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While still within the consciousness that is subject to production and
destruction, he prematurely reckons that he abides in permanence. He
speculates that it is eternal and unchanging. Since he is deluded about
nonproduction, he is also confused about production and destruction.
Since he doesn’t understand the principle of nonproduction, he isn’t clear about
the principle of production and destruction, either. He is sunk in confusion.
He becomes attached to the state and refuses to let go of it. He works on his
cultivation right at that spot.

If he interprets this as a supreme state, he will fall into the error of
taking what is not permanent to be permanent. If he considers it supreme,
he is just adding attachments on top of attachments. He becomes attached to
that permanence, but it is not true permanence. He will speculate that the
Sovereign God (Ishvaradeva) is his companion. Confused about the nature
of Bodhi of the Buddhas, he will lose his knowledge and understanding

and no longer have true wisdom.

Sutra:

This is the third state, in which he makes a false speculation based on
the idea that there is a refuge. He strays far from perfect penetration and
turns his back on the City of Nirvana, thus sowing the seeds of a distorted
view of perfection.

Commentary:

This is the third state, in which he makes a false speculation based on the
idea that there is a refuge. He establishes the idea that there is a refuge, and
then makes false speculations about a false fruition. He strays far from perfect
penetration and turns his back on the City of Nirvana, thus sowing the
seeds of a distorted view of perfection. He turns away from the principle
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of perfect penetration and leaves it far behind, and he comes to hold a wrong
view of perfection.

Sutra:

Further, the good person has thoroughly seen the formations skandha
as empty. He has ended production and destruction, but he has not yet
perfected the subtle wonder of ultimate serenity.

Commentary:

Further, the good person has thoroughly investigated and seen the
formations skandha as empty. He has ended production and destruction.
He has destroyed the nature that is subject to production and destruction,
but he has not yet perfected the subtle wonder of the bliss of ultimate
serenity.

Sutra:

Based on his idea that there is universal awareness, he formulates a theory
that all the plants in the ten directions are sentient, not different from
human beings. He claims that plants can become people, and that when
people die they again become plants in the ten directions. If he considers
this idea of unrestricted, universal awareness to be supreme, he will fall into
the error of maintaining that what is not aware has awareness. Vasishtha
and Sainika, who maintained the idea of comprehensive awareness, will
become his companions. Confused about the Bodhi of the Buddhas, he
will lose his knowledge and understanding.

Commentary:

Based on his idea that there is universal awareness, he formulates a theory.
He deduces, from what he knows, that there is a universal awareness, and then
formulates a view about it. What is his view? Youd never guess, and neither
would I. He says that all the plants in the ten directions are sentient. In
China, there is a saying,

“People are not plants; who can be without emotion?”

That statement implies that plants are insentient. But here the cultivator
has decided that all plants are sentient, not different from human beings.
They are the same as people in that they also have life. He claims that plants
can become people, and that when people die they again become plants
in the ten directions. After death, humans turn back into plants.

If he considers this idea of unrestricted, universal awareness to be
supreme... He doesn't have the wisdom to selectively apply this theory of
universal awareness. He tries to be special and mistakenly thinks his idea is a
supreme one. He will fall into the error of maintaining that what is not
aware has awareness. He claims to understand this principle, but actually he
is ignorant. He does not understand but insists that he does.

s> To be continued



