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From left : Alice Chiang, Andy Chiang and Dr. Chiang
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ATALK BY ALICE CHIANG ON SEPTEMBER 14, 2008
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harma Master Yo asked me to

share with you what Dr. Chiang
and our family have gone through
these past five months.

Life is so very unpredictable! Just a
few months ago, Dr. Chiang was at the
peak of his medical practice. We were
in the process of moving into a brand
new house. It was his dream home. It’s
got everything he ever wanted built in
it. The new house was surrounded by
woods and lots of trees, which he loved.
He was very excited about it. At the
end of February and the beginning of
March, we began to pack our valuables
and important documents into boxes
and move from our old house to the
new one. His back then began to hurt.
We thought he probably just pulled

some muscles while
lifting boxes and did not
take too much notice of
it. Well, the back pain
got worse for the next
two weeks and began to
pinch the nerve, causing
numbness of the left
leg. He decided to get
an MRI of the spine to
make sure everything
was okay.

I will never forget
March 20th, Thursday,
at 3 p.m. [Our son]
Andy was still on his
spring break. We all
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accompanied Dr. Chiang to have the
MRI. As he came out of the test, he
was wearing a smile on his face. Andy
and I were relieved. But he then went
on and told us that the radiologist
had shown him the film, and he had
seen a large tumor inside one of the
vertebrae. Subsequently, a CT Scan
confirmed that Dr. Chiang had stage
IV lung cancer, which had already
spread to the spine. It was so shocking
and devastating for me! I didn’t know
what to do. The first thing that came to
my mind was: what’s going to happen
to all his patients? Who would be
willing to cover for Dr. Chiang? And
what’s going to happen to his medical
practice that he cares so very much
about? Coincidently, March 20th was
also the day that we had just signed the
contract to list our old house for sale.
Even though Dr. Chiangwasailing,
he went back to the office over the next
two days, performed 15 endoscopies
and colonoscopies, and saw 25
patients. He was still laughing and
joking with the patients as if nothing
had happened. But starting Sunday,
three days after he was diagnosed, his
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Over 400 people attended Dr. Chiang’s memorial service.

condition continued deteriorating. He

was in so much pain and couldn’t get
out of bed any more. After that, he was
never able to go back to his office ever
again.

Taking care of Dr. Chiang and
bringing him to various tests/scans and
treatment/therapy was already a full
time job for me. But being his medical
practice manager, I had to handle
the transition of the patient care as
well as the business and operation of
the office, including finding a good
physician to cover for Dr. Chiang as
well as coordinating with pharmacies
and other health care professionals. In
addition, I had to deal with selling the
old house and eventually moving. To
me, it was almost mission impossible!
It was a tremendous and overwhelming
burden for me.

Being a Buddhist, it is very clear
to me that this was karmic retribution
appearing right in front of us. We were
in this together. These karmicssituations
came chasing us like a huge hurricane
and totally caught us off guard! I know
this was the karma from Dr. Chiang’s
previous life, because in this life he
was such a good, kindhearted man
who had saved so many people’s lives.
So, I began to repent to the Buddha
on Dr. Chiang’s behalf and recite the

Great Compassion Mantra vigorously,
incorporating the recitation into my
daily activities all day long. I know
I was being blessed by Buddhas,
Bodhisattvas, and Venerable Master
in addition to the
Dharma Masters™ caring and support,

Hua because

all of a sudden I felt an enormous and
irresistible power and strength in me
at all times helping me overcome so
many karmic obstacles.

Recently, Dr. Chiang did
back surgery to remove the tumor
in the vertebrae, four sessions of
chemotherapy, and over 30 sessions
of radiation treatment, yet the cancer
cells continued to grow and to spread!
I made many attempts to share the
Buddhadharma with him using my
own experience as an example. I also
urged him to accept some alternative
medicine and food therapy for body
and mind healing, but I could never
totally convince him. Being not only
a physician but also biochemist and
immunologist himself, Dr. Chiang
was very skeptical of my advice.

In mid-July, Dr. Chiang was
admitted to the hospital due to
side effects from chemotherapy. He
couldn’t keep any food down and was
constantly throwing up. His condition

started gradually going downhill. A
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week later, his arms and legs were all
swollen, and he lost his voice. The
oncologist told us that it was about the
time to put his hands in his pockets, as
there was nothing he could do medically
to help Dr. Chiang. When we were told
Dr. Chiang only had weeks to live, he
was surprisingly very calm. This was
when I told him that only Buddhas
and Bodhisattvas could save him now. I
asked him to begin vigorously reciting
Amitabha’s name, and explained to
him that the land of Ultimate Bliss is
covered by gold and surrounded by so
many treasures and that there will be
no suffering, only enjoyment of every
bliss. If he recited Amitabha’s name
wholeheartedly, he would attain rebirth
in the land of Ultimate Bliss. He agreed
and began to do so.

I told him that if he recited the
Buddhas name one time, he would
liberate one cancer cell; if he recited
10,000 times, hed liberate 10,000
cancer cells. He laughed. I went on
and told him to recite with as much
diligence as if his patients were very
sick, and he needed to save their lives.
He listened and acknowledged my
words. He also took Dharma Master
Yo’s advice and agreed to take refuge
with the Triple Jewel and receive the
Five Precepts.

