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Bodhi Field

My name is Zhou Yin. I am from Changsha, China. There are 
several reasons that I am in CTTB. First is this March before 

I came to the U.S., my aunt from Chengdu who is a lay Buddhist 
gave me a handbook for reciting the Shurangama Mantra written 
by Venerable Master Hua. My aunt said this book will bring me 
blessings wherever I go and she also told me if there is a chance, 
I must go to CTTB to take a look. So this is the fi rst reason I am 
here today for the session.

The second reason is that this May, my mother had two life-
threatening experiences during the great Sichuan earthquake. The 
fi rst danger was when the earthquake just started, she was hit by 
a boulder from the mountain; luckily, with the help of the others 
she was able to move the big boulder aside and stand up. In order 
to escape from the tumbling boulders during the earthquake, my 
mom remained in one place for 40 hours with no food or drink, 
then walked from back of the mountain to the beginning of the 
mountain. I calculated the length of her walk to be about nine 
miles. It is not easy for people in their 60s and 70s to be in this 
situation. That was her fi rst experience. The second danger was that 
during her walk, she fell into the fl ood of rushing water. She tried 
her very best to swim to the shore, and someone saved her. This 
is another miracle that happened to my mom. I think the reason 
she survived was maybe because she regularly makes offerings to 
the Greatly Compassionate Guan Shi Yin Bodhisavatta. So the 
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas helped to bring her back from death 
during this horrible disaster. I had made a vow in one of the 
temples in China on Chinese New Year’s day that my family will 
be safe and at peace, so now I needed to go to a temple to thank all 
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas for everything they have done. That is 
the second reason I am here today.
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And now talking about myself, as a great fan of Buddhism for 
more than ten years, I have been looking for a path of spiritual 
liberation among the sutras and biographies of eminent Buddhist 
monks. From the bottom of my heart, with deep gratitude for my 
parents’ kindness in raising me, I vow to seek enlightenment so 
that I will be able to free my parents and relatives from suffering 
in the future. However, I have a great deal of bad karma from 
the past, so it is very hard to control my heart and there are also 
countless obstacles blocking my Bodhi path. The only way to solve 
my problem is to draw near to sages like Master Hua and all the 
Dharma Masters, to pray that they will bring me the power to be 
free from birth and death. 

CTTB is a very pure and wonderful place of spiritual practice; 
Master Hua founded this place of practice in order to actively 
propagate Buddhism in the world, purifying people’s minds and 
transforming this world into the Pure Land. His great compassionate 
heart has broken the boundaries between all races, skin colors and 
nations. All cultivators should take Master Hua as their role model, 
be diligent and vigorous and devote their lives to realizing great 
vows.

I wrote a poem today to share with you:

What a night tonight is! 
I’ve gained the great opportunity to practice 
the Earth Store dharma-door with all fellow cultivators.
What will tomorrow bring? 
I sincerely hope that all living beings in the Saha world 
will be reborn in the Western Pure Land.
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