
H. Victor Chiang M.D., Ph.D. went to rebirth on August 16, 
2008, at the age of 61. Over 400 people attended his memorial 

service. He was a renowned, compassionate, and distinguished 
gastroenterologist and internal medicine doctor serving the 
metropolitan Washington D.C. area for more than 20 years.   

Dr. Chiang always took the time to get to know his patients and 
loved learning about their lives beyond the medical context. He had 
a genuine compassion towards the people in his life. During his over 
20 years practice, on numerous occasions, Dr. Chiang was named by 
the Washingtonian Magazine and the Consumers Research Council of 
America as one of the Washington, D.C.’s top doctors. 

Dr. Chiang was an active member of the Chinese and Taiwanese 
community, providing several educational scholarships to the 
community’s youth each year. Despite his hectic and busy schedule, 
he would often take the time and participate in Pan-Asian volunteer 
health clinic, among other charity health events.   

At the end of February and the beginning of March, Dr. Chiang 
felt back pain. On March 20th, a CT Scan confi rmed that he had 
stage IV lung cancer that already spread to the spine. Mrs. Alice 
Chiang began to repent on Dr. Chiang’s behalf in front of the Buddha 
and recited the Great Compassion Mantra from morning to night 
asking for blessings from Buddhas, Boddhisattvas, and the Venerable 
Master.  In the afternoon of July 27th, Dr. Chiang agreed to take 
refuge with the Triple Jewel and received the fi ve precepts. Under 
the skillful and expedient teaching of Dharma Masters and family 
members, Dr. Chiang was able to totally let go of his worries and 
recite Buddha’s name vigorously at ease. Before the end of his life, Dr. 
Chiang saw that Amitabha had come to pick up him.

In all that he accomplished in his life, Dr. Chiang maintained 
a decidedly modest character. Of the many things Dr. Chiang will 
be remembered for, his sincere demeanor, zealous work ethic, warm 
smile, sense of humor, and unyielding dedication to family, friends, 
and patients, are particularly radiant. His life was a model of goodness 
and generosity, and he will be celebrated by all who knew him. Dr. 
Chiang is survived by his wife Alice and their son Andy, as well as his 
mother and six siblings.

REPORTED AND TRANSLATED BY AVATAMSAKA VIHARA

H. Victor Chiang M.D., Ph.D. Passes On:
If Our Hearts Are Sincere, the Buddha Will 
Receive Us.
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