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Bamboo and Plum Blossoms

ZF it E A% COMMENTARY BY VENERABLE MASTER HUA
WEgke CEREY tEE =tz
EXCERPT FROM THE COMMENTARY ON THE FLOWER ADORMENT SUTRA
TEN GROUNDS CHAPTER, SECTION SIX
JA % 4= 337% TRANSLATED INTO ENGLISH BY WINNIE TIU
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Layperson: Mrs. Lau said that when she arrived in the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas, she had a dream: She saw Shifu [the Master] lead
an attendant and walk towards the side of the kitchen to a lawn that
had a peach tree. Then she saw Shifu take a hoe and start planting
bamboo. Shifu said: “I want to plant 100 bamboo trees here!” At that
time she was thinking: “Strange! Shifu wants to plant bamboo in this
area?” Later on a person wanted to make an offering of 500 plum trees
in another location. Mrs. Lau said every time she had a dream, it turned
out to be very efficacious. Her dream was like a kind of premonition.
Therefore, she thinks that the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, under
Shifu’s leadership, will have great accomplishment in producing many
talented people in the future.

Venerable Master: Dreams are sometimes true, sometimes false,
sometimes distant, sometimes near. When is a dream true? If you are not
having any random thoughts and suddenly you have this dream where
everything seems very clear and lucid, it could be true. Sometimes it is
the Buddha manifesting in a dream to make you understand something;
sometimes it is a Bodhisattva manifesting to cause you to have an
awakening in your dream; sometimes it is a Sound Hearer who comes
to tell you future situations; sometimes it is the Dharma-protecting
wholesome spirit who gives you this dream to tell you what’s going to
happen in the future. All these are true.

What kind of dream is false? It’s the kind of dream based on whatever
false thought you strike up during the day. If you saw your boyfriend in
the daytime, he might show up at night; if you saw your girlfriend in
the daytime, you may dream of her at night. These are all due to your
heart’s sincerity. If you think about something at all times and never let
go for even a second, it could become a dream. This dream is to tell you
that life is like a dream. No matter how fine your boyfriend or girlfriend
is, you are still just dreaming!

Sometimes in a dream, you may see things that will occur several
decades later. For example, I am now lecturing the sutra and speaking
the Dharma to all of you, but when I was a child, I already dreamed
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this would happen. I dreamed that I was lecturing the sutra and speaking
Dharma to an uncountable number of people. Now I can see that the
dream has come true. As a matter of fact, there were white people, black
people, men, women, elders, and youth—all gathered in the same place.
When I was very young, I already had this dream. Moreover, I dreamed
that I was walking on a path gutted with holes, with countless people
following behind me. We all walked on the same path. Those were
my dreams when I was still young. At that time I dreamed of what is
happening today. There are also more recent or near-term dreams; if today
you have a dream, then perhaps tomorrow it will manifest. Therefore,
there are various kinds of dreams, and they are also myriad changes and
transformations.

Based on the dream you mentioned today, you said I was planting
bamboo. Planting bamboo takes a lot of hard labor. One has to use great
effort to plough open the ground and bury the bamboo before it can start
growing. This is saying that it is not easy at the beginning. Why plant one
hundred? This one hundred does not refer only to one hundred virtuous
and eminent Sanghans. If the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas only has one
hundred virtuous and eminent Sanghans, then it should not be called the
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. It should be called the City of a Hundred
Buddhas. In fact, one hundred is the start of ten thousand. Then why
didn’t we say one only? From one to ten, from ten to a hundred, from
hundred to thousand, from thousand to ten thousand? If we say one, you
will think that there is only one person. Hence, we begin by a hundred.
From hundred to a thousand, from thousand to ten thousand, this is
limitless and boundless.

These 500 plum blossoms have no fear of chilly weather. They
symbolize the Dharma protectors of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas.
The plum blossom denotes the Dharma protector. It doesn’t refer to only
500 in number. Five hundred is just the number we start with. That is to
say, 500 people are required before the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
can be established. Hence all of you have to find 500 people to come to
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. It won't work if there is one less!
Whoever had this dream will be responsible for seeing this happen. You
cant run away. Who told you to have this dream? Having nothing to
do, you find something to do; now you have to do it. The meaning of
these 500 plum blossoms is: first, we find 500 people to be Dharma
protectors, and then five thousand, fifty thousand, and finally an infinite
number. Here in the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, we need to realize
ten thousand Buddhas. You have all come as Dharma protectors of ten
thousand Buddhas. How honorable! In this world, there is nothing more
honorable than this!
this dream. Don't regret it; dont
be afraid! You don’t want to say:

You have

“T had such a dream; what am I to
do?” Since you have this dream,
of course the state will manifest.
I am telling you in advance now.
You need not be afraid. Don't

worry. When the time comes, it’s
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like the saying: “When a car reaches a mountain, it will find a road.”

Now I tell all of you, the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas is the field
of merit and virtue for all humankind. Whoever wants to establish merit
and virtue should come to do it in the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas.
The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas is a fertile farmland for every one of
us. Whoever wants to come and plough the fields can come. The City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas is a treasure trove for all humankind. Whoever
wants to discover your treasure in here can discover it. Therefore, the
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas is established for all people in the world.
Whoever wants to plant wholesome roots, come to the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas! Whoever wants to realize your hope, come to the
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas! The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
is a treasure trove with myriad treasures and everything. However, only
those with blessings are able to come to this place to establish merit and
virtues.

All of you should know, the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas is the
birthplace for ten thousand Buddhas. Countless Bodhisattvas have come
to protect the Dharma here. At present in the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas, speaking in mundane terms: the wind will come quickly; the
rain will come quickly; the water will come quickly. The geomancy in
this place is complete. However, the geomancy is very special, so special
that some geomancers can't see it, while others who can’t divine the
geomancy can nevertheless see it. That's how strange it is. Therefore,
next year if you come to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, it will
be different from this year. The following year if you come to look at
it, it will be different from the previous year. There is evolution every
year; there is development every year. Hence, it will definitely be as one
desires. Whoever comes to this place will achieve his heart’s desire. Isnt
that great?
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The Transmission of the Lay Bodhisattva Precepts at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas

Date B # : 6/28/09 (Sun)---7/3/09 (Fri) Training period for preceptees
7/3/09 (Fri) Transmission of the Lay Bodhisattva Precepts
A EER=—FERESA=+AED (ZHB) 2LA=0 (EHE) -
EREREEAA=TEREFLAZE (2HE) -

Application Deadline 4§ % B #5 :
April 8, 2009 is the deadline for the applications. Apply early because space is limited.
If space is full, no more applicants will be accepted.

BPHREMA=TEAFOANAL - ZBAAR  FRTIHRE - ARFBLE BREZ -

TS EmAEREE XRIR L APDF#54 1t  http://drbachinese.org/branch/CTTB/menu4_1.htm
3¢ Download Application Forms: http://www.cttbusa.org/laybodhisattvaprecepts/bodhisattvaprecepts.asp
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