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Raised a Baptist, I was culturally very estranged from 
Buddhist practice. It took me a long time to change, 

and I am still not completely acclimated to it. 
Among the early dwellers of the City of Ten Thousand 

Buddhas (CTTB) besides me were: Craig (Gwo Sun 
Shr), Bob Olson, Lee Eagleson, Morris Kaplan. Heng 
Kuan and Heng Kung also came up and spent quite a bit 
of time  here. For a year or so, during that early period, 
there were two to three, never more than four people 
staying on the property.

I got interested in Buddhism because of my 
association with Steve Klarer (Guo Ning, Heng Jing 
in Paris. I was also a philosophy major at University of 
Washington in Seattle and spent some time studying 
Buddhism academically under Professor Edward Conze, 
who came down to Gold Mountain Monastery to meet 
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the Abbot at one time. He was also one 
of the fi rst Westerners who translated 
many  Sutras from Pali. Then I heard 
from Steve and Ron Epstein about 
Shifu when they went down to San 
Francisco for the fi rst Summer Session, 
which I did not attend.

In mid-winter 1969, I came down 
from Seattle with Bob Olson to meet 
the Abbot at the Waverly Place. Shifu 
was very cordial and treated us very 
well. We stayed over there initially 
because we have no other place to stay, 
and it was cold outside.

I knew Bob, Ron Epstein, Steve 
Klarer in Seattle. Steve was my 
roommate for a year (1964-1965) 
when I studied at the American 
College in Paris.

Some time later, I moved out 
to Oakland. I still came to listen to 
Shifu’s lectures occasionally. Shortly 
after that, in 1975, at age 30, I decided 
to give up some of my bad habits, such 
as smoking, drinking, eating meat. By 
changing my way of life, I hoped to try 
Buddhism out seriously.

Bob came over to visit me and 
indicated that it was acceptable to 
move to Gold Mountain Monastery 
at 15th Street. I ended up working for 
the Association and taking refuge with 
Venerable Master at the same time 
with Craig Cassin, taking the precepts 
as well, including the Ten Major and 
48 Minor Bodhisattva Precepts.

Later we were all involved in the  
project of remodeling Gold Mountain 
Monastery. We went into negotiation 
to buy CTTB later. A group of people 
including Dharma Masters Sure, Lai, 
Kuan went on a fast and transferred the 
merit, hoping to get the property. Very 
shortly after I had started living in Gold 
Mountain Monastery, Shifu asked me 
to come up to CTTB to watch the 

property, while it was undergoing the 
process of sale and escrow, making sure 
nothing was taken or damaged.

1976 at CTTB 
I want to relate two stories. The 
property (CTTB) used to have a lot 
of problems with the infrastructure: 
the water main broke, the electricity 
went out. We had to run around and 
fi x them. One time we found a break 
in the high voltage line. Craig and Bob 
and I were all involved in fi xing it.

In the meantime, there was no 
light, some pumps were not working, 
and buildings were fi lled with water. 
I happened to run into Shifu at the 
Great Compassion House. I said, 
“Shifu, don’t worry. We almost have 
the electricity back on.” He looked 
at me, saying, “I don’t care if we ever 
get it back on.” While working on the 
property, we have the tendency to get 
involved and attached to our work; 
he never really was. There was a really 
valuable lesson in that. It wasn’t the 
case that he did not know what was 
going on; he knew more anyone else. 

At that time, we didn’t have very 
much money. We could have bought a 
new line and put that in. Shifu said no. 
“I won’t allow you spend any money 
on this electrical line.” So we just 
racked our brains. We knew there was 
another way to do it, but we did not 
know exactly how. After I left, Craig 
found an existing new line that ran 
from the substation to the middle of 
the property. He fi gured out we could 
use that line to make our system work 
better. Then he got to go ahead to do 
it. Shifu knew all along what was the 
way we should do it. But he wasn’t 
going to step in and tell us; instead we 
had to fi gure it out ourselves. When 
he did step in, he would either make 

things easy, or make things diffi cult, 
depending on whether or not you were 
doing things appropriately.

Another example is that CTTB 
used to have all the streetlights on. 
The constant-current transformer  
was costing us a lot of money to run. 
Before anyone had any idea that there 
was any other way to go about it, Shifu 
was suggesting we should fi nd another 
way to do it. We sat down and fi gured 
out the load of the lights and how 
many lines we could shut down if we 
shut down the transformer. We ended 
up doing something that saved the 
Association a lot of money on electrical 
use every month.

Shifu saw it, but didn’t tell us how 
to do it. He stopped us from doing 
something that wasn’t correct. With 
a normal household voltage of 110 or 
120, we could run power so far with 
the size of wire and turn on so many 
lights. They were very dim, not huge 
and bright like they used to be, but it 
was perfect for us to use, enough for 
people to get around at night. 

  To be continued
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From the left: Roger Kellerman, Bob Olsen, John Scrogg


