z e

RZBHhERBLEE

THE FLOWER ADORNMENT SUTRA WITH COMMENTARY

THEFIFELEETT - HEFREARRLAER
T HEBEEBITHA KT E > Atk <%
I > REBIASETER > 2 5 A ERH L
U REE > AHUIRF SCEEEE KSR © A RKE Mg bk
T R A B B BRI A — Il 55 T2 - K[
TERGMERENZ » PIFEEH BT M - 55
VTt > Mk EIZEE o SR AE o £E5E 1 5 H
o WA NEITEAM > M H O TR 23
HPARA - —PAPA T4 AETTEC TR
B2 - NS EGESELIE - FHERH A ZIIE
ASENAE LR AT - A fsE T R > Ak
AT EENREERHMER T - M E
B o

iE ERREEEE - A — (A B AZLEIIGEE - [
Rigald+25% > a1 igfanhi > H
R W IREE R - THE
BN > ANEALERL E e B > A
HIRR PRI - EAREENE 2 A —A8 T ik | Pl
SACE R AR A E TR > PR 2 R A 2K
JERERS - ) FTDMItB IR — [ Z 5tk T - 4
—{E T Y FLEE > RRENE ERAIR 72 Al -
i — RAME SRR E S - A fl ey - 22
THES  BPFS  BERFISR EE AR
AR - KKEEER T » (HEmERER
ANGERIAL > BT RIACAERAIAC - RACHIR A T

[ &R a#EE o ]

CHAPTER FOUR : THE COMING INTO BEING OF WORLDS

& ft £ A# Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
MR3E 48 2 1% 30 4% £93E Translated by the International Translation Institute
15 27 8% Revised Version

When Wang Zhe returned home to his wife and son, he found
that domestic squalor wasn't at all conducive to cultivation of the
Way. So what do you think he did? He feigned insanity. Whenever
he saw people he would try to hit or bite them, or he would laugh
and cry hysterically. He was only pretending, though, and wasnt
really insane. When his wife saw what a state he was in, she had
him locked up in a little room. No one dared come near him for
fear of some crazy outburst from him. In seclusion like this, he
was finally able to concentrate on his meditation. For 12 years he
diligently worked at it, until he finally attained a certain degree of
enlightenment. In his contemplation, he knew that he had disciples
in Shandong province. So using his spiritual penetrations, he left
his little room in Shanxi and went to Tenghai county in Shandong
province. He went to the home of the richest man in the district,
Ma Yu. Ma Yu and his wife, Sun Yuanzhen were over 40 years of
age but had no children. Wang Zhe contemplated their causes and
conditions and saw that these two people should be the first to be
taught. He thought for a while about how to do and finally decided
that since his two teachers had manifested as beggars to teach him,
he would also pose as a beggar to teach Ma Yu and his wife.

Disguised as a beggar in tattered clothes, he appeared at their
doorstep to beg. He went there once a day every day for six months,
but neither Ma Yu nor his wife even said a single word to him. His
disciples didn't recognize their teacher. Since they paid no attention
to him, he had no way to teach them. Although this teacher was
compassionate, he was also embarrassed. He probably still had an
ego left, so although he had spiritual powers, he was attached to
the thought, “I have spiritual powers.”
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One day Ma Yu returned home dispirited and depressed. His
wife said to him, “What is the matter with you today? What are
you troubled about?” He replied, “We are both over 40 years old
and have no children to carry on after we die. Who will take over
all of my wealth?”

His wife said to him, “There is something we should do. Even
if we had sons and daughters we would still have to undergo much
suffering. We should cultivate the Way to put an end to it. We
are so wealthy, surely we can find a virtuous and wise teacher to
teach us how to cultivate and realize our work in the Way, to put
an end to birth and death.”

Ma Yu stared speechlessly at his wife for a moment and then
said, “You must be dreaming! Cultivating the Way is a very difficult
undertaking, easy to talk about but hard to do. Who has really
realized the Way? How many really become immortals? This is
really some fantasy you're having!

His wife said, “No, I mean it. We can find a wise teacher to
help us.”

Ma Yu retorted, “A wise teacher? Do you see any around
here? Where could we possibly find a truly wise teacher to study
with?”

“You know, that beggar who comes every day...He’s quite
unusual. He has the look of virtue about him. I think he can help
us. It’s certainly worth a try.”

Ma Yu liked his wife’s proposal and said, “Alright, I'll speak
to him about it the next time he comes.” When Wang Zhe (who
later changed his name to Wang Chongyang) came by Ma Yu’s
house, Ma Yu called out rather disrespectfully, “Hey old man, dont
go begging anymore. Come and stay with us. You don't have to
live so miserably. We'll give you plenty of food and a nice place
for you to stay.”

“Keep your nice house and nice food for yourself,” retorted
the beggar. “I dont want them. I prefer my alms, and T’ll live
where I please.”