On July 27th, Dharma Master
Yo and Dharma Master Jai along
with disciple Kao came to visit Dr.
Chiang in the hospital. Dr. Chiang
took refuge with Venerable Master
Hua and received the five precepts
from Dharma Master Yo and Dharma
Master Jai. Inconceivably, the very
next day, the swelling of his arms and
legs diminished! He looked so much
healthier with pink cheeks. Not only
did he begin to talk out loud but also
he was able to start eating and keep
the food down without vomiting! The

oncologist was so stunned and amazed
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and couldn’t figure out why. This gave
Dr. Chiang so much confidence and
encouragement. All of sudden, he was
able to totally let go of his worries and
be totally at ease. After that, he began
reciting Buddha’s name even more
vigorously.

As we were thinking Dr. Chiang
was stable enough to come home,
he started to develop difficulty in
breathing. His heart was pounding very
fast. Coughing and fever complicated
the condition. I knew the end was
coming. Andy and I followed the
Dharma Master’s suggestion to recite
along with him. A few times when I

asked him whether he saw Amitabha
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coming, he nodded his head and
said, “Yes!” Right before and after Dr.
Chiang’s passing, we did encounter a
few incidences of interference from
creditors of Dr. Chiang’s previous
Andy will
what happened during and after Dr.

lives. briefly describe

Chiang’s passing later.

Although  Dr.  Chiang  was
seeking help of the Buddha at the
very last minutes, he did have good
roots, blessings, virtues, and causal
connections as described in  7he
Buddha Speaks of Amitabha Sutra,
and he was reciting Buddha’s name so
vigorously and wholeheartedly without
confusion. Therefore, I believe he will
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attain rebirth in Amitabha’s land of
Ultimate Bliss.

In his Dharma Talks, Venerable
Master Hua often spoke of how
sincerity brings a response that
intertwines with the Way. It is truly an
inconceivable phenomenon. I myself
have felt and witnessed Buddhas and
Bodhisattvas’ compassion, wisdom,
and boundless light shining on me
during this most difficult time of my
life. I would like to share a phrase with
you which best describes what I went
through during the past five months.
The phrase is from Incense Praise:

“If our hearts are sincere and earnest,

all Buddhas will manifest.”
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y dad passed away on Saturday,

August 16th, in the afternoon.
Heading into that Thursday, August
14th, we knew that my dad was
probably nearing the end of his life,
so Mom and I made sure that we
were in my dad’s hospital room at
all times. Around 3 p.m. on Friday,
my mom and I had an appointment
at the funeral home to discuss the
arrangement. But pretty much right
as we got back to the hospital from
the funeral home around 6 p.m, my
mom received a call from our home’s
security company. They called to tell
us that the alarm system had gone off
at home and to see if we were okay.
Naturally, my mom told them that we
hadn’t been in the house since 2 p.m;
Therefore, it was really strange that the
alarm went off around 6 p.m. ; This was
the first time our alarm had ever gone
off, so my mom was afraid someone
had broken into our house. We
decided to rush back home to make
sure things were okay. We waited for
two police cars to show up. When we

opened the garage door, we noticed
that the rear door to the house was
open. The police went in the house
and checked every room and found no
trace of anyone breaking in.

When we were confident that our
home was fine, my mom and I rushed
back to the hospital to be with my
dad. That night we were reciting the
Amitabha Buddhas name all night
long. When dad was listening to us
reciting the Buddha’s name, he would
move his lips trying so hard to recite
with us and often breaking into huge
smiles. These smiles were different
than his usual smiles--as if he were
experiencing something hed never
experienced before. And indeed, when
my mom asked him, “Did you see
the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas?” he
nodded to say yes.

The next day, on the morning of
the day that my dad passed away, he
could not really move anything but
his eyes. As we recited the Amitabha
Buddhas name to him, I saw tears
coming down from his eyes. That’s
how I knew he could hear me. So I
was reciting even louder and more
vigorously, because I knew the end
was near.

My dad passed away that Saturday
afternoon at 2:22 p.m. But just a few
minutes before and after dad’s passing,
something very strange was happening.
The intercom speaker kept coming on
(at least three times), and the front
desk nurse kept asking us, “How can
I help you?” even though no one had
pressed the emergency button. In fact,
I had gotten so annoyed by it that I
left my dad’s room to go tell the front
desk that we were trying to recite the
Amitabha Buddha’s name, and the
intercom speaker kept distracting us.

At 2:30 p.m., my mom asked the
nurse to come in and unplug the IV

%}EEE Bodhi Field

machine. When dad passed away, his
face froze in the suffering state he was
in when he took his last breath. Our
heartfelt thanks to so many of you
who came to the hospital to help us
recite Amitabha Buddha’s name. After
several hours of recitation, my dad’s
face began to change, even though he
had died hours earlier. The suffering
state of his mouth changed into a
decidedly noticeable smile. It was
unmistakable! I was in absolute shock
and awe at what I had seen.

A little after 10 p.m. towards the
end of the recitation of the Amitabha
prayer, all of a sudden, the unplugged
IV machine started beeping again as
if it were on, for a few times in a row!
(But it had been turned off for almost
eight hours by that point!).

The next day, when I finally
had a chance to think about all the
incredible things that happened in the
last two days, and I had a chance to
talk to my mom about it, I was then
able to make sense of everything.
The rear door opening by itself, the
hospital intercom speaker going off
by itself, and the IV beeping after it
had been turned off...This was all the
work of enemy spirits that were trying
to distract my family and I from
focusing our attention on my dad as
he was about to die. I understood then
that these spirits were from my dad’s
past lives and were trying to keep us
away from my dad.

I realized that the smile from my
dad’s face even after he passed away
was his way of communicating to us
that he had found Amitabha, through
the light that our prayers had created
for him and that he would find his
way to the Pure Land. My dad’s eyes
had closed, but he opened mine.

Thank  you  very  much.
Amitabha!!
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