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And so he says, “as well as the keenness or dullness of his faculties”—his
faith and other faculties: the five roots of faith, vigor, mindfulness,
samadhpi, and wisdom. “Keen” means sharp, astute. It refers to
intelligence. It refers to having the root of prajna. “Dull” means stupid;
it means not sharp. If a knife, when used to cut through something, is
sharp, then it’s said to be “keen.” But if you use the knife to try to cut
through something and you can, if it’s as if you were using a paper fan
to try to cut through wood, then the knife is “dull.” If you use a sharp
knife, and with one slice you can cut through it, that’s called “keen.”
This represents a person’s intelligence. If intelligent, then no matter
what kind of state you meet with, you will understand it. You will not
be turned by the state; you will be able to turn the state. Bad states will
turn into good states. Adverse states will turn into favorable ones. You
need to have unobstructed eloquence.

“Dull” means foolish. A foolish person can do things to turn a good
situation into a bad one; he can turn good matters into bad matters.
Why? Because he’s foolish. How does one become a fool? You should
know. Foolishness comes from not doing enough virtuous deeds. One
is lacking in ethical virtue. That’s why people are stupid. How can one
become intelligent? By having ethical virtue, one becomes intelligent.

I am now going to tell you something I told you before. But I know
you have all given it back to me already. That’s because you are not
greedy, and so you don't even want to retain the Buddhadharma. But
even though you don’t want to retain it, I can’t fail to give it. You can
be devoid of greed, but I can’t renounce my resolve to give. Every day
I am involved in giving. Every day I speak the Buddhadharma for you,
and so I am practicing the giving of Dharma.

Of all the kinds of giving,
The giving of Dharma is the greatest.
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I will explain slowly, and you can listen rapidly. Why do I say that?
If I lecture too rapidly, you won’t hear it clearly, and so I will explain
slowly. Why should you listen rapidly? Because once you remember this
word, if you don't quickly listen to the next word, you will forget the
previous word. And so you need to listen rapidly in order not to forget
the first word while trying to hear what follows. That's my advice to
you. As it is said:

Intelligence is aided by hidden virtue.

Hidden virtue leads one along the path of intelligence.
Failing to do good deeds in secret, thinking yourself smart,
You end up outsmarting yourself.

Why are you intelligent? Perhaps it’s because in your previous lives you
did good deeds. Printing Sutras is a hidden virtue; helping other people
is a hidden virtue; making contributions to your country and to society is
a hidden virtue; saving a person or rescuing an animal is a hidden virtue.
An animal is about to die, and you use some medicine to save his life.
A blind pigeon would have starved to death, but you felt sorry for it,
and so every day you gave it something to eat. After a while, it revived.
Now if you tried to send it away, it probably wouldn’t go. Why? There
are things here for it to eat. If you didn’t offer it food, then even if you
wanted to keep it here, it wouldn’t stay.

Those are examples of hidden virtue. “Intelligence is aided by hidden
virtue.” If you are intelligent, hidden virtue is aiding you. “Hidden virtue
leads one along the path of intelligence.” “Hidden virtue” is another name
for virtuous conduct. It’s described as “hidden” because you yourself know
what merit and virtue you have done, but other people don't know. No
one knows. Its said, “Doing good with the hope others will see it is not
true good.” When you do good, it’s not necessary for others to know. If
you want others to know, then that’s not good; that’s doing it in order
to become known—"bartering for a name and fishing for a reputation.”
“Hidden virtue leads one along the path of intelligence.” When one has
performed virtuous deeds in secret, one is propelled along the path that
leads to intelligence.

“Failing to do good deeds in secret, thinking yourself smart.” Now
you don't do virtuous deeds, you don’t do good deeds, you don’t do things
to help other people. Instead, you always want other people to help
you. You use your intelligence on other people, hoping thereby to gain
petty advantages. You always try to get a bargain and can't stand to take
a loss. That's what's meant by “one does not do deeds based in hidden
virtue, yet makes a display of intelligence.” You use your intelligence to
cheat others, even to the point that you cheat your own parents. You say,
“Give me a little money, and I'll go to school.” Your parents believe you
and give you a little money, thinking you’ll use it to go to school. They
never guessed you would use it to go gambling or maybe to buy drugs.
Or maybe you use the money to go dancing and do other improper
things. Those are examples of not doing deeds based in hidden virtue,

yet displaying one’s intelligence. $9To be continued