Ma Yu had not expected the old beggar to reject his offer.
He went back and said to his wife, “You say that old man’s a
virtuous teacher? Well, he just turned down my offer to stay in
our home.”

His wife said, “You must have put it wrongly, otherwise how
could he refuse?”

“Why don’t you try talking to him?” said Ma Yu.

The wife went to the old man and said, “Sir, we know that you
are a cultivator of true virtue. We would like to invite you to live
in our home and teach us to cultivate. Please be compassionate
and accept our offer.”

“Why do you want to study with me?” asked the old man.
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“You have the appearance of someone who is truly free and at
ease,” replied the wife. “We think very highly of you.”

“If you know that I am free and at ease,” said the old man,
“why don’t you be free and at ease yourself?”

“I yearn for purity but have not been able to attain it,” said the
wife. “I wish to be free, but freedom is beyond my reach because
I don’t know how to cultivate. That’s why we wish to invite the
Master to come live with us and teach us. Then our home itself
will be a Way-place.”

Wang Chongyang listened to her request and agreed to move
into their house. After he had lived there for some time, Ma Yu
still had not brought forth the resolve of a Bodhisattva but was
concerned only about his own cultivation and that of his wife.
One day Wang Chongyang called Ma Yu to him and said, “Do
you know why I came to Tenghai county in Shandong province?”
Ma Yu didn’t know. “I came because of you,” Wang Chongyang
told him.

“What do you mean?” asked Ma Yu.

“I came for your wealth,” said Wang.

When Ma Yu heard that, he thought, “What is a cultivator
doing being greedy for money? He must be a fraud.” He went
to his wife and said, “Your virtuous teacher is no cultivator. He’s
actually a swindler who’s come for our money.”

His wife said, “No, I think youre mistaken. He must have
spoken like that for a reason. Go and ask him what he wants your
wealth for.”

When Ma Yu asked him, Wang replied, “You have so much
money. It would be good to offer it to cultivators from the ten
directions. You ought to provide cultivators with a place to stay
and food to eat so that they can devote themselves to cultivation
without having to worry about their livelihood. Wouldn't that be
a good way to use your wealth?”

Ma Yu was in total agreement when he realized that his teacher
wanted him to establish a place of practice. Accordingly he made
a public announcement that any cultivator who came would be
provided with room and board and all their daily needs. When the
word spread, people came from far and wide, some to cultivate,
and some merely to take advantage of the free food and lodging.
Some were destitute families with no means of support; others
were bandits hiding from the authorities. There were also elderly
folks who had no children to support them. In all, three or four
thousand people assembled together to cultivate. Wang Chongyang
lectured the texts and explained the teachings to them, teaching
them the methods of cultivation. Everyone was captivated and not
a single person left. Why didn’t anyone leave? For one, they had
good food, good clothing, and a good place to live. They wouldn’t
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find such conditions anywhere else.

To cultivate the Way, one must have the requisites of good
teaching, wealth, companions, and a place. The good teachings
guide one in the methods of cultivation. Wealth is needed to
provide the practitioner with the necessities of life. One person
alone might be able to make it living in a hut and eating wild
plants and roots, but when there are a lot of people, there has to
be a reliable food supply that provides sufficient nutrition. For
example, some people like to have milk, cheese, or other dairy
products in their diet.

Ten years later, Wang Chongyang suddenly contracted a
horrible illness. His body broke out in hideous sores that oozed
blood and pus and stank horribly. Probably the free food and
clothing no longer seemed so attractive to the three or four
thousand disciples. Since their teacher was ill, they became quite
scattered and lax. Most of them thought, “Our teacher gave us
all those lectures on how to cultivate and end birth and death.
Look at him now! He’s like a clay Bodhisattva trying to make
it across the river; he can’t even save himself. How could a real
cultivator get so sick? Let’s go elsewhere and look for a teacher
with real skill.” Thereupon, most of the three to four thousand
disciples packed their bags and left. Only seven disciples stayed
behind. They were: Qiu Changchun, Liu Changsheng, Tan
Changzhen, Ma Danyang (Ma Yu), Hao Taigu, Wang Yuyang,
and Sun Yuanzhen (Sun Bu'er). These seven people took care of
their teacher despite the horrible stench of his body. In a short
while, the sores healed and his body no longer stank. Then
Wang Chongyang said to his disciples, “We are going to make
a trip to the south.”

As they traveled south from Shandong province, the seven
disciples took turns going out to seek alms. Wang Chongyang
would partake of the almsfood collected by every disciple except
Qiu Changchun. One time Qiu Changchun went for alms and
obtained a lot of mantous (steamed buns), and he came back
eager to offer them to his teacher, whom he knew liked mantous.
But when he offered a plate of mantous to his teacher, his teacher
angrily threw the plate to the ground. This did not upset Qiu,
who slowly picked up the mantous and ate them himself.

s> To be continued



