
Focus on Education

DECEMBER  2008  VAJRA BODHI SEA        27

BY CHEN GUO LUN (HELEN LIU) IN JUNE 2006
ENGLISH TRANSLATION PROVIDED BY DEVELOPING VIRTUE SECONDARY SCHOOL   

The Best Choice

Years ago I already wished that my eldest daughter could go to school 
in the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB). She had a serious 

appearance and never liked to talk, traits that were made worse by the 
fact that she is a Chinese, a Buddhist and a vegetarian. The relationship 
between her and her classmates had been her biggest anxiety and it affected 
her, causing sleepless nights and depressing grades. I often reminded her 
to put a smile on her face, but she said: “What’s there to smile about?” 
She really wasn’t happy at all. Last year, when she attended the Guanyin 
Session and Amitabha Session in CTTB, she started to feel joy and peace 
during both sessions.

She and her younger sister attended the CTTB Youth Summer Camp 
last July. Before going, I asked her if she wanted to go to school there. 
After hearing it, she started to cry for fi ve minutes and then said, “I guess 
I should go.” She further added, “That’s strange. The craving for the 
Internet and all the other stuff were gone at the moment I decided to go.” 
Last fall, she entered ninth grade in Developing Virtue Secondary School. 
Though it took a while for her to adapt to the customs and life there, 
she became much happier than ever before. She is now having summer 
vacation at home. She frequently smiles before speaking, and her whole 
attitude and personality seems like that of a new person. We often invite 
many kids to our house on weekends, and she plays and laughs with 
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them like a little child. I’m very happy for her. During this summer, she 
does not sleep till noon like she did before; instead she gets up earlier to 
memorize mantras or help out with chores -- she’s responsible for mowing 
the lawn, washing the dishes, and cleaning the restrooms. She has defi nitely 
improved her long-time laziness and become healthy and active. She threw 
away her Manga (Japanese comics) book, and doesn’t beg to go on the 
Internet in the library (we don’t have Internet at home). As a person who 
used to be picky about quality and fashion, she now shops with us in stores 
that sell secondhand things.

In the next school year, she will be attending the Chinese Cultural 
Competition. In the midst of telling her about Chinese culture, history, 
and geography, not only is she learning things, I am as well. She said that 
if it were not for the competition, she probably wouldn’t have bothered 
learning all these things about China. This is such a good opportunity for 
her to extend her knowledge.

Today is her birthday. The birthday gift she gave herself is the fact 
that she fi nished memorizing the Shurangama Mantra. She believed that 
most of her suffering came from her ego and affl ictions, and so she needed 
the great stillness of this mantra to purify her mind and obtain peace and 
tranquility. I know that when she memorizes the Shurangama Mantra and 
recites it every day, she will set a fi rm foundation for her future.

That my youngest daughter could study in Instilling Goodness 
Elementary School (IGS) was really a bonus for us. Before last summer she 
had no intention to go to IGS, and we didn’t plan on it either. In 2004, 
our whole family went to attend the Guanyin Session in CTTB. She liked 
the beautiful environment and hardly missed a day during the session. In 
2005, she attended the Youth Summer Camp with her sister in CTTB. 
Since the activities were so lively and rich and she made many good friends, 
she requested to go to the school too. This was a pleasant surprise to us for 
sure. The Dharma Masters interviewed her and decided to let her try. She 
went to sixth grade last fall, and astonishingly she was quite independent 
and fi t in well in the school.

She is very happy in IGS and obtained good grades, plus making many 
close friends. She learned how to play the piano and er hu (a two-stringed 
bowed Chinese instrument), and the most pleasing thing for us was her 
amazing progress in Chinese. When she was six, our family moved to the 
Midwestern United States, and at that time she was not able to write or 
read Chinese. She then attended a weekend Chinese school for two-hour 
lessons. Learning Chinese had been hard for her and because of that, she 
often wept about it. After I asked her several times what was wrong, she 
fi nally answered that her teacher was very strict and that since most of her 
friends didn’t speak Chinese anyways, there was no point for her to learn 
Chinese after all. Thus, she had built a wall against learning Chinese. After 
she had studied for a few months in IGS, I found that her Chinese speaking 
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became pretty fl uent and she could write us cards in Chinese as well. 
Gradually she learned both Zhu Yin (Chinese phonetics) and Pin Yin 
(English alphabet pronunciation) and could read Chinese books which 
contained them. She said the teachers in IGS were very patient and 
compassionate and didn’t set a specifi c way for them to learn Chinese, 
and also gave them fun Chinese books to read. As a result, she lost the 
distance she had with Chinese and thought of it as a more amusing and 
interesting aspect of her life. Yesterday, she told me, “The graduates 
from our school are all bilingual and both their Chinese and English 
are superb!” Before, we were regretting that she might be a Chinese 
illiterate, but now we are amazed to see her achievements and know 
that she probably will be one of the “superb ones” too.

My American friends asked me why I wanted to send my daughters 
to a school so far away. I replied, “The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas 
has a pure and beautiful environment, and the school emphasizes 
developing virtue and instilling goodness. Plus, the students also study 
Buddhism, Chinese and Meditation there. This wonderful kind of 
education is not something you can fi nd anywhere else in America. For 
their sake, some things need to be sacrifi ced. An old Chinese saying 
goes: ‘“A banquet won’t last forever.” Although we are together with 
our children now, when they go to college don’t we have to part with 
them then? Our daughters just left us a few years earlier, that’s all.” 
Although they are not Buddhists, they too feel that this world has 
become so polluted and thus understand my decision. 

After the teachers and staff in CTTB took over the burden of 
teaching and taking care of our two daughters, I started to have time to 
read and study longer sutras like the Shurangama Sutra and the Flower 
Adornment Sutra. Often, I found myself absorbed in pure bliss from 
the Dharma. The teachers, staff, and volunteers have worked so hard 
to assist and teach the students and have also assisted me.

I remember last summer when I heard that they were accepted 
to the school, I was thrilled and overjoyed beyond words. The wish 
that I had many years ago fi nally came true. That night, my husband 
dreamed of the Venerable Master who said, “Your daughters being able 
to go to school in the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas is all because 
of the blessings and help from the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas.” But 
I knew that, not only did the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas help us, the 
Venerable Master did us a big favor, too, for I had been praying to the 
Venerable Master about this matter for the past few years. 

Our two girls have fi nished their fi rst year in the City and have 
improved in every way. They feel grateful to us for making the best 
choice for them, which could never have been realized without help 
from the Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, the Venerable Master, Dharma 
Masters, teachers, and volunteers. We are eternally grateful to every 
one of them.


