr
Fu put his hands together to recite the transference of merit—then
stopped. “Oh.” he said. He had forgotten. Today was the day he
would give us our present. We all sighed a great sigh of relief. The
end to our problems was at hand.

The Venerable Shr Fu then said, “Today I am giving each of
you two beautiful, handwritten scrolls. They are a precious gift that
you must never put down.” This wasn’t a monastery, but it was
a good start. At least it was something special and valuable. He
continued, “On the first scroll is written ‘Birth’. On the second
scroll is written ‘Death’. You are to hang those scrolls, over the tip
of your eyebrows, so that you see them at every moment. If you are
able to see those scrolls at every moment, you will certainly attain
enlightenment in this very life.”

We were all taken aback. That was all well and good, but was
this a joke? Surely there was more. Then Shr Fu laughed, and looked
out over the assembly, and then made as if to speak again. Clearly,
that was not the main event. The big present was yet to come. He
continued, “But if you are going to meditate night and day you
will need a place to do it. You will need a Chan Hall.” Ah, we
each thought, now comes the real present—what we have all been
waiting for all these months—the country awaits. “To meditate you
will need a Chan Hall, so I am giving you a Chan Hall,” At last, this
is it—we all thought.

He continued, “For the pillars of your Chan Hall, I give you

the four directions; for its roof, the sky. For your sitting mat, the
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broad earth.” He beamed at us, as if he had just opened a box of
the most luscious chocolates and offered each of us the best one in
the box. He then continued. “You have your topic, you have your
place. Now—WORK!!” He then laughed his inimitable laugh, put
his palms together, and began to recite the transference of merit.
We were all in a state of shock—stunned. Chan humor was one
thing—but this was serious.

The evening’s lecture ended and we were each left with our
private thoughts. Some thought the whole event a big Chan
joke—designed to shake us out of attachments. Others were simply
disappointed. Each one of us dealt with our disappointment, our
shock, in a different way, and the event passed into the past. A few
months later we purchased the property at 1731 15th Street and
began to build a new place for cultivation in earnest. Thus, Gold
Mountain Monastery came into being.

I have thought over that story many, many times, and slowly
understood the precious gift that Shr Fu offered each of us that
day. It has taken me more than 20 years to begin to make use of
that gift, but it still is as fresh as one of those imagined chocolates
when the box was first opened. Every moment, every place, every
event, is nothing but opportunity to cultivate, if we have the heart
and resolve to experience life that way. Entrance into the Dharma
Realm is available at every moment; we need simply to recognize
our constant opportunities.

I have related this story because a gift takes on real meaning
only after it is passed on to another. For those who were absent that
day, I pass on Shr Fu’s gift, and hope that you will make better use
of it than I do.

Extra Story 2:

Related by Bhikshu Heng Lai on December 14, 2008

In 1974, Shr Fu had us contact different realtors looking into
possible Way-place properties. One day a realtor called me with
information about a large complex of buildings for sale near what
was the former Mendocino State Mental Hospital. I told the
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Master of this property and told him it was very large with more
than 60 buildings in it. Shr Fu was very interested in looking into
it. As we were at that time preparing for a trip to Seattle to meet
with the “three-steps-one-bow” monks Heng Ju and Heng Yo and
participate in the World Peace Gathering, I arranged to see this
new property on the way back.

So after the Seattle World Peace Gathering, Bob Olson (Kuo
Fa), Chris Clowery (Guo Zhen, now Dharma Master Heng Sure),
and myself (a layman at that time), drove in Bob’s truck from
Seattle down Highway 101 to Ukiah to see this new complex. It
was very large with well kept grounds maintained by a staff of ten
groundskeepers. We took pictures as we were shown the many
buildings.

Later Shr Fu came up to Ukiah and also looked that this large
property. DRBA at that time did not have the kind of funds to
purchase such a big place, but Shr Fu was not deterred. We began
negotiating with the owner, Beckstoffer of Vinifera Vineyards to
maybe buy one or two buildings, but later Shr Fu skillfully managed
to make an acceptable offer on the entire property. Many disciples
were nervous about buying such a large place, but the Master was

not moved and we bought the new CTTB in 1975.

THREE PRECIOUS ITEMS IN CTTB: SUNLIGHT, AIR,
AND WATER

Here, the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas where we stay, is a sacred
place created by the will of Heaven on such a special site on the
earth. It only came into being over a few billion years. Now it
appears on the soil of Western Hemispere — the new continent of
the Americas. Please don't treat my words like a fairy tale. I am
telling you truthfully and earnestly. Should you not be able to
recognize the truth, then so be it. On my part, I cannot keep myself
from telling you.

