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Greatest
Problem

TN EABRRLKKRTREBERE - TEhH2E)
Excerpt from Venerable Master Hua’s Commentary

* on “The Ten Transferences” Chapter of the Flower Adornment Sutra

b £ % i 3%3% Translated into English by Bhikshu Jin Yan

‘X Jhat most people are afraid of is the depletion of energy
r

esources. They take this problem, as well as the problem
of food and water shortage, very seriously. However, the shortage
of food and drink is no big problem. We can go without drinking
by waiting till new water is available to us; likewise the food can
also easily be falling short and people can go starving. Even so, the
food shortage is not a major problem. I am afraid that in the future
people will have a clothing shortage.

Someone said, “Technology has improved so much now, and
there are so many inventions.” Even though this is true that these
inventions are quite numerous, sometimes these products can be
burned by fire, or washed away by flood. Yet, these problems can be
easily fixed. Now the greatest problem every one of us faces is the
problem of life — our life is at stake.

We all know that nowadays cancer is a terrible disease that kills
numerous people. Guo Gui here vowed that his father would be
able to get rid of cancer, and it turns out that his wish was fulfilled
— his father did recover from this cancer.

Here, everyone’s life is in danger, because nations incessantly
compete with each other in the arms race. These weapons of mass
destruction get deadlier and deadlier each day, and the danger looms
greater and greater, to the point that it may even destroy the whole
planet and take the whole of humanity along with it. You say this is
not a problem? This problem dwarfs the problem of the depletion
of energy resources, and one must go home and investigate this
matter. Is it an important problem? Every minute, every second
our lives are filled with peril. The very planet we live on could be
destroyed at any given moment. All of you should think it over.
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If everyone understands Buddhadharma, there wouldn’t be such
danger.

The depletion of energy resources, the shortage of food, clothing,
and shelter are not considered serious problems. The most serious
problem is that our life is about to end. Also, the whole planet is
imperiled by the nations’ incessant arms race, which could destroy
it at any time. Because of this, people are resentful and the heavens
are enraged and have caused droughts and other natural disasters to
befall the earth one after another.

Disciple: Master, at that time, someone saw many large dragons
in the sky. He said everyone was sitting and reciting a ‘praying-
for-rain mantra.” He saw quite a few golden dragons — some in the
trees, some in the sky — and a very large one would just float by, and
others were doing the same.

Master: Was it still raining?

Disciple: Yes, it was still raining.

We who practice the Bodhisattva Path are willing to take a
bit of suffering for the benefit of living beings, and so today and
yesterday, many of you did not eat any food. In reality, when, on
Wednesday and Thursday evening, I said that if it did not rain then
we wouldn't eat, I was only encouraging everyone to show their
sincerity. It doesn’t just mean that if it doesn’t rain, then we shouldn’t
eat. If we are truly sincere, then it will rain regardless of whether we
eat or not. This act of not eating is just a show of our perseverance
to want it to rain. It is a request to the heavenly dragons and the
eightfold division, to all Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, to fulfill our
wish. We use the spirit of being unafraid to starve to death to ask
for rain. If we really don't eat and starve ourselves until we cannot
move, then how can we ask for rain? Yesterday, some people did
not eat; they got ‘tricked” by me. The food that you did not eat was
left for me to eat. Why did I eat it for you? I think that I am just
like you; your not eating and leaving it for me is just like me eating
for you. Our act of not eating is like the “equal transference by
dwelling in practice and vows of limitless Bodhisattvas throughout
the Dharma Realm.”

Let me tell you about the problems of the world right now.
This world is made up of many countries; a country is made up of
many families; a family is made up of many people, so each person
and the whole world are interconnected. If people are good, the
world will be good; if people are bad, the world will also be bad.
“Good” or “bad” are made up from our mind. Now the world is so
dangerous that “when we rise in the morning, we do not know if
we will still be alive at night.” Why? It is because the earth can be
easily destroyed. Once it is destroyed, humans will all die like ants
drowning in a flood. Once the world is destroyed, there will be no
more people or any form of life on earth.

People are still in the dark about the danger of the annihilation
of the human race. They only worry about the short-term problems
such as overpopulation, saying that overpopulation causes people
to not to have enough clothes to wear, enough houses to live in,
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enough energy to use — taking this as the serious problem. But this
is not the worst case. People could live in this minute and perish
the next minute, and this problem goes unnoticed by all of them.
Regarding this problem, people are still ignorant as if in a dream.
Suppose they know and realize this problem; how should they cope
with it? They should forsake evil and tend towards good — rectifying
their minds towards wholesomeness. People are controlled by
their minds and directed by their minds into each of these Ten
Dharma Realms. One wholesome thought can lead one to be born
into the heavens, and likewise one evil thought can lead one into
the hells. With one thought of enlightenment, you are a Buddha;
and with one confused thought, you are a living being. With one
thought of cultivating the Way and benefiting living beings, you
are a Bodhisattva. With one thought of returning the light and
shining within to examine your own thoughts, cultivate yourself,
and end your own birth and death, you are a Sound-hearer or a
Pratyekabuddha. So whether the world is good or not all depends
on our minds.

Just now I said that every family is made up of many people,
and every person is made up of many false thoughts. If you can
change all those bad thoughts into good ones — by being diligent in
your cultivation of precepts, concentration, and wisdom in order
to extinguish the greed, hatred, and delusion within you, then this
world would become good. I told you a few days ago about the
method or the way to make this world better. What is the method?
It is that all of you come over to the Gold Mountain Monastery
— if you learn the Buddhadharma here, and rectify evil and change
towards the good by repenting to renew yourself, then this world
will be good. Although it is impossible for everyone to know about
this, if there are some people who know about this and can cultivate
according to the Buddhadharma, then all the evil or bad people in
this world will bathe in the light of these good people. By virtue
of this, the world will be safe from destruction. This is the critical
principle of utmost importance. To change or reform the world, to
cause the world to have peace and people to have true happiness,
every one of us should start from working on our minds.

The leader in every person is the mind; leaders of families are
heads of the households; leaders of nations are those representatives
elected by people. Once our minds become evil, the body will have
all kinds of ailments and diseases, and all kinds of calamities will
happen to us. If heads of households are not good at governing
families, then families will not be well. If nations are not well,
it means that our leaders do not know how to bring peace and
happiness to our people. This is a fixed and established principle!
Wherever there is a natural disaster, it always has something to
do with the government officials. Because of this, every one of us
should reflect on ourselves and recognize our faults. Do not keep
on walking on the wrong road while still daydreaming. Repentance
is the most important -- whoever has faults should repent; if you
can repent, then the mistakes and faults will be gone.

$>To be continued



