
 



A Report on Dharma Events at

             Gold Coast Dharma Realm

Gold Coast Dharma Realm is located in a world-
renowned location, Gold Coast, Australia.  The 

monastery comprises a total area of 22 acres and has fi ve 
buildings: the Buddha hall and adjacent dining hall, the 
Dharma Hall (offi ce and library), the Chan Hall, Wisdom 
House, and Sangha House. A standing Guanyin Bodhisattva 
image gazes down at creatures and baby fi sh in a refreshing 
pool. This image expresses Guanyin Bodhisattva’s great vow 
of kindness and compassion which does not renounce living 
beings in the Saha world, and these living beings in the pool 
are like miniature refl ections of ourselves. 

The Arhat Trail is where we practice walking meditation 
daily. There are 18 stone images of Arhats alongside the 
Arhat Trail, in addition to one Shakamuni Buddha stone 
image sitting in the center of pavilion. These images replicate 
the scene of Shakyamuni Buddha teaching Dharma and 
transforming living beings 3,000 years ago. The 18 Arhat 
images portray their vigorous cultivation living in the pure 
and quiet woods, far away from the hubbub of the mundane 
world. Various birds singing together in the woods remind 
us that there are always rare and wonderful varicolored birds 
singing forth harmonious and elegant sounds in the Western 
Pure Land.

This year, the third annual public Dharma session was 
held. The three-week session began with a celebration of 
Guanyin Bodhisattva’s Enlightenment on July 19, followed 
by the Avatamsaka Repentance and a two-week Avatamsaka 
Sutra Recitation with the Avatamsaka Syllabary. The third 
week was devoted to the recitation of the Earth Store Sutra, 
ending with the celebration of Ullambana on August 3. We 
recited the Avatamsaka Sutra in three different languages 
and three separate halls—Chinese, English, and Vietnamese 
in the Buddha Hall, the Chan Hall, and the Dharma Hall, 
respectively. Dharma Master Lai was invited as a Dharma 
host to represent DRBA, and a guest Dharma Master, Xiu-
Xing, who especially cultivates the Avatamsaka Dharma, also 
helped as a Dharma Host occasionally.

In addition to the recitation ceremony, both Sangha 
members and laity participants followed DRBA’s tradition of 
speaking Dharma and sharing their cultivation experiences 

in order to understand the deep and profound meaning of 
Buddhism. Among the participants, the eldest one was over 
eighty years old, and the youngest was an eight-year-old 
student from the youth sutra study group of Dharma Realm 
Buddhist Books Distribution Society in Taipei. More than 
forty participants from the United States, Canada, Australia, 
New Zealand, Taiwan, Singapore, Malaysia, Vietnam, and 
mainland China attended the ceremony.  Although the 
nationalities and languages were diverse, everyone shared a 
common sincerity to study the Dharma.   

In addition, an enormous, black spider attended all the 
ceremonies and remained still in Buddha Hall. Dharma 
Master Chih smiled and said, “It comes every year!” In 
addition to temple business and Dharma talks, Dharma 
Master Chih also spent some time listening to three youths 
reciting from memory the Shurangama Mantra, the Great 
Compassion Mantra, and the Pure Conduct Chapter of the 
Avatamsaka Sutra. Dharma Master Liang and others led the 
Dharma assembly to recite the sutra together in harmony. The 
rains came for few days after we began the sutra recitation, 
helping to alleviate a drought in Australia. Auspicious clouds 
appeared in the sky occasionally. By experiencing these 
responses, we were all fi lled with the joy of Dharma.

In order to repay Venerable Master’s boundless grace and 
teaching, Rosaline Kang vowed to offer her deep resolve for 
Buddhism, and she has been devoting her life to establish 
Gold Coast Dharma Realm for many years and in many 
ways.  She recollected her experience of joining the Ven. 
Master’s Europe delegation.  In spite of exhaustion from the 
delegation tour, the Master was still tireless, energetic and 
looking for suitable places to establish a monastery. After 
her experience, she realized the Master’s vows to cross over 
Westerners. She became very active in trying to fi nd places 
after the delegation. With a sincere heart, she constantly 
reminds herself of the motto, “remember the kindness and 
repay the kindness” to carry on the Venerable Master’s deep 
vow. Finally, in the year of 1998, with DRBA’s permission, she 
began to transform this piece of green land into a monastery. 
Now it is the fi rst branch monastery of DRBA in Australia.       
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