Some people said that air in CTTB is first-rate. There is some
meaning to this. Within CTTB, there is a boundary line created
through boundary-tying. Although some very deviant energy, or
demons, broke through and came in, they were very insignificant.
Once they are in CTTB, they will gradually diminish in their
power and influence. In other words, the air in CTTB is much less
toxic than outside — it is very cool and fresh. Since it is so very fresh
and cool, we can say it is first-rate air.

So, you shouldnt consider living here to be no different from
living outside. It differs — in the air. Air here is totally different from
that outside. However, you all just don’t have the special sensitivity,
nor do you know to investigate the quality of air, thus you don't
know the flavors of air. In brief, our CTTB has very fresh and cool
air, first-rate air. This place has lots of pine, cedar and other trees,
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flowers, and grasses; and you can breathe in this kind of fresh air.
You thus will live longer and have better health — attaining long life
and not aging. So, even if residents in CTTB don't cultivate, they
will still attain very great benefit.

We All Bathe in the Light of the Buddhas

There were already over 400 Buddhas in CTTB, and there are still
about 9,600 some Buddhas to come! With just 400 some Buddhas
present, there is already a great radiance.

In the early morning, a green light shines; in the afternoon
there is a red light; in the evening a yellow glow often appears; also,
CTTB has a canopy of purple light over it. It has always been this
way. The Buddhas aid, protect, and bless every one of you in the
City, but you just don’t know it. Buddhas have been aiding us at all
time and have been very compassionate to us all the time, but we
don’t realize it. Why we don’t know about it? It is because we bath
in the Buddha light’s without being aware of it.

As it’s said, “We cannot see the true face of Mount Lu, because
we are already inside the mountain.” Why can't you see the true
face of Mount Lu? It is because you are already inside of Mount
Lu. Why cant many of us see the light of the Buddha? It is because
we are inside the light of the Buddha. We are inside the light every
day, so we have forgotten about the light of the Buddha. Let me
tell you a little bit now: anyone who is interested in Buddhism can
come to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas and unite with the
light of the Buddha.

The other 9,600 Buddhas will be coming soon. When they are
all present, CT'TB will have great light shining all over — illumining
heaven, earth, humans, and all other beings, enabling them to
transcend suffering and attaining bliss. Therefore, in the invocation
for requesting the Dharma, there are the words, “May all living
beings transcend suffering and attain bliss!” When all 10,000
Buddhas come, all of you will be able to transcend suffering and
attain bliss.

The Story of CTTB’s Water
The main reason for the California government to put the State
hospital on sale was the water problem. To solve the water shortage
problem, Venerable Master Hua used his wisdom-eye to determine
the location of the water source after he took over the site and
transformed it into the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. Then he
hired the workers to dig a well, and consequently the ground water
kept issuing forth unceasingly! Everybody considered it a miracle
and took delight in talking about it till today. Another inconceivable
story goes as follows:

Mr. Lee Eagleson (former Guo Li, or Heng Liu) said that year’s
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summer when Venerable Master Hua purchased CTTB was very
hot. He was waiting near Girl’s High School for Venerable Master
Hua’s instruction on where to drill the wells; the well drilling
company’s workers were also waiting. He noticed there was a vast
cloud floating towards Venerable Master Hua’s residence (now the
No-Words Hall), and stopped above while Venerable Master Hua
was stepping out. The cloud was like a huge umbrella following
Venerable Master Hua to what is now the Girls’ High School.

Venerable Master Hua arrived at the soccer field next to the
Girls’ High School; the large cloud was floating above him as well.
Although it was a really hot day, the cloud provided cooling shade
for everyone. Venerable Master Hua knocked on the ground with
his staff and instructed the workers to drill at that spot, “No!”
said the well company workers; they explained that they had been
digging and measuring all around in this area, there was absolutely
no water under the ground. Venerable Master Hua encouraged
them, “It doesn’t matter! Just try again! Keep going.” As a result,
when they drilled more than 100 feet underneath, the water poured
out from the ground — this source had abundant water!

Venerable Master Hua once mentioned that the water in CTTB
is no ordinary water; it came from an underground river with its
source at Clear Lake. [Note: Clear Lake is the largest fresh-water
lake in California and has g
been a sacred space of Native
American tribes dating back
to 6000 B.C. More recently
the area is home to the
Pomo.] A tributary of the lake
flows underground, forming

an underground river which
extends to the spot of
drilling. Therefore, the water gushed forth as soon as the drilling
hit the water line — what a rich source. Ordinarily, underground
water in wells just take the shape of a funnel; if you keep pumping,
the water level will lower into a funnel shape. You have to wait
till the underground water keeps seeping in to form a water body
large enough to be re-pumped. In contrast, CT'TB’s well water has
always been full because its source is from the underground river
— usually unaffected by the changing demands. Water pumped out
runs through the big pipeline into two large water tanks, each can
hold up to two million gallons of water, a total of four million for
two. They provide for all of CTTB’s needs — no problem!

$>To be continued
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