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WRITTEN AND TRANSLATED BY FRANKLYN WU, DEVELOPING VIRTUE
SECONDARY SCHOOL, CLASS OF 1995

Every decision that one makes (and does not make) in life is important.
However, if I had to choose one that was more significant than any other,
I would go with my decision to come and study at Developing Virtue
School at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas.

I have benefited in a multitude of ways from my experience at
Developing Virtue School (DVS) and learned countless precious lessons.
The experience was unique because there were many living examples
of people who tirelessly practice in order to uncover their inherent
wisdom, and I learn these lessons by observing and emulating them. The
most important things I took away from my experiences there (more
important than the academic training) was a good foundation in my
spiritual practices, especially those of holding precepts and meditation.

The practice of meditation gives me the freedom and mental space
to examine my intentions and act mindfully and spontaneously; holding
the precepts gives me the clarity at moments when insight is lacking.
These two jointly provide me the stillness so I can live my life freely,
purposefully, and with strength. Without them I will invariably forget
what I have done, be confused about why my life is the way it is, feel
frustrated about not being able to change it because I don’t remember
what I did. I will further repeat all of my past mistake in perpetuity.

Theacademictrainingl received whichled toeducational opportunities
at a good university and later graduate school is an important piece of the
puzzle as well. In a verse describing the fifth ground of a Bodhisattva, or
an enlightened being, in the Ten Grounds Chapter of Avatamsaka Sutra
(which is a major scripture in our tradition), a Bodhisattva by the name
of Vajra Treasury said:

In order to mature people, the Bodhisattvas establish arts and skills--
Writing, printing, mathematics, medical sciences, exorcism, antidotes, and curing,
Establishing excellent education, compassionate, kind, intelligent.

Witty in the finest song and dance, they build delightful places--

Canals, parks with flowers and fruits, places ro sit,

Doing many things for the joy of beings,

Even revealing many kinds of treasure troves.

Mastering observation of the movements of celestial bodies and earth

As well as physiognomy,

They accomplish formless meditations, mystic knowledge, and the
immeasurables,

Desiring well-being and happiness for the world.

It is in this spirit of benefiting others that we do our best to learn. It
is in this spirit that we attach importance to learning our subjects and
excel in our studies. The school offers an unique environment where
both spiritual and academic learning are emphasized and integrated into
a larger picture. I benefited greatly, and wish that more people could have

the same opportunity. |ﬁ

NoVEMBER 2008 VAJRA BopHI SEA 25